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Bush outlaws
abortion method

President Bush signed legislation
yesterday outlawing a procedure for

late-term abortions. It was the first time
a specific abortion procedure has been

legally prohibited since the Roe v. Wade
decision 30 years ago.

NATION A3

$5 million bounty
on hackers’ heads

Microsoft is ready to pay $5 million to
stop computer hackers. Hoping that the
promise of a cash reward will help law
enforcement arrest and convict hackers,
the company has offered the bounty to
“encourage people to come forward.”

BUSINESS E1

Martha turns into
softened butter

Where is the Martha Stewart of yore?
The steely mistress of domesticity who
didn’t like Cookie Monster trashing her

kitchen? As her date with a judge draws
closer, Martha seems nicer on “Martha
Stewart Living.” Is that a good thing?

MELANIE MCFARLAND C1

I N D E X L A W T E C H T E L E V I S I O N

Canadian deportation: Prime
minister says government never
told about citizen’s removal. A4

Fire station: Soil, air and wall
samples are among the things
being tested to see why firefighters
of Station 31 are becoming ill. B1

Kitsap County: Voters reject
proposal for sales and car tax to
pay for foot-ferry service. B3

U P D AT E S

GUILTY – 48 TIMES
GREEN RIVER KILLER CALMLY PLEADS “GUILTY,“ 48 TIMES: (In alphabetical order, left to right, excluding four unidentified victims represented by blurred images.) Debbie Abernathy, 26.
Yvonne Antosh, 19. Martina Authorlee, 18. Pammy Avent, 16. Patricia Barczak, 19. Mary Bello, 25. Debra Bonner, 23. Colleen Brockman, 15. April Buttram, 17.
Denise Bush, 22. Marcia Chapman, 31. Andrea Childers, 19. Carol Christensen, 21. Wendy Coffield, 16. Debra Estes, 15. Maureen Feeney, 19. Sandra Gabbert, 17.
Roberta Hayes, 21. Cynthia Hinds, 17. Gisele Lovvorn, 17. Marie Malvar, 18. Gail Mathews, 24. Mary Meehan, 18. Terry Milligan, 16. Opal Mills, 16. Constance Naon, 21.
Kimberly Nelson, 26. Delise Plager, 22. Kimi-Kai Pitsor, 16. Marta Reeves, 37. Carrie Rois, 15. Linda Rule, 16. Shirley Sherrill, 18. Alma Smith, 18. Cindy Smith, 17.
Shawnda Summers, 17. Tina Thompson, 22. Kelly Ware, 22. Mary West, 16. Cheryl Wims, 18. Delores Williams, 17. Tracy Winston, 19. Lisa Yates, 26. Patricia Yellow Robe, 38.

In the end, the case to spare the life of Gary
Leon Ridgway, the Green River Killer who haunted
the Northwest for 21 years, came down to two
forces. 

King County Prosecutor Norm Maleng, who
once vowed never to bargain with the death penal-
ty, wanted the truth. And Ridgway, an Auburn
truck painter who pleaded guilty to committing
more murders than any serial killer in the country
ever has, wanted to live. 

“The mercy provided by today’s resolution is
directed not at Ridgway, but toward the families
who have suffered so much, and to the larger com-
munity,” Maleng said yesterday. 

“The justice we could achieve was to uncover
the truth.”

Ridgway, 54, avoided the death penalty by
pleading guilty yesterday to strangling 48 young
women and by helping authorities find four sets of
human remains last summer. Now he will be sen-
tenced to 48 consecutive life sentences without
the possibility of parole. 

Gary Ridgway said: ‘I killed
so many women I have a hard
time keeping them straight’

BY VANESSA HO, TRACY JOHNSON 
AND HECTOR CASTRO
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In a deal that saved his life, Gary Ridgway pleaded guilty yesterday
to 48 murders, more than any other serial killer in U.S. history. 
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He reveled in the idea that he was throw-
ing off police by taking his victims’ bones over
state lines, clipping the fingernails that
scratched him and leaving phony evidence
near the women’s discarded bodies.

He called his quest to kill as many prosti-

tutes as possible a “career” – the one thing he
was good at and even proud of – and he de-
scribed himself as “a pathological liar” with
rage toward women. Especially prostitutes.

Inside Gary Leon Ridgway, a husband and
father who held the same job for more than 30
years, was the stuff that made him the nation’s
worst captured serial killer.

It was an unspeakable anger that a slight

at work, child-support payments or just a bad
night’s sleep could set off. His release came in
strangling prostitutes. Some were mere chil-
dren.

In nearly five months working with the
King County Sheriff’s Green River Task Force
in a deal to spare him from lethal injection, he

In cruel detail, a monster reveals himself
‘A man devoid of human sentiment’ was filled with rage toward women

BY TRACY JOHNSON
P-I reporter

SEE MONSTER, A17

Nancy Gabbert,
mother of victim
Sandra Gabbert,
weeps as Gary
Ridgway pleads
guilty yesterday
to 48 counts of
murder. The
family of victim
Roberta Hayes
shares stories of a
life that began
long before she
went missing in
1987. SEE A14
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