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IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR THE STATE OF TENNESSEE
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, DAVIDSON COUNTY, PART III

AT NASHVILLE

CLATA RENEE BREWER, et (11.;

Y" .

Petitioners,
Case No. 23-0538-111

'

VS.
CONSOLIDATED

METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT OF "controlling case**
NASHVILLE AND DAVIDSON COUNTY;

C)
-I

Respondent,

PARENTS OFMINOR COVENANT
STUDENTS JANE DOE AND JOHN DOE;
THE COVENANT SCHOOL; and
COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Intervenors.

NOTICE OF FILING OF ASSIGNMENT AND TRANSFER OF LEGAL AND
EQUITABLE TITLE TO CERTAIN PERSONAL AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

CREATED BY AUDREY ELIZABETH HALE

As directed by the Court, Attorney David L. Raybin files with the Court on behalf of

Ronald andNormaHale, parents and successors ofAudrey Elizabeth Hale, whose original writings

are the subject of this matter, the attached Assignment and Transfer of Legal and Equitable title to

Ceitain Personal and Intellectual Property Created by Audrey Elizabeth Hale.

Nashville, TN 37219
(615) 256-6666 � telephone
draybin@nashvilletnlaw.com

Counselfor Ronald andNorma Hale

1 1Respectfu Submitted,

S _,

David L. Raybin (#663385)
Raybin & Weissman P
424 Church Street, S 120

Y" .

Case No. 23-0538-111

CONSOLIDATED
"controlling case**

C»)

'\



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and exact copy of the foregoiiig document has beet] sewed, via
the n1ethod(s) indicated below, on the following counsel of record, this the

44111
day of June,

2023. 4.

( ) Hand Douglas R. Pierce (#010084)
( ) Mail KING & BALLOW
( ) Fax 315 Union Street, Suite 1100

( ) Fed. Ex. Nashville, TN 37201

(x) E�Mail
'

(615) 259-3456

dpiercc@kingballowcom

Counselfor Petitionet', Clam Renee Brewer

( ) Hand John .1. Han'is 111 (#12099)
( ) Mail SCHULMAN, LEROY & BENNE'I'I', PC
( ) Fax 3310 West End Avenue, Suite 460

( ) Fed. Ex. Nashville, TN 37201

(x) E~Mai1 (615) 244-66711

jharris@slblawfi1'm.com

Counsel for Petitioners, James Hmnmond and
Tennessee Fireai'ms Association Inc.

( ) IIand Wallace W. Dietz, Director, Dept. of Law
( ) Mail Lora Fox
( ) Fax Cynthia Gross

( ) Fed. Fx. Phylinda Ramsey
(x) E-Vlail ME'I'ROPOLI'I'AN GOVERNMENT OF

NASHVILLE & DAVIDSON COUNTY
Metropolitan Courthouse
1 Public Square, Suite 108

Nashville, TN 37210
'

(615) 862-6341

wally.dietz@nashvi11e.gov
lora.fox@nashville.gov
cynthia.gross@nashville.gov
p11ylinda.ramsey@nashville.gov

Counselfor Respondent



( ) Hand

( ) Mail
( ) Fax

( ) Fed. Ex.
(x) E-Maii

( ) I-Izmd

( ) Mail
( ) Fax
( ) Fed. Ex.
(x) E�Mail

Rocldaii W. King III
F. Laurens Brock
ADANIS AND REESE LLP
1600 West End Avenue, Suite 1400

Nashville, TN 37203

rocky.l<ing@arlaw.com
lariy.brock@arlaw.com

CounselfOI' Covenant Presbyterian Church

Pctci' F. Klett
Autumn L. Genu'y
DICKINSON WRIGHT PI .I.C
424 Church Street, Suite 800

Nashville, TN 37219

pklett@dicl<insonw1'ight.com
agentiy@dickinsonwright.com

Hand
Mail
I'ax)
Fed. Ex(
E-Mail

Nader Baydoun
BAYDOUN & KNIGHT, PLLC
5141 Virginia Way, Suite 210

Brentwood, TN 37027

nbaydoun@bayd0un.com

C0unselfor The Covenam' School

Nicholas R. Barry
America First Legal Foundation
611 Pennsylvania Avenue= SE #231

Washington, DC. 20003
nicholas.barry@aficgal.org

Paul J. Krog
Bulso PLC
155 Franklin Road, Suite 400

Brentwood, TN 37027

pkrog@bulso.com

Counsel for' Petitioners: Michael Patrick Leahy and
Star Digital Media, Inc.News



( ) Hand

( ) Mail
( ) Fax
( ) Fed. Ex.
(x) E-Mail

( ) Hand

( ) Mail

( ) Fax
( ) Fed. Ex.
(x) E~Mai1

Richard L. Hollow
Hollow & Hollow, LLC
P.O. Box 22578

Knoxville, TN 37933

rhollow@hollowlaw.com

Counselfw' Petitioners, The Tennessean, Rachel
Wagner', and Todd Gardenhire

Eric G. Osborne
William L. I'larbison
Christophel' C. Sabis
C. Dewey Branstetler)
Ryan T. Holt
Micah N. Bradley
Frances W. Perkins
Hunter C. Branstettel'
Willian1 D. Pugh
Sherrard Roe Voigt & Harbison, PLC
150 Third Ave South: Suite 1100
Nashville, TN 37201
(615) 742-4200 -- telephone
(615) 742-4539 � fax
cosbome@srvhlaw.com

- bharbison@srvhlaw.com
esabis@31vhlaw. com
dbranstettcr@srvhlaw.com
rholt@srvhlaw.001n
mbradley@srvhlaw.eom
fperkins@srvhlaw.com
hbranstetter@srvl11aw.com
Wpugh@srvhlaw.com

Edward M. Yarbrough (#004097)
Sara D.-Nay101' (#037533)
Spencm' Fane LLP
511 Union Street, Suite 1000

Nashville, Tennessee 37219
(615) 238-6300 � telephone
(615) 238-6301 � fax
eyarbrough@spencerfane.com
snaylor@spencerfanc.com



Hal Hardin
Hardin Law Office
211 Union Street, Suite 200
Nashville, TN 37201
615.369.3377
hal@hardinIawoffice.c01n

Counselfor the CovemmLSch0()IPa)'e11 47
\_' __ _ ./.5'/\ '

.

David L. Raismm 85)

/



Assignment and Transfer of Legal and Equitable
Title to Certain Personal and Intellectuah'.

(. .n.)

Propertv Created bv Audrey Elizabeth Hal'e'E 3:
Whereas Ronald and N01ma Hale (the "Hales") aie the parents ofAudiey Elizabeth,
Hale ("Ms. Hale"), and

Whereas, during her lifetime, Ms. Hale created, selected, organized and/or confiniletfi
electronic and/or tangible writings, papers, drawings, photos, graphs, maps, irfi'ages,
impressions, and other media, and further including records, compilations and
databases of electronic searches conducted by Ms. Hale that may be stored on various
electronic devices and systems, all of which are now in the possession of and/or are
accessible by the Metropolitan Government ofNashville and Davidson County and/or
other government authorities (collectively the "Writings"), and

Whereas, the Writings constitute copyrighted works and/or confidential information
owned byMs. Hale during her lifetime (collectively the "Intellectual Property Rights")

Whereas Ms. Hale died on March 27, 2023 during the events that took place at the
Covenant School, and

Whereas the Hales are not aware of any will or other valid testamentary instrument
executed by Ms. Hale that prevents their ability to disposite of the Writings, and

Whereas, in the absence of a valid testamentary instrument executed by Ms. Hale,
all ofMs. Hale's property transfers to her closest next-of�kin, and

Whereas, under Tennessee intestate law, with Ms. Hale having no spouse (living or
otherwise) or descendants (living or otherwise), the first beneficiaries would be Ms.
Hale's parents; and thus, the Hales are Ms. Hale's closest next-of�kin,

Whereas the Hales therefore own equitable title to the Writings and anticipate
owning possession and legal title of the Writings following probate of Ms. Hale's
estate, and

Whereas evidence from suicides and trauma following past mass murders and
scientific research shows that material like the Writings can cause additional
psychological trauma to the surviving victims, and

Whereas evidence known to law enforcement and from scientific research shows that
material like the Writings can inspire others to commit copycat and other similar
mass murders, and

Page 1 of 8



Whereas the Hales desire that no further harm come to any of the children who
survived the events that took place on March 27, 2023 at the Covenant School (the
"Children"), and

Whereas the Hales desire that no further harm come to any children or adults
anywhere in the world because of the Writings, and

Whereas the parents of the Children have organized themselves and intervened in
a pending legal dispute to prevent dissemination of the Writings to prevent further
harm that may come from dissemination of the Writings to the Children and/or any
othei' person in the world, and.

Whereas the Davidson County Chancery Court, Division III, has permitted the
Parents of Min01' Covenant Students Jane Doc and John Doe (the "Parents") to
intervene pseudonymously on behalf of the Children in the matter of Clata Brewm
et. al. u. Metro, No. 23-0538�III, and

Whereas the composition and identities of the parents and the Children has been set
by order of the Chancery Court and is known only to the Chanc01101' and the Parents'
legal representatives, and

Whereas Counsel for' the Hales is satisfied that the "Parents" � and no others � ai'e
truly representative of the "Children" the Hales wish to protect, and

Whereas the Hales wish to protect the privacy of the Children by conveying their
rights to a trust, and

Whereas the Hales wish to ensure that the trust created by this gift will be used for
the purpose of (1) preventing the dissemination of the Writings, (2) preventing the
copying, distribution, publication, or unauthorized use of any of the Writings, and (3)
for the purpose of seeking damages on behalf of the Children caused by any
infringement, misappropriation, 01' unauthorized use of any of the Intellectual
Property Rights, and

Whereas the Hales wish to make an irrevocable gift of the Writings for the purpose
of helping protect the Children and indeed all children and persons in the wor'ld,

Now, therefore, the Hales hereby:

1. Irrevocably assign and transfer all of their equitable, legal, and other rights in
the Writings and Intellectual Property Rights (including all tangible copies thereoi)
as a gift to the Parents in trust for the benefit of the Children, including all rights to
and claims for damages, restitution, and injunctive and other legal and equitable
relief fei' past, present, and future infringement or misappropriation of any of the
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Intellectual Property Rights, f01' the express purpose of preventing harm to the
Children including preventing dissemination of the writings and to pursue all legal
rights and remedies available at law to recover damages on behalf of the Children for
the harm they will suffei'.

2. State that the name of the trust created by this assignment and transfer shall
be the "Covenant Children's Trust,"

3. Appoint Brent Leatherwood as the representative of the Parents in the legal
proceedings as the initial trustee of the Covenant Children's Trust.

4. Establish that Mr. Leatherwood shall serve as trustee until such time as he
shall voluntarily resign and appoint a successor trustee or be replaced as trustee by
a writing signed by a majority of the Pai'ents.

5. Provide assurances that they will take all steps necessary to effectuate full and
complete transfer of the Writings, including executing such other documents as
beneficiaries or executors of the estate that may reasonably be necessary to transfer,
register, and/01' record any of the Intellectual Property Rights conveyed herein.

6. Assign and license (or upon probate of the estate will assign and license) to the
Covenant Children's Trust such rights under the Tennessee Personal Rights
Protection Act, (T.C.A. Section 47-25-].101 � 1108) thatmay be needed by the trust to
prevent and remedy the unauthorized use ofMs. Hale's name, image, or likeness for
commercial purposes in relation to the events that took place at the Covenant School.
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Signature Page To
Assi nmen an Tr n for fLe l n E uita l til 0 tai r

and Intelle r b A dre Eliz b th Hale

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Aseignox's and Assignee have caused this
Assignment Agreement to be executed on the day and yen first above written.

Assignors: By: R 1d Hal

By':

Ema

Hale

'

|

By: David Raybin, Esq.
Counsel to AssignOL's Ronald and Norma

' '

Assignee: By: Brent Leatherwood
On behalfof the Parents ofMinor
Covenant Students Jane Doe and John
Doe \'\
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF TENNESSEE )
)

COUNTYmil/72w 0136M
)

)

I hereby swear or affirm that the foregoing Assignment and Transfer ofLegal and Equitable
Title to Certain Personal and Intellectual Property Created by Audrey Elizabeth Hale
was executed by me on this A iV" day of June, 2023.

Name: Ronald Hale

Title: PA (a E NT 0F ,40113 (251 #4LE.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this the [357 SMday of :jLL .k , 2023.

mg Iii/74A 1ny (32" (UM HL/Notary Public

My Commission Expires: / ' c? '9//(}§/
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF TENNESSEE )

COUNTYom )} Sam )J
I hereby swear or affirm that the foregoing Assignment and Transfer ofLegal and Equitable

Title to Certain Personal and Intellectual Property Created by Audrey Elizabeth Hale
was executed by me on this [3 V'Uay of June, 2023.

[V
Name: Norma Hale

/P0«V€J'\t 0? prudretlj'hlc/Title:

CUM L ,2023.Sworn to and subscribed before me on this the
I 53% day of

\Sikfirtrm Bf Udilutfl
Notary Public

My Commission Expires: '
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF TENNESSEE )
'\ . A

)
COUNTY oEJ 1101 Hmm )

I hereby swear or affirm that the foregoing Assignment and Transfer ofLegal and Equitable
Title to Certain Personal and Intellectual Property Created by Audrey Elizabeth Hale
was executed by me on this '39 'Lday of June, 2023.

Name: David L. Raybin, Esq.

Title:

QfiéVQv'Nry/yé
'Lfllgx/ .

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this the
l

UK
day of CH I ILL , 2023.

\bl'mum oz". Mil/{fled
Notary Public
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VERIFICATION

)
)
)

STATE OF TENNESSEE

COUNTY or DMJSW

[ hereby swear or affirm that the foregoing Assignment and Transfer ofLegal and Equitable
Title to Certain Personal 8 d ntellectual Property Created by Audrey Elizabeth Hale
was executed by me on this ay of June, 2023.

Name: Brent Leatherwood.

Tider

Swom to and subscribed before me on this the l'fflday of 3-0511 2023

"65/3
Not" Pu

My Commission Expires: UPW M

END
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