
 
 
 
 

Statement on the Aug. 12 Moab Police Officer Interaction  
with Gabrielle Petito and Brian Laundrie 

 
 

 
The death of Gabrielle Petito in Wyoming is a heartbreaking tragedy, and all of us are deeply 
saddened to learn the outcome of the nationwide effort to locate her. Our sincere condolences go out 
to the Petito family.  
 
With the weeks-long search for Ms. Petito across the western U.S., news that a call to Grand County 
Dispatch on Aug. 12 reported a possible domestic dispute between Ms. Petito and Brian Laundrie here 
in Moab has naturally led to questions from the media and the public about the call. During the past 
week, our police officers have been both praised and criticized for their response and their resolution 
of the incident involving Ms. Petito and Mr. Laundrie.  
 
The Moab City Police Department has clear standards for officer conduct during a possible domestic 
dispute and our officers are trained to follow those standards and protocol.  
 
At this time, the City of Moab is unaware of any breach of Police Department policy during this 
incident. However, the City will conduct a formal investigation and, based on the results, will take any 
next steps that may be appropriate. 
 
We understand that individuals can view the same situation in very different ways, and we recognize 
how the death of Ms. Petito more than two weeks later in Wyoming might lead to speculation, in 
hindsight, about actions taken during the incident in Moab. The purpose of the City’s formal 
investigation is to gather the underlying facts and evidence necessary to make a thorough, informed 
evaluation of such actions. 
 
Ultimately, we depend on our law enforcement officers to make the best possible decisions in 
evaluating every incident individually, based on the circumstances they encounter in that immediate 
moment. We also appreciate the assistance in this incident from cooperating rangers with the 
National Park Service. 
 
The Moab City Police Department will make all information from this incident available to the law 
enforcement agencies investigating Ms. Petito’s death. Moab Police will also make sure our officers 
are available to answer any questions those investigating agencies may have.  
 
 


