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INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA

JOSEPH PETITO and
NICHOLE SCHMIDT,

Plaintifls,

vs. CASENO. 2022 CA 1128 SC

CHRISTOPHER LAUNDRIE and
ROBERTA LAUNDRIE,

Defendants.
-

AMENDED COMPLAINT

COME NOW, JOSEPH PETITO and NICHOLE SCHMIDT, by and through their

undersigned counsel, and file the within Amended Complaint against the Defendants,

CHRISTOPHER LAUNDRIE and ROBERTA LAUNDRIE, and in support thereof allege as

follows:

1. This is an action for damages that exceed $30,000.00 exclusive of prejudgment

interest, costs and attomey fees.

2. Venueis proper in Sarasota County, Florida because the Defendants reside therein.

3. This Court has jurisdiction over the within matter pursuant o F.S. §26.012.

4. The Plaintiff, JOSEPH PETITO, is a resident of Vero Beach, Florida, and is the

fatherofGabrielle Petito, deceased.

5. Plaintiff, NICHOLE SCHMIDT, is a residentof Blue Point, New York, and is the

‘motherofGabrielle Petito, deceased

6. Defendants, CHRISTOPHER LAUNDRIE and ROBERTA LAUNDRIE, are

residentsof North Port, Florida, and are the parentsofBrian Laundrie, deceased.
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7. Brian Laundrie and Gabrielle Petito became engaged to marry on or about July 2,

2020.

8. Onluly2,2021, Brian Laundrie and Gabrielle Peito let New York ina van owned

by Gabrielle Petito to take a trip to the western United States which was expected to last for several

months.

9. Prior to the trp taken by Gabrielle Petito and Brian Laundrie, Joseph Petito and

Nichole Schmid, and Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie, had a cordial relationship.

10. Gabrielle Petito had hopes of becoming a travel influencer, a “van-lifer” and

documenther cross-country travels on social media sites such as YouTube, Instagram and TikTok.

11. During the course of the aforementioned trip, Gabrielle Petito called her family

almost daily, including her parents, Joseph Petito and Nichole Schmid, and her siblings

12. The last communication that Gabrielle Petto had with Joseph Petito was on August

21,2021

13. The last communication that Nichole Schmidt had with Gabrielle Petito was on

August 27,2021.

14. Itis believed that on August 27, 2021, Brian Laundsie murdered Gabrielle Petito.

“The causeofher death was blunt force injuries to the head and neck with manual strangulation.

15. Gabrielle Petito was twenty-two (22) yearsofage at the time ofher death

16. After Brian Laundrie murdered Gabrielle Petto, Brian Laundrie sent text messages

back and forth between his cell phone and Gabriele Petito’s cell phone in an effort to hide the fact

that she was deceased.
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17. On August 27, 2021, it is believed that Brian Laundrie sent a text to Nichole

‘Schmidt in which he referred to Gabrielle Petito’s grandfather, Stan, by name. Gabriele Petito

never called her grandfather by his name,

18. It is believed, and therefore averred that on or about August 28, 2021, Brian

Laundrie advised his parents, Christopher Laundsie and Roberta Laundric, that he had murdered

Gabrielle Peito. On that same date, Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie spoke with

Attomey Steve Bertolino, and senthim a retainer on September 2, 2021.

19. On August 30, 2021, Brian Laundrie senta text message from Gabrielle Petito’s

cell phone to Nichole Schmidt stating that there was no service in Yosemite Park in an effort to

deceive Nichole Schmidt into believing that Gabrielle Petito was sil alive.

20. On September 1, 2021, Brian Laundrie returned to the home of his parents,

Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie, driving Gabrielle Petito’s van.

21. After this point in time, there was no contact between Joseph Petito and Nichole

Schmidt on the one hand, and Christopher Laundrie and Roberta on the other.

22. From August 27, 2021, unil September 19, 2021, when Gabrielle Petito’s remains

were found at the Spread Creek Dispersed Camping area in Wyoming, Plaintiffs were extremely

distraught and were attempting to locate Gabrielle Petito.

23. While Gabrielle Petito's family was suffering, the Laundric family went on

vacation to Fort DeSoto Park on September 6-7, 2021. They went on vacation knowing that Brian

Laundric had murdered Gabrielle Petito, itis believed tha they knew where her body was located,

and further knevw that Gabriele Petito’s parents were attempting to locate her.
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24. In an effort to avoid any contact with Nichole Schmidt, on or about September 10,

2021, Roberta Laundrie blocked Nichole Schmid: on her cellular phone such that neither phone:

calls nor texts could be delivered, and she blocked her on Facebook

25. On September 14, 2021, with full knowledge that Gabrielle Petito had been

‘murdered by their son, and it is believed that they knew the whereaboutsofher body, Christopher

Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie through their lawyer issued the following statement:

“ltis our understanding that a search has been organized for Miss Petito in or near
Grand Teton National Park in Wyoming. On behalfofthe Laundri family it is our
hope that the search for Miss Pefito is successful and that Miss Petito is reunited
with her family.”

26. For the Laundries to express their “hope” that Gabrielle Petito was located and

reunited withher family, at atime when they knew she had been murdered by their son wasbeyond

outrageous.

27. On September 16, 2021, Attomey Richard Stafford, onbehalf of Gabrielle Petito’s

family, issued a letter to Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundric as follows:

“We are writing this letter to ask you to help find our beautiful daughter. We
understand you are going through a difficult time and your instinct to protect your
sons strong.

We ask you to put yourselves in our shoes. We haven't been able 10 sleep or cat
and our lives are falling apart

We believe you know the locationofwhere Brian left Gabby. We beg you to tel
us. As a paren, how could you lt us go through this pain and not help us? Asa
parent, how can you put Gabby’ younger brothers and sisters through this?

Gabby lived with you for over a year. She was going to be your daughter in law.
How can you keep her location hidden? You were both a Jim and Nichole’s house.
‘You were both so happy that Brian and Gabby got engaged and were planning to
spend their lives together. Please, if you or your family have any decency lef,
please tell us where Gabby is located. Tell usifwe are even looking in the right
place.
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All we want is Gabby to come home. Please helpus make tht happen.”

28. Despite the fact that Joseph Petito and Nichole Schmidt implored Christopher

Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie to tel them ifther daughter was alive, and if she was nol, where

her remains were located, Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie refused to respond to either

Joseph Peito or Nichole Schmidt.

29. Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie instructed that all contacts were to be

‘made through their attorney, Steven P. Bertolino, and he issued “no comment” when asked about

Gabrielle Petito’s well-being.

30. While Joseph Petito and Nichole Schmidt were desperately searching for

information concerning their daughter, Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie were keeping

the whereaboutsofBrian Laundrie secret, and ti believed were making arrangements for him to

leave the country.

31. Christopher Laundie and Roberts Laundrie knew of the mental suffering and

anguishof Joseph Petito and Nichole Schmidt in not knowing the well-being or location of their

daughter, and further knew that such mental suffering and anguish increased each day that

Gabrielle Peto was missing. Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie further knew that they

could prevent such additional mental suffering and anguishof Joseph Petito and Nichole Schmidt

by disclosing what they knew about the well-being and locationof the remainsofGabrielle Peto,

yet they repeatedly refused to do so. In doing so, Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie

acted with malice or great indifference to the rightsof Joseph Petito and Nichole Schmid.

32. Christopher Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie exhibited extreme and oulrageous

conduct which constitutes behavior, under the circumstances, which goes beyond all possible
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bounds of decency and is regarded as shocking, atrocious, and utterly intolerable in a civilized

community, including, and without limitation,

(®) Failing to advise JOSEPH PETITO and NICHOLE SCHMIDT that Gabrielle Petito

was deceased;

(bv) Failing to disclose to JOSEPH PETITO and NICHOLE SCHMIDT the location of

Gabrielle Petito’s body;

(9) Taking a family vacation with their son who had murdered Gabrielle Petito, while

JOSEPH PETITO and NICHOLE SCHMIDT were desperately seeking her whereabouts;

(@ Blocking access to their cell phone and Facebook page to preclude JOSEPH

PETITO and NICHOLE SCHMIDT from getting information regarding Gabrielle Petito;

(6) Issuing a press release expressing “hope that the search for Ms. Petito is successful

and that Ms. Pefito is reunited with her family,” knowing full well that Gabrielle Peito was

deceased.

COUNTI
I0SEPH PETITO v. CHRISTOPHER LAUNDRIE

33. JOSEPH PETITO hereby restates and incorporates Paragraphs 1 through 32 above

as though fully set forth herein

34. As a direct and proximate result of the willfulness and maliciousness of

CHRISTOPHER LAUNDRIE, JOSEPH PETITO has been caused to suffer pain and suffering,

mental anguish, inconvenience, lossofcapacity for enjoyment of ife experienced in the past and

to be experienced in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, JOSEPH PETITO, respectfully requests this Honorable Court

enter judgment in his favor and against the Defendant, CHRISTOPHER LAUNDRIE, and award
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tohim just compensation for the damages he has suffered, together with costs, and suchotherrelief

as this Honorable Court deems just and appropriate.

COUNTI
JOSEPH PETITO v. ROBERTA LAUNDRIE

35. JOSEPH PETITO herebyrestatesand incorporates Paragraphs 1 through 32 above

as though fully set forth herein

36. Asadirect and proximate result ofthe willfulness and maliciousness ofROBERTA

LAUNDRIE, JOSEPH PETITO has been caused to suffer pain and suffering, mental anguish,

inconvenience, lossofcapacity for enjoyment of life experienced in the past and to be experienced

in the future,

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, JOSEPH PETITO, respectfully requests this Honorable Court

enterjudgment in his favor and against the Defendant, ROBERTA LAUNDRIE,and award to him

just compensation for the damages he has suffered, together with costs, and such othereliefas

this Honorable Court deems just and appropriate.

COUNT III
NICHOLE SCHMIDT v. CHRISTOPHER LAUNDRIE

37. NICHOLE SCHMIDT hereby restates and incorporates Paragraphs 1 through 32

above as though fully set forth herein

38. As a direct and proximate result of the willfulness and maliciousness of

CHRISTOPHER LAUNDRIE, NICHOLE SCHMIDT has been caused to suffer pain and

Suffering, mental anguish, inconvenience, lossofcapacity for enjoymentof fe experienced in the

past and tobe experienced in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, NICHOLE SCHMIDT, respectfully requests this Honorable

Court enter judgment in her favor and against the Defendant, CHRISTOPHER LAUNDRIE, and
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award toherjust compensation for the damages she has suffered, together with costs, and such

other reliefasthis Honorable Court deems just and appropriate.

COUNT IV
NICHOLE SCHMIDT v. ROBERTA LAUNDRIE

39. NICHOLE SCHMIDT hereby restates and incorporates Paragraphs 1 through 32

above as though fully set forth herein

40. Asa direct and proximate resultofthe willfulness and maliciousness ofROBERTA

LAUNDRIE, NICHOLE SCHMIDT has been caused to suffer pain and suffering, mental anguish,

inconvenience, loss of capacityforenjoymentoflife experienced in the past and to be experienced

in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, NICHOLE SCHMIDT, respectfully requests this Honorable

Courtenter judgment in her favor and against the Defendant, ROBERTA LAUNDRIE, and award

10 her just compensation for the damages she has suffered, together with costs, and such other

relief as this Honorable Court deems just and appropriate.

PATRICK J. REILLY, ESQUIRE

Florida Bar Number: 125109
Snyder& Reilly, Trial Lawyers
355 West Venice Avenue
Venice, Florida 34285
Telephone: (941) 485-9626
Primary Email: service@snyderandreilv.com
Secondary Email: pat@snyderandreily.comm
and valerie@snyderandreilly.com

Counsel for Plaintiffs, Joseph Petito and

Nichole Schmidt
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CERTIFICATEOFSERVICE
THEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy of the foregoing has been electronically filed

on this 28% day of Apri, 2022, with the Clerk of Court via the E-Filing Portal System
‘which will simultaneously email the same to:

P. Matthew Luka, Esq.
Trombley & Hanes, P.A.
707 N. Franklin Street, 10% Floor
‘Tampa, FL 33602
‘miuka@tromblehaneslaw.com (primary)
strombley@trombleyhaneslawcom (secondary)

by utilizing the Designation of Electronic Mail Addresses registered with the E-Filing
Portal System.

ACCA .
PATRICKJ. REILLY, ESQUIRE
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