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OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL

GLENN R. Funk
DicAtom Generel

February 2,2024

Detective Matthew D. Filter
MPD #226560
CID - Homicide/Cold Case Unit
600 Murfreesboro Pike
Nashville,TN 37210

Re: Incident Nos. 2023-0185510 and 2023-0181711

(LE-O) Detective Michael Collazo
(LE-0) Officer Rex Engelbert
Deceased: Audrey Hale

Dear Detective Filter:

Upon review of your Final Case Summary 1 believe this matter should be closed with
respect to the actions taken by Detective Michael Collazo and Officer Rex Engelbert at The
Covenant School on March 27, 2023. Detective Collazo andOfficerEngelbert (along with other
officers) unhesitatingly acted in defenseofthe defenseless on March 27, 2023 without regard to
their own safety as they stopped an active and immediate threat. Their selfless devotion to duty
unquestionably saved lives that day. The shooting deathofAudrey Hale was absolutely justified
as Detective Collazo and Officer Engelbert acted in accordance with the laws of the State of
Tennessee and | would therefore request this matterbeclosed as it relates to them.

Siftercly,

Roger D. Moore
ity District Attorney General

Xe: Glenn Funk, DAG
John M. L. Brown, Attomcy at Law
Jack Byrd, Attomey at Law
Sunny Koshy, Attorney at Law
Kathy Morante, OPA

CRIMINAL DIVISION * 20TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT * DAVIDSON COUNTY

TEL 515862.5500»Fx 615 3625599



Metropolitan Police Department
Nashville, Tennessee

> Cold Case Homicide Unit Supplement Report =

Incident Number: 2023-0185510 (Related 2023-0181711)
Victim: Audrey Hale
Offense Classification: Homicide (OI Involving Officer's Rex Engelbert& Michael Collazo)
Reporting Detective: Matthew D. Filter

FINAL CASE SUMMARY

On Monday, March 27, 2023, at 1013 hours, the Davidson County Emergency Communications.
Center received multiple phone calls regarding an active killer at The Covenant School, 33
Burton Hills BIvd. Nashville, TN.Thecallers reported hearing several gunshots. Someofthe
callers saw the shooter, later identified as Audrey Hale, walk through the building wearing a hat
and camouflage clothing armed with a long firearm. School staf locked the school down and
initiated active killer protocols.

At approximately 1022 hours, the first Metro Nashville Police Officers arrived on the scene.
Det. Michael Collazo entered the broken doors on the southwest comerofthe school. This was
thesame entrance Audrey Hale made entry by shooting ou the glass in the doors. Det. Michael
Collazo began to clear the lower levelof the school by himself. When he heard other units
arriving on the scene and making entry,hewent out an exit on the southwest comer of the school
and reentered with a group going in a southeest entranceofthe school. Officer Rex Engelbert
had entered the school at the southeast entrance with Sgt. Jeff Mathes aheadofDet. Michael
Collazo’sgroupat about 1023 hours. Having been directed by schoolstaff that the last known
location of the killer was on the 2° floor, Det. Michael Colluzo along with St. Jeff Mathes, and
Detectives Ryan Cagle and Zack Plese, cleared rooms until coming to the nearest stairwell. The
group went upa stairwell on the ast side of the school. The group then ran northwest downa
hallway towards the soundof gunfire. The group tumed right heading northeast down a hall
toward the church where they could still hear gunfire. Officer Rex Engelbert had run up the
same stairs behind them after hearing the gunfire downstairs. As the group tamed the comer to
go toward the church, Officer Rex Engelbert was told to ake point because he hadan AR-15
tifle witha low power variable scope. As the group entered the church annex, Officer Rex
Engelbert saw Audrey Hale witharifle. She was shooting at police officers in the parking lot
through a window. Officer Rex Engelbert fired 4 shots with his AR-15 rifle at Audrey Hale.
Audrey Hale immediately fell to the floor. Det. Michael Collazo and Sgt. Jeff Mathes
approached Audrey Hale. Audrey Hale was sill moving and atiemped to raise herrifleat Det.
Michael Collazo and Sgt. Jeff Mathes. Det. Michael Collazo fired 4 shots from his mm Glock
pistol at Audrey Hale. The shots ended the immediate threat Audrey Hale posed and she was
disarmed by Det. Michael Collazo at approximately 1026 hours.

Medical aid was rendered to Audrey Hale however, she was pronounced deccased at the scene.
SWAT finished clearing the building while aid was rendered to schoolstaffand students. Once
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Metropolitan Police Department
Nashville, Tennessee i.

Cold Case Homicide Unit Supplement Report To

IncidentNumber: 2023-0185510(Related2023-0181711)
Victim: Audrey Hale

OffenseClassification: Homicide (OIS Involving Officer's Rex Engelbert & Michael Collazo)
Reporting Detective: Matthew D. Filter
the building was thoroughly cleared, Metro Nashville Police Crime Scene Unit, Homicide Unit,
and Cold Case Unit began the investigation.

JT tl
Det. Matthew D. Filter 226560 Airofing Supervisor 2250
01-29-24/1643 hrs,
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Metropolitan Police Department
Nashville, Tennessee

Cold Case Homicide Unit Supplement Report
incident Number: 2023-0185510 (Related: 2023-0181711) oo
Victim: Audrey Hale (OIS)

OffenseClassification: Homicide
Reporting Detective: Matthew D. Fier

PRELIMANARY CASE SUMMARY

On Monday, March 27, 2023, at 1013 hours, the Davidson County Emergency Communications
Center received multiple calls ofan active shooter at The Covenant School, 33 Burton His
Blvd. Nashville, TN. The calles said sveral gunshots were heard. Some callers saw the
suspect, later identified as Audrey Hale, walk through the building wearing a hat and camouflage
and armed with along firearm. School Staff and students locked down the school,

Metro Nashville Police Officer's arrived on th scene and immediately entered the building in
search ofthe shooter. As th officers searched the building, deceased individuals with apparent
gunshot wounds were found in different areas. Theofficers inside th building heard gunfire
coming from the second evelofthe school. The gunfire being heardwas Audrey Hale shooting
at amiving officers from a second story window. The officers nside the building ran toward the
sound ofthe gun. The officers found Audrey Hale and shot her dead. Additional police
personnel amved and evacuated the surviving schoolstaffand students and rendered aid to the
deceased victims. A total of 6 people, 3 studentsand 3 staff members, were deceased.

After the schol staffand students were removed from th building, Metro Nashville Police
SWAT cleared the est ofthe building to ensure no other suspects were present. Once the
building was cleared, Metro Nashville Police Crime Scene Investigations began processing the
scene. The Metro Nashvill Police Cold Case and Homicide Units were tasked with the
investigation. The Tenncssce Burauof Investigation and Federal Bureau ofInvestigation
asised.

The investigation is ongoing.

Eo
Det Matthew D. Filer 226560
03:27-23/2300 hs.
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