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9:00 o'clock A.M,, Thursdsy, July 22, 195L.

DR. SAMUEL K. GERBER: At this
time under the authority vested in me by the statutes
of the State of Ohlio, I am opening an inquest into the
death of Marilyn Sheppard. For those who are assembled
here the School EBoard requests that you do not smoke,
and as far as other imstructions are concerned I request
that the newspaper photographers will take their pictures
of the witness at the time that he or she is seated in the
chair; not to take pictures during the process of testify=~
ing. I also request that persons do not leave the room
and come back in indiscriminately. I would like to have
complete and orderly decorum. If I do not have complete

and orderly decorum I will heave that person removed from

the room.

i




S T

JOHN SPENCER HOUK, having been first

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION OF JOHN SPENCER HOUK

By Dr. Gerber:

Q What is your name, please?

=

John Spencer Houk.

Where do you live?

C

At 29014 Lake ttoad.

Q How long have you lived in this community of Bay
Village?

A Abcut 1L years,

« What is your occupation, Mr. Houk?

£ I am in the retail meat business énd also Mayor of
the City of bay Vvillage.

Q Do you have an official position with the City of
bay Village?

& That'svright.

Q And £hat is lMayor?

A That's right.

How iong have you been Mayor?

I am starting on my fifth year this year.

Are you acquainted with Dr., Samuel H. Sheppard?

I am.

> O 9 O

Were you acquainted with Marilyn Sheppard, his wife?




Q

Yes, I was.
How long have you known Sem and Marilyn Sheppard?
About two and a hsalf years.

Where did that acquaintanceship and knowledge begin,

where were they living at the time?

A
Q
A

Q

They were living three doors east of us on Lake Road.
Were you social friends?
Yes, We were,

Did you and your wife visit back and forth with Dr.

Sam Sheppard and Marilyn Sheppard?

A

Q

&

A

Yes, we did.

Did they visit you?

Yes, they did. |

Do you own anything in common with Dr. Sam Sheppard?
Yes. We owned a boat in common.

What kind of a boat is that?

A 1l foot aluminum outboard motor boat.

Could you describe it, please, more?

Well, it is about 1l feet long and made of aluminum,

and it is just an ordinery 1L foot outboard motor boat.

Q

Does it have any compartments in it or is it just

walls and places to sit down?

A

Well, there is walls and places to sit down, and

there is a quarter-deck over the top in the front. But

it is not enclosed except by the deck itself.
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It was propelled by an outboard motor you say?
That!s right.

Could it be propelled by oars?

> £ > o

It could be, yes.

Q When did you acquire the boat?

A I can't remember exactly. i think it was the summer
before last.

Q That would be the summer of 19529

A I believe that's right, but I am‘not sure.

« Was the motor écquired, the outboard motor acquired
at the same time?

A No, sir. |

% Who used the motor boat, the outboard motdr boat?

A Well, all of us used it. The Sheppards used it.
Our family used it. 4#&nd my son used it.

Q Where 1s this boat kept?

A It 1s normally kept in the boathouse that extends
underneath the wall at our next door neighbor, the
Bursinos,

1 Where else is it kept?

A On some occasions it would be pulled up on the beach
behind the Sheppard home.

& was this a light boat that could be carried?

A One man couldn't carry it alone, but one maﬁ could

pick up one end of it, either end.
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Q And pull it or drag it ashore?

A Yes,

O

That is, pull it over the sand, over the beach?
A Yes. |
Q Could one man also launch it?

A Yes, sir. |

Q Can you recell the last time that you used the boat
and who was in your company at the time you used the
boat?

A The last time I used the boat was on Friday night
prior to this occurrence, and my brother-in-law, Paul
Gerhardt,was with me.

Q Where did you lesve the boat at that time when you

finished usling ite

A In the bosathouse.

Q Did you remove the outboard motor?

A Yes, sir.

Q And where was the outboard motor put?

A Well, I have two of my own, and I was using one of

them, and it was put in & box that I have behind my home

downn on the wall.

Q Did Dr. Sheppard own an individual motor for the
boat?
A Yes, he did.

Q And you had two of your own?
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A Thatt'scorrect. !
Q Lo your knowledge do you know whether or not anyone
used the boat after you dide?

A Not to my knowledge.

@ Where was the boat on Saturday, July 3rd?

A Well, to the best of my knowledge it wasvwhere we {
left it the previous night on Friday in the boathouse.

I can't be certain whether it was used or not, but to the
best of my knowledge it was not.

Q Where was the boat on Sunday, July Lthe

A I believe 1t was still in the boathouse.

Q Do you water-ski?

A No, sir. §
Q Do you know anything ebout the paraphernalia necessary:

for water-skiing?

A Yes, sir.

g What things are necessary for water-skiing?

A Well, the skis and & ski rope.
Q Can you describe a ski?

A Well, a water-ski looks quite similar I belleve to

any other set of skis, and it has a place on it where the

feet can be inserted and held with a rubber clamp of
some sort.
4] Can you describe a skl rope?

A well, it is a long rope that 1s attached to a boat




on one end, and on the other end is a bar which the skier
holds onto to pull him up.

Q How long is the bar?

A I wouldnt't have any idea exactly how long it is.

I would judge, oh, probably a foot long.

Q How thick is this bar, the diameter?

A I wouldn't know. Probably about anyinch.

& Do I understand you correctly theat there are two
ropes to the ski rope, it is & comblination of two ropes?
A (no answer)

Q The end that fastens to the boat, does it fasten in
two places or in one place?

A It fastens in one place.

Q One place, and when it attached to the bar are there
two ropes that come out to the bar or one rope?

A I believe there are two. ‘

Q Then the bar 1is attached on both ends, the rope

is attached to both ends of the bar?

A Yes, sir.

Q Is it fastened by knots?

A I belileve they are.

Q Were they any ski ropes in the boat, to your knowledge

at any time?

A Yes, there were on a lot of occasions.

Q Can you recollect how many skl ropes?
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A No, not exactly., T believe, however, that there were
at least three,
@ Did you see Dr. Sam Sheppard and Marilyn Sheppard on

July 3rd?

A Yes, sir.,
Q Do you recall at what hour that mey have been?

A It was between 6:15 and 6:30 on the evening of July

Q Where did you see them?
A As I came home from work they were backing out of
their driveway. 1 pulled in the driveway at my home

end they drove past, heading west, and slowed down and l

hollered at me and sald "Hi" or something like that.

- Did you talk to them by telephone on July 3rd after
6:15? §
A No, sir,

% Did you see Dr. Sheppard, Sam Sheppard, and hls wife
on July Lth?

A Yes, sir,

G Where did you see them?

A I saw them at thelr home, in response to hils call.
) What time was that?
A As near as I can determine 1t was about ten minutes

to six in the morning.

Q What time did you get the call?
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A As I say, as near as I can determine it was about
ten minutes to six. I didn't look at the clock at that
time or a watch, but I am basing that on the time that
the police station has a record of the time I called into'g
them. As near as I can determine, the call that 1 received
was from 12 to 15 minutes before that call.

Q Now, referring to July 3rd, at approximately 6:15 P.M.}
when you were driving by the Sheppard home, when you saw
them backing out of the driveway, and then when they
stopped, subsequently stopped to say hello at your drive-
way =- |

A They didn't stop, sir. They slowed down.

Q Slowed down. That was the time, the only time that

you can recall that you saw them on July 3rd, that is,

at that time, no later than that?

A No, sir,
Q And there were no telephone calls or communications

subsequent to that time until 5:45 or 5:4,7 A.M. on July

Lithe?

A That's correct.

Q Is that what I understand you to say?
A That's right.

& And Qho called you?

A Dr. Sam Sheppard. |

w And what did he tell you?
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A He said, "My God, Spen, get over here quick. I thinki
they have kille;d Marilyn." And I said, "What?" He seid,
"My God, get over quick." ‘

Q was that all the conversation?

A Yes, sir.

Q Then what did you do?

A I grabbed some clothés that were laying there and
threw them on, as did my wife, and we hurried downstairs,
got into our station wagon and drove directly to the
Sheppard home.

Q Now, where is the telephone located over which you
received the call?

A fight next to my bed.

Q Do you recall now who was in your home on the night

of July 3rd?
A Just our immedlate family. ;
% That would be who?

A My mother and my wife and my two children.

« Do you recall what time you retired for the night?

a4 Not exactly, but it would be some time I believe
between 12:30 and 1:00,

Q Did the children precede you to bed?

A well, actually, the three of us went to bed at about
the same time. I cantt say whether I went up the steps

first or the kids did. But it was about the same time.
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Q When you say the three of you, who do you mean by
the three of you?

A My two children and myself,

Q Then your wife and mother had previously retired?
A No. My mother had previously retired, but my wife
did not.

Q€ Do you have any ldea as to what time your wife
retired?

A 1 don't precisely, no.

Q Did you have any telephone calls after you retired
except this one that we have mentioned?

A No, sir.

~ Did the children or your wife to your knowledge or
your mother to your knowledge have any telephone calls
after midnight?

A No, asir.

Q How long do you think, then, it took you to get over

to the Sheppard home?

A From the time I received the call?

) Yes,

A well, I would judge probably about five minutes.
Q And how did you go?

A I drove over.

Q You and your wife went together?

A That's correct.
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Q When you got to the Shepbard home were you met by
anybody?
A No, sir.

w What door to the Sheppard home did you go into?

A The door that is on the Lake Road side.
Q Was that door opened or closed?
A The door was closed.

Was it locked?
No, sir.
Q Then all that was necessary to do was to turn the
knob and push the door open?
A Thatts right.
“ Do you know whether your wife preceded you or you

preceded your wife when you went into the house?

A I can't truthfully sey. < think we both went in
together,
Q 1 wish you would now relate to the best of your

recollection what you saw when‘you got into the house
and what was said to you and what you said and what you
did.

A Well, as we went in the first thing I noticed was
the doctor's medical bag laying in the hallway, end I

do remembe; at that same time seeing the door that opens
on to the lake being om ned, and that is all I remember

of first impressions.




I went immediately in to the den which is
to the right of the hallway as you go in, and Dr. Sam
Sheppard was half sitting and half lying in this big
easy chair, and we went immediately to him and asked
him what had happened, and he said, "I don't know, but
somebody should try to do something for Magilyn."
My wife immediately went upstairs and I stayed there with
Dr, Sheppard and said something like, "Sam, get a hold
of yourself, tell me what happened." He said, "I dontt
know exactly what happened." He said, ™A1l I remsmber
is waking up on the couch and I heard Mérilyn screaming
and I started up the stairs and something or somebody
clobbered me and the next thing I remember I came to down
on the beach and I came back up the stairs and I think
I tried to do something for Marilyn, and that!s all I
know, that's 11 I know."
« Go ghead.
A Almost immediately after, my wife came downstairs,
and looked at me and shook her head and said, “Hon, call

the police, call the ambulance, call everybody." I

then called the “ay Village police department and told them,

to come up and following that I called Dr. Richeard
Sheppard and told him to get up right away.

") Go on.

A The first to respond were the police and the ambulance

§
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which was manned by the Bay Village firemen, and to the

best of my knowledge the first man to come in was Officer

Drenkhan. i

Q Spell it? %
A D-r-e-n-k-h-a-n, I bel ieve, f
Q To interrupt, how was Dr., Sam Sheppard attired? g
A The only thing I remember his having on were trousers.
Q Do you recall anything else about him?

A Do you mean with regard to his dress?

Q Yes,

A Iruthfully, sir, I can't., I understand that he - §
Q No, don't tell that. What about his physical
condition?

A 1 did notice a slight groove or bump on the right

side of his face. !

« Anything else? ?
' |

A No, sir. :

& Did he complain to you about anything other than

his wife?

A Yes, He complained about his neck. He did some |

time right at that time get up from his chalr and walk
out to the kitchen and back, held hls hands over his

neck behind, and said, "I think my neck is broken."

Q

his trousers were wet?

Was his trousers wet, did you notice whetler or not
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A I did not notice.

Q Did you notice whether or not the upper part of his

chest and shoulders weres wet?

A Ilnow that his shoulders were dry.

|
;
Q Did you touch his shoulders? ;
A Yes, sir. 5
Q Did you touch his haire
A No, =sir,
q

Did you notice whether or not it was dry or wet?

A I didn't notice.

Q@ Did you observe anything on his trousers?

A Ko, sir, I did not.

Q Had you ssen these trousers before?

A Iruthfully, sir, at thst time I didn't even pay
any attentlion to the trousers, other than to know that
he had trousers on. ?

Q Did he have any shoes on and stockings?

A I didn't even notice that.

Q Did youtry to do anything for him?

A No, sir, other then to talk to him, as T said, and try

!
to find out what had hepme ned.

Q Did you go into the bedroom where Mrs., Sheppard was
found dead?
A No, sir, I did not go into the bedroom.

Q@ Did Dr, sheppard go into the bedroom where the death
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occurred during your stay at the home, at the Sheppard
home?

A Dr. Sam Sheppard?

Q Yes, Dr, Sam Sheppard?

A No, sir,

Q You say the embulance wes manned by firemen arrived |
and then Officer Drenkhan arrived. Who came next, to

the best of your knowledge?

A I believe Dr. Kichard Sheppard.

Q Do you have any idea as to the time that he arrived?
A Not accurate, I would say from, oh, five to ten

minutes after the police and the ambulance got there.

& Did you have any conversation with Dr. Hichard Shepparg?
A No immediate conversation I don!t believe at that
time.

Q What did you observe when Dr. Richard Sheppard got |
there or what did you see him do?
A He came 1in the house aml he immediately went upstairs

and I remember his coming down and asking if anyone had

a knife, and there was some flurring around in the

kitchen looking for a knife,

Q Who did the flurring®?

A Well, there were several of us there at that time.
I can't be certain, but I believe it was one of the fire-

men who got a knife for him.
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&
A

Q

What did he want the knife for?
I don't know, sir.

Did he talk to his brother, Dr. Sam Sheppard before

he went upstairs, before he went in the kitchen and

then upsteairs?

A

)

Not to my knowledge.

When you called Dr. Sheppard, Dr. hichard Sheppard,

did you tell him what was then existing or what had

happened?

A

Well, I can't give you my exact words, but I

indicated I believe what had happened.

Q

A

Could you give us some idea of what you said?

Well, this is just guessing, but I believe that I

said, "Rich, you better get up here quick, something

terrible hes happened, I think Marilyn is dead or been

killed," or something like that. I cantt tell, remember

specifically what I said.

Q

A

wWhen Dr. Richard Shepperd got there did he telk to any

_one before he went upstairs?

I can't say for certain. It seems as if he asked,

I heard him say to someone "Where 1sshe?" or something

like that, but I can't be certain of that.

i
'
!
i
i

{
H
]
t
i

|t

|
i
§
!
i
i
1
!
|
{

|
|

Q Now, do you. know what time the Chief arrived, approxi-
mately?
A No, sir, I can't tell.
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Q During the list of names, you arrived wlth four wife,
and then the ambulance arrived with the firemen, and then
Officer Drenkhen and then Dr. Richard Sheppard and who
came next, do you know?

A I truthfully don't know who did come next.

Q What did you tell the police or the offlcers of Bay
Village to do, dld you glve them any directlons?

A Yes., Officer Drenkhan asked me what I thought we
should do. I said, "I think we should call some outside
help lmmediately," and directed him to call the Coroner's
office and whoever else he thought he should call.,

Q You leave that at hls dlscretion?

A Yes. I believe he said, "Well, how about Cleveland
Homicide?™ and I sald fine, or something llke that. I
can't reﬁémber precisely.

Q Now, how long dld you stay at this time in the

house or about the house?

A Well, I can't tell exactly how long it was I stayed.
We were all pretty much upset. But the first time I left
I would judge would probgbly have been, oh, roughly

45 minutes.

Q Durlng that time was there any further conversation
wlth Dr. Sam Sheppard and Dr. Richard Sheppard?

A Not that I remember, except that when Dr.vRichard

Sheppard came down from upstalrs he dld go over and talk
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to Sam briefly then. I didn't hear the conversation,
I don't know what was sald.

Q Then after Dr. Richard talked to Dr. Sam, what
happened?

A Weli, I -can't state sbecifically what happened.

Everythling, everybody was there then that I had mentioned.

!

Q What tlme was Dr. Sam Sheppard removed from the houseé

A I can't tell that, I don't know.

Q Were you there when he was removed?

A I don't belleve I was., I dldn't Qee him being re-
moved,

Q Do you know who moved him?

A No, sir. I dldn't see 1%t. I heard.

Q What did you hear?

A Well, I heard thaﬁ he went west, in the car wlth Dr.
Stephen Sheppard.

Q Did you see Dr. Stephen Sheppard come then?

A I d4id not see hlm come.

Q When you left to go to your home, who dld you leave
in the Sheppard home?

A Well, the policé department was there, of course,
and Dr. Richard, my wife, and I can't truthfully say
whether the rest, whether anybody else was there or not.
Q You left your wilfe there?

A Yes, sir,
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Q What was the purpose of your leaving?

A Well, 1t suddenly occurred to me, and I mentiloned to
my wife, that we had rushed off and left the house unlocked,
and I says, "I think I will go home and lock up the house
because mother and the kids were there." And she sald,
"Oh, don't do that, don't bother waking up the klds."
And I still felt it should be done. So I went home and
woke up my son, Larry, and told him what had happened
and instructed him to lock the door after I left, the

one door can be locked only from the inside.

Then where did you go then?

Then I went back over to the Sheppard home.

And you staysd there from then on?

Well, probably from then on the whole day, I belleve.

O » O » O

can you recall how long you remained at home when

you went to wake up your son?

A Well, not specifically,vno.

Q How long do you think 1t took from the time you

left untlil the time you got back?

A Well, I would judge ten to fifteen minutes.

Q When you got back were there any new people there
than at the time that you left?

A Well, I belleve that theré were, but I can't be
certain. I mean, things had happened so fast and the f
whole thing was such a shock I just can't remember whethe%,

i
}
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Just the events of thelr coming, that 1s, when they came.

Q Wes Dr. Richard still there, Richard Sheppard?

A I don't remember.

Q Was Dr. Stephen Sheppard there?

A Well, they were both fhere sometime during the morning,

but at that specific time just when I came back I cantt

remember whether they were there or werent't thers,. ;

Q Did you observe Dr. Stephen Sheppard come to his

brothert's home, Dr. Sam Sheppard?

A No, sir,

b Dld you make any observatlions of the things that

| happened after you came back the second time, that is,
after you left and then came back?
A No specific observation othef than more or less what
I had seen the first time I was over. I do recall going
down onto the beach with Chlef Eaton and seeing some
footprints, which we followed over to the westerly piler
of NMetropolitan Park, and later learned, I guess, that
it was our firement!s footprints that we had followed.
They had already gone over that way. And we talked, the
Chief and I, talked with a couple of fishermen on the
wall there or on the wharf.
Q wWhat did they tell you, what did the flishermen tell
you, can you recall?

A Well, we had asked, we asked them if they had seen

i
!
i
T
¥
|
|
|
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.was right after the firemen and policemen came I did go

any person or persons walking along the beach at any tims,
and they reported having seen two, what appeared to be
teen agers walking in that general area. I believe that
they said around, around 5:00 or 5:30, I can't be certain
of that. The Chief made a record of it.

Q Do you recall what time that was that you talked to
them?

A No, sir, I don't,

Q After you got back do you recall having any conversa- ;
tion with Sam Sheppard?

A No, sir,.

Q Or was he stlll there or was he gone?

A I believe, sir, that he was gone, but I can't be
certalin of that, But I did not have any more conversation
with him,

® Did you go anyplace in the house other than the
study off to the right of the hall? What other rooms
did you go into?

A At what time?

Q When you arrived there or shortly, durlng the time
you were there in the morning.

A Well, immediately upon arrival I was 1n the study,

and I was in the kitchen, and shortly after, I believe it |

up the steps and look 1lnto the room.
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O » O P O » O

Did you go in the living room?

You mean immediately at that time?

Yes.

No, sir, not at that immediate time.
Subsequently did you.go in the living room?
During the day?

During the early morning. Did you walk through the

living room?

A

Well, I know that I walked through the llving room

and went out the northerly door when I went down on the

beach, yes.

Q

A

What was the condition of the llving room?

Well, I noticed that the desk that was there, the

drawers were pulled out, and thet there was some stuff

laying around there.

Q
A
Q
A

Q

Would you call that chaos?

No, sir.

Or chaotic?

No, I wouldn't call it that, sir.

Did Dr. Sheppard discuss with you anything at all

about the taking of Dr. Sam Sheppard to a hospital, did

anyone discuss that with you?

A

Q

No, sir.

Did you order the removal of Dr. Sam Sheppard to

a hospital?
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A

A

Q

4
Q

I did not.,

Di1d anyone ask your approval on the removal of Dr.

No,

: Sam Sheppard to the hospltal?

air.

When you walked down on the beach can you tell us the

condition of the lake at that partlicular time?

Q

There were swells, but 1t was not exceedingly rough.

How wide, approximately how wide 1ls the beach from the

embankment out to the edge of the lake?

A You
stalrs?
Q Yes

mean at that particular point at the foot of the

, at the foot of the stairs, and other places

that you can describe that you are acquainted with.

A

Well, at that particular point at the foot of the

stalirs,

if there are no waves and the lake 1s flat, I

would judge perhaps six feeft.

Q

And at this time was there any beach or was the water

or the waves clear up to the steps?

At thls time there was some beach.

How much?

Well, I would estimate about three feet in between

A

<

A
waves,
Q If

so to spesak. It would wash up and then wash back.

you walked on the beach, which you dld, would you

get wet at that time on the morning that you were there?

A

No.

You could walk on the beach without getting wetJ

|
i
—
!
}
|
{




27

i
!
i
]
j
i
i
!
.
I

I
!

P Q Would the waves come up high enough to splash you with

i water?

A No.
Q What was the temperature of the water at that time,

do you know, was it cold or warm or chilly?

A I have no ldesa.

Q During your acquaintance did you have any occasions

to be in the company of Dr. Sam Sheppard and Marilyn?

A Yes.
Q Would you call them numerous or occasionally?
A Well, for last year I would say occasionally. In

other words, sometimes i1t might be twice a week we would
be in their company, and agein we might not be in their
company for a couple of weeks.

Q When Dr. Sheppard, Dr. Sem Sheppard and iarllyn
Sheppard came to your home, did they meke themselves at
home, did they do things the same things that you, your
wife,and children would do in the home?

A Yes, they made themselves very much at home.

Q Did Marilyn Sheppard come over alone to visit?
A On occasions she would. Not often.,
Q Were there other people prégent when you were

together, other groups, other couples?
A Yes, on a lot of occasions there were.

Q Did you ever notice or hear personally of any
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arguments or difficulty betwsen Marilyn Sheppard and Sam
Sheppard?

A Nothing specific. Normal arguments that any couple
might have. I would suggest, truthfully, that perhaps
they argued less than my wife and I did.

Q How did Dr. Sheppard, since you bring that up, d4id
Dr. Sheppard treat hls wife llke you treat your wife?

Put 1t thils way, when you have a project, when you are
goiﬁg to do something or purchase something, do you dis-
cuss that with your wife?

A I most certalnly do.

Q Do you know whether Dr. Sam Sheppard discussed somethiﬁg

like that with his wife when he declded to buy something?
A Well, no, I don't believe he did.

Q In so far as you know, he didn't?

A Yes, I would say that would bve right.

Q Were there any disagreements about the purchases

that Dr. Sam Sheppard made or may have made, with his wife?

A Well, I had heard a couple of mild disagrements to
the effect that perhaps he was golng out and buying a car
or something llke that when she could use some new furni-

ture,

Q Did you notice Dr. Sheppardts disposition and evidence%

of a bad temper?

A No, sir, I never did.

i
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Q Were you ever prssent when Dr. Sheppard disciplined
his son?
A No, sir.

Q Do you have any knowledge of Dr. Sheppard's son being

dlisciplined?
A No, sir.
Q Did you ever see Dr. Sam Sheppard in a violent rage?

A No, sir, I did not.

Q Can you descrilbe the condition of the couch in the
living room of the Sheppard home, that is, when you
arrlved there or shortly after you arrived there?

A No, sir, I cannot,

Q Dld you make any observations later on of the couch?
A To my knowledge, the first time I saw the couch wasv
sometlime after your arrival.

Q What was the condition of it then?

A Well, 1t seemed to be smooth and generally ln good

order,
Q Did you notlce a jacket on the couch?
A Yes, sir.

A corduroy Jjacket?

Q

A I belleve 1t was a corduroy jacket,

Q Did you notice the condition of the corduroy jacket?
A

Well, 1t seemed to be folded neatly and just laying

on the couch.
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Q Was 1t wet, that is, that you noticed?
A Not that I noticed.
Q Did Dr. Sam Sheppard go to his wife's bedroom while
you were there?
A No, sir. |
DR. GERBER: Thank you ever so mucﬁ,
Mayor. We may recall you or may not, but you ;

can go about your busliness.
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ESTHER HOUK, having been flrst duly sworn,

was examined and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION OF ESTHER HOUK

BY DR. GERBER:

> O > £ P O » O

Q

You are the wife of the Mayor of the City of Bay Village?

A

> O

> O

> O > O P O

What 1s your name, pléase?
Esther Houk.

Just talk so he can hear jyou.
Esther Houk.

Where do you llfe?

20014 Lake Road.

Bay Village, Ohlo?

Bay Village. |

Will you speak up a little bit, he can't hear you.

Yos, I am.

How long have you been married?

Twenty years.

You have how many children?

Two.

What are thelr names, please?

Lawrence Houk and Linnette Houk.,

You are ascquainted with Dr. Sam Sheppard?
Yes,

Soclally?

Yes.
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Is he your family physiclan?

My mother-in-law'!s family physiclan.

Not yours personally?

I have had Dr. Sam as a physician.,

You were acqualnted with Marllyn Sheppard, his wife?
Yes.

How long have you been acquainted with her?

We became acquainted possibly eight or ten months

after they moved here, into thelr present home.

Q

Eight or ten months after they moved Iinto thelr

present home?

A Yes.

Q Where they now reside?

A Yes.,

Q How long ago did they move in?

A I believe they moved In in July or August of '51.
Q Can you recall where you were on July 3 of thls year,
that 1s Saturday, July 3¢9

A I was at home, to mﬁ recollection, all day and all
evening.

Q Did you go to any stores, make any purchases any-
place?

A It 1s possible, but I don't think so.

Q Did you visit with anyone?

A I don't remember. |
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Did you visit with Marilyn and Sam Sheppard on July S?j

Q .
A No. g
Q Did you talk to them by telephone? 5
A No. |
Q On July 3% | i
A No. | g
Q Do you recall what time your husband came home on ;
July 3%

A After work,

Q Is that --

A Possibly 6:30.

Q Is that the usual time for him to come home on a |
Saturday? |
A Yes. !

Q From 6:30 P. M. then could you recall what you and
your husband did?

A Well, he wafched the fight on televislon, and we
went down to the lake to watch the fireworks at Edgewatser
Park untll probably 10:30,

Q You say, who 1s we? ;
A My husband and I. }
Q I mean, to watch the fireworks? i
A Yes. ‘
Q | That is, the lake 1in the back, in the front of the

house or the back of the house?
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A We went down to the lake. We conslder it the back
of the house.

Q You were able to see the fireworks in Cleveland?

A Edgewater Park.

Q At Edgewater Park. Now, go ahead.

A We came up and my husband watched the ball gams.
Our daughter and son came home, and our son llstened to
the ball game with hls father and our daughter and I
watched the movie on television. They had the portable
radio in the living room for the ball game, and we watched
television at the same time.

Q How long did you listen to the radio and watch
televislon?

A I believe the ball gamewas over very shortly before
the movie was over, and I think it was probably between
12:30 or quarter of 1:00,

Q During that time did you have any telephons calls
from the Sheppard home?

A No.

Q Did you see the Sam Sheppards that night?

A No.
Q Across the lots?
A No.

You didn't talk to them?

> O

No.

o e ey

[V S U
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Q By telephone?

A No.

Q After watching the ball game and listening to the
ball game and watching the.television, what happened then
in your home?

A My husband asnd the children went to bed. I was not
sleepy, so I took a copy of a magazine I had saved to
read one story, and declided since I could sleep 1n Sunday
morning, I would resd that story at that time. So I
read the magazine,

Q Until about whet time?

A Until possibly 2:30.

Q Can you tell me approximately how many feet or

yards that you live from the Sheppard home?

A Probably, considering the lot sizes, we live 2C0 feet,

Q During her life dld you ever call back and forth
across lots?

A No.

Q Did you hear anything out of the ordinary at the
time that you were up until 2:;30 in the nelighborhood?
A No. |
Did you hear any nolses whatsoever?

No.

No shouting?

> O r O

No.
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Was anyone on the beach, did you hear anyone on the

beach?

O  OH b O O P O = O P&

ﬁo, not that night.

That night, I am talking about Saturday night now,
Yes. |

You went, then returned around 2:;30°?
No, i1t must have been about 3:00.
5:00%

Before 1 retired.

Your husband had previously retlired?
Yes.

And your mother-in-law?

Yes. |

For the record I neglected to get 1t, what is your

mother-in-law!s name?

&

Q

Pearl Houk.
How old is she?
Seventy-seven.

Your mother-in-law and your two children and your

husband had retired?

A

» o P O

Yes.
You were the only one up 1n your home?

Yes.

Did you receive any telephone calls during that time?

None that I recall.
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: Q Then you retired. What do you remember next?

A A phone call which in itself 1is not unusual at our
house. I heard my husband, the tone of my husband's
voice, which is probably what really awakened me.

Q What did you hear?

A I can't remember exactly the words.

Q What is the substance of 1t¢

A The substance was that something terrible had happened

I belleve he wanted Sam to repeat, because he couldn't
realize what Sam said,

Q Did you know he was talking to Sam Sheppard?

A No. He must have asked somethiné like, "What is
that again?™ or "Tell me again."

Q Well, did you know who he was talking to?

A Not until after he hung up and I asked him what the

trouble was.

Q Then what did he say?

A He said, I can't remember hls exact words.
Q But in substance?
A He sald something to the effect come qulck. Sam

said somebody tried to murder Marilyn,
Q What time was this?
I didn't look at the clock.

Do you have any ldea as to the time?

> O

I have gotten an idea since, but at that time I had

no
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idea.

Q
A

What time?

I gather the time was around 6:00. I thought I heard

gomeone say the pollice call had gone in at 6:05, but I

don't know that 1s where --

Q
A

Was it daylight or was it daybreak?

It was light enough so that I had no trouble dressing

or finding my way around. 1 don't recall looking at the

sky to see whether the sun was up or not.

Q You were up until around 35:00 otclock. What was the
weather?

A It was cool and very windy when I went to bed.

Q Were your windows up?

A Yes. |

Q You heard no out-of-the-ordinary noises?

A No.

Q Now -- did you have something --

A Well, the lake makes so much noise there.

Q Was 1t cool enough so that you had to wear a jacket?
A I bhad a fire in the fireplace that evening.

Q Now, after this conversation with your husband when

you were awakened by tl®» telephone call, will you relate

just what you did without me interrupting, just go ahead

and relate it?

A

Well, I grabbed a pair of slacks and & tee shirt that

:
H
i
i
}
|
§
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were on the chair, ran downstalrs and asked my husband 1if
we would walk or drive, and he said, "Drive, that will be
faster." We got into the car and drove over.

Q Just go on.

A We both got to the doof at the same time. He opened
the door.

Q Which door was that?

A I belleve they calllit the back door, the one facing
Lake Road.

Q The one on Lake Road?

4 Yes. We went in and immedlately saw the mediclne
case upturned in the hall, We heard Sam's volce in the
study and went in there. My husband asked what had
heppened. Of course, I can't be sure of hls exact words
now.

Q What was the substance of 1t?2

A He said, "I don't know." |

Q Who said this?

A Sam, "I don't‘know. I can't think."™ He mentioned
Marilyn's name, and I lmmedlately ran upstairs.

) Then what did you do?

A I saw her, her arms out, so I put my hand for her
pulse. I felt none, but dldn't know whether I would under
the clrcumstances or not., So I lmmedlately rushed down-

stairs and told my husband to call the pollce, the
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ambulance, and everybody.

Q When you heard Sam's volce, who was he talking to?
A He wasn't talking, I don't believe, he just made a
sound of some kind.

Q Where was he when this happened?

A In the study. |

Q What sort of a sound?

A I don't recsall. 1 ﬁrobably assume he made a sound
because we went right to the study knowing that he was
there.

Q You heard this sound when you first came into the
door? |

A Yes.

Q When you first came 1Into the door. He didn't call
you?

A No. He probably heard us come in the door when

we opened the door.

Q Well, did he moan or did he groan or did he mention
your names?

A I donft recall.

Q Can you imitate the sound?

A No, I don't recall whethef, I don't recall what
asttracted us to the study.

Q Did he make &a nolse?

A He must havebecause we walked right into the study.
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Q
A
Q
A

desk.

of the chair,

his neck.

When

face.

dldn!

You went right to the study?

Yes.

What did you see in the study?

I saw Sam sitting in the chaif to the north of his

The upper part of his body was bent over the arm

Spen spoke to him, he ralsed hlis head and I saw his
Then I realized, I was half asleep, I probably

t gresp the whole thing, but having seen his face

and mentioned Marllyn, I lmmedlately went upstalrs.

Q

A

b2

O

> O » O

How was he attired?

I only saw & pslr of pants.

Did he have his shoes and stockings on?
I didn't notice. |
He had no clothes on ebove his waist?
No.

Were the pants wet?

I didn't notice thé pants beling wet.
Did you tough him?

Later I touched his shoulder,

How much later?

I had been upstalrs, came down, he complained of a

terrible pain in his neck and said he couldn't think.

So I

went to the kitchen and got some whiskey, feeling

and he had hils two hands around the back of

His head was hanging over the arm of the chailr

|
]

¢

!
i
i
i

!
!
|
i
{
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gomeone had to think or do something. I came back in
and offered it to him and he refused 1t, saying that that
wouldn't help because he had to think. At that point I
put my hand on hils shoulder, as you would an upset chillg,
and I rubbed his shoulder and told him not to try at that
time.

Q Was hls shoulder dry?

A To my knowledge 1t was dry.

Q Was his halr dry or wet?

A I don't know. I didn't notice his halr,

Q Was the chair in which he was sitting In dry or wet?
A I didn't notice the chair.

Q Now, what dld you see when you went upstalrs?

A I saw only Marilyn on the bed.

Q Did you go through the kiltchen to go upstairs?

A Yes.

Q Did you observe anything unusual in the klichen?

A No.
Q Can you recall what you saw when you went into the
bedroom?

A I saw nothing other than the bed and Marilyn. I was
half asleep and I didn't feel that I clearly woke up all
daye. I saw only what was before my eyes at that moment.
Q Do you recall what you ssw on the bed?

A Yes.
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Q What did you see on the bed, just describe it for us?
A Marllyn was covered to almost the walst with a sheet.
Well, I don't know how to describe what I saw.

Q Where was the head and what did you sese?

A The head was not in tﬁe position of the pilllow,

Q Did you smee blood?

A She was partly --‘naturally.

Q Well, just tell me. I am just trying to help you.
Did you see blood?

vy I saw blood.

Q Was her head, was there blood on the bed, was there
blood on her face?

4 Yes.

Q Was there blood on her hair?

A Yes.

Q Was there blood on the plllow?

A 1 don't remember seeing a pillow.

Q Was Mrs. Sheppard in a naturel poslitlion in bed?

A Well, she looked llke she was:just lylng back. Her
head was not up at the top of the bed, so it wasn't
natural, but I don't recall having seen her feet or legs
because the sheet covered her.

Q How far into the room did you go?

A I went iIn far enough to put my h#nd on her arm.

Q Which arm¢?
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A Right arm.

Q I am going to show you & plcture and maybe this will

help you recall, and you can tell me whether or not this

is what you saw 1n the bedroom.

A It seems, 1 didn't see this from this position.

it only from the position of possibly three feet in the

room,

Q Does that help you recall what you saw?

A No, because this shows more than what I saw.

Q Did your hands get bloody?

A No. |

Q Did you get any blood on your hands at all?

A No. Had it been necessary to touch more.than her

wrist in that position I doubt if I would have.
Q Did you notice blood on the bed and on her
on her hair?

A Yes, as the plcture showed. I don't know
ward I sald call the ambulance unless I refused
at the moment I couldn't accept what I saw, but

have realized when the ambulance came and I saw

face and i

why aft

I must

the two

men take the stretcher out, I said, "I don't think that

will do any good, but if you are golng to take 1t up

you cantt get it through the kitchen I don't think,"

Q Now, when you walked up the steps leading to the

second floor, did you notice anything on the steps?

I savw

er-
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A Whether the first or second time I went up to asee
Chip, I did notice what looked like wet footprints on the
steps golng upstairs.

Q Golng upstalirs. Did you notice any other wet or
molist spots in the house?

A Not iIn the house,

Q Where did you notice?

A I noticed water later on the porch leading to the
lake.

Q Where dld you notice this water?

A There seemed to be an area of wéter Just off the
step on the porch.

Q That 1s the porch that leads from the living room

out to the lawn or back lawn?

A Yes.

Q Now, could you descrlibe 1n more detall this area of
water?

A No. I have & recollect ion of water and thatt's all.
Q was it a puddle of water, or was it drippings?

A My lmpression of the water on the stalirway was foot-

prints. My lmpression of the water on the porch was a
puddle.

Q Was this 1n the center of the porch?

A No. |

Q Or toward the screen door on the porch?
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Toward the step that led from the lawn.
It would ve closer to the lawn?
It would be closer to the lawn than the door.

Did you just notlce this in one place?

>0 > O >

Yes.
Q Or in more places?

A Just one. :
Q Did you notlice any water or molsture on the carpet %
in the living room? '
A Noe. | i
Q Did you notice any water or moisture on the carpet i
in the bedroom? :
A No. I don't recall looking at the floor at all.
I didn't even see the bedroom door until later when I
closed it to take, before I took Chip out.

Q You went into Chipts room?

A After 1 came down and sométime very shortly after
I arrived Sam mentioned Chip, wondering if Chip was all

right. So I immedlately went back upstairs to see how

Chip was.
Q Was the door closed or open? :
A Open. ;

Q Was he in bed in & natural poslition for him? ’
A I looked in the room and he seemed to be curled up

on hils right side. Hls back was toward me. Bute verything
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looked so normal and I believe I heard the siren then and
came downstairs 1lmmedlately.

Q Was he aslesp or awake?

A Chip was asleep. |

Q How long in minutes aéproximately after you got thers
that you went upstalrs to look in Chip's room?

A Time --

Q Maybe I can help you.

A I can't flgure anything in relationshlp to minutes
that morning. I felt half asleep and had to do something
and just kept moving. I know pretty much what I did,

in fair relationship, but I don't know whether I offered
that shot for Sam before I went up to see Chip, or whether
I went up after.

Q Pardon me. You went upstalrs to see Marllyn soon
after you came in fhe house, you offered Dr. Sheppard a
drink of whiskey, and then after that you went upstairs
to gsee larilyn, is that right?

A No, i went up to see Marilyn first.

Q First, and then you offered Dr. Sheppard a drink of
whiskey?

A I ém not sure whether I went up to see Chilip then
before I offered him the whiskey or immediately after.

Q Well, how long would all‘of these acts take?

A I don't know. I moved very fast.

et o e e n % e e o e . i e £2m @ s 4 i e ek e e ant
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Q How long did you stay in Marilyn's room?

A Very short. Only long enough to put my fingers on
her wrist.

Q Then you came out?

A I came immediatelj downstalrs.

Q Then you dld these other things?

A Yes. “

Q So how long do you think 1t took you to 'get up to
Chip's room?

A I can'ﬁ even guess.

Q Did Dr., Sam Sheppard explaln what happened?

A Not --

Q Anything, dld he tell you anything?

4 I recall certain things he said,

Q

What do you recall?

4 I was in and out of the study.

Q What do you recall?

A He sald nothling that made & sequence, a plcture of
what happened at that time.

Q Just what did he say, though, regardless of how it

gsounded?
A He complalned of a terrible paln in his neck and
said he thought 1% was broken. At one time he sald,

"I kidded Steve for locking his house up so tight."

He asked about Chip. He complalined because he was tryling
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to think and couldn't think, and I believe he repeated

that several times., I can't recall hearing anything else.
| Q Did he tell you what happened?

LA I don't think he did. I think we, from what he
told Spen on the phone and.what we saw, the doors open,
his face, I think, I assumed.

Q Did you hear your husband call Dr. Richard Sheppard?

A No.
Q You weren't in the room?
A When he went to the phone to call the police I went

out to the kitchen, at that point I remember, to pour the
whiskey. I didn't know he had called Dr. Richard.

Q You knew he had called the police?

& Yes.

Q& Did you hear him call the police?

A No.

Q Were you there when Dr. Richard Sheppard got there?
A Yes.

Q Can you evaluate the time?

A Only in sequence of events. The police came. The

ambulance came. I went out in the yard when they came,
Q They, who do you mean by they?

A The police and the ambulance. Went back in the
house. I dont't know what I could have done. But I

remember next seeing Richard's face at the door.
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Q
A
Q
A

slde

call it just the opposlte.

Which door?

They call it the back door.

That i1s the door fronting on the lake?
No. That is where I get confused. ’I

the back slde, and Lake Road the front.

front, and the Lake Road side the back.

call the lake

And they

They call the lake side the

Q Then what did Dr. Richard Sheppard do, did you talk
to him?

A I.didn!t talk to him, but he went Immedlately in to
Sam.

Q Did anyone talk to him?

A I don't know.

qQ Did you ses the police talk to him?

A Later --

Q No, just then at that time.

A Not then, no.

2 Did you see the flremen talk to him?

A Not then, no.

O

> O b O

Did the liayor talk to him?

I don't know.

You didn't see 1t?

No. |

He came in the hall and right into the

Yes,

study?
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Q What did he do 1n there?

A I presume he talked to Sam.

Q What did you see?

A I didn't see, I éaw him go in the room.
Q What d4id you hear?

A I didn't hear him;

Q Then what did you do?

A He must have gone 1lmmediately upstalrs because Sam
again mentioned Chlp, and I realized that I hadn't really
checked thoroughly to make sure Chip was o.k. I had
only assumed. So I went upstalrs again to see Chilp,

and saw Richard 1n the bedroom with hls stethoscope at
Marilynt's heart, I wont on into Chip's room, realized
that Chip should be gotten out of there immedlately, and
hearing Richard's, Richard coming out of the room, I

went lmmediately to him and asked him 1f I should take
Chip over to our house. And he said, "No, put some
clothes together and take him to our house." So we

both went back iInto Chip's room.

Q What was the condition of the room, Chlp's room?

A It didn't seem disturbed, but I only seemed to see
what I was looking for that morning.

Q Did they immediately take Chip out of the house?

A Yes. We got his clothes together and spent a moment

or two trylng to get hls orthodontic chin brace off.
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Q He had that on when you found him?

A Yes. We had a little trouble trying to get off and
didn't want to startle or arouse Chip any more than neces-
sary.

Q He was awake?

A No.

Q When you plcked him up was he awake? !
A He was still half asleep. He was Qtill half asleep ‘
when I walked out in the yard.

Q These esvents all occurred in succession?

A He got hls clothes together., Richard started to lead .

'
|
|
i
i
i
i
'
i
;
|
i
i
1
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him downstalirg, and I belleve somebody asked a questlon
of Richard, because I immediately took Chip's hand and |
proceeded to take him out to the car.

Q vas Dr. Sam Sheppard still in the house?

A When I put Chip iIn Rlichard!'s car I notiéed Sam
sitting in Steve's car at that moment,

Q Sitting in Steve's car?

A At that moment.

Q Did you know that Dr. Steve Sheppard had arrived?
A I saw him 1 believe at the door. I saw him go in
and I saw his wife standing outslde.

Q When was this in relation to the events that you
described, when was this that you saw him?

A In relationship to events, I can only say, I don't
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know whether I am thinkling of people as I saw them, I don'%t

know whether I saw hlim before I saw Pollce Chlef Eaton,
or after, But I just remember seeing different faces
come on the scene, but I don't remember --

Q Did you see Steve Sheﬁpard take Dr. Sam Sheppard
away, or how was he taken away? |

A I saw Steve back his car aut with Sam in the front
seat. He had to get out before Richard could take Chilp
out, because of the way their cars were parked.

@ Did they both ls ave about the same time?

A I believe they did.

Q What happened to the ambulance then, did you see 1t

go away?
A I don't remember seeing the ambulance leave at all,
Q In relation to time, and these two automoblles, was

the ambulance still there?

A It had to be because they couldn't get out before
Steve backed out.

Q What was the condition of the study other than the
bilg leather chair and Dr. Sam Sheppard, what was the
rest of the condition of the study?

A I notlced that the drawers haa been pulled out and
dumped on the floor. The only detalled recollection

I have of anything wam a trophy from the open bookcase

lying on the floor. That 1s the only thing that stood
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out from the jumbled mess I saw on the floor.,

Q What was the condition of the desk drawers?
A I took no detailed -- :
Q What was the condition of the top of the desk as you
recall?

A I.noticed nothing unusual. There are usually quite
a few things on the desk. I didn't notice whether the !
things on the top were disturbed or not.

Q Were there any other disturbances in this study
except what yout old me? B
A Not that I noticed;

Q You were acquainted with the study because of prior !

visits to the house? i
A Yes.

Q With the exceptlion of the desk and this trophy, the
drawers of the desk, and the trophy on the floor, did you %
notice any other disturbance? |
A No, I was thinking of people, not things, that morniné.

I didn't have occaslon, there was no necessity for me s

trying to evaluate what happened, and if I tried I still ?
had that feellng of being half awake and not belng able
to wake up.

Q What did you see in the llving room?

A The living room, the only thing I ndticed disturbed

there was the desk in the living room.
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Q When you say the desk, what do you mean?
A There was & desk in the living room.

Q Can you describe this desk or give us another name

for 1it?

A There is & name for that type, but I can't think of

it now. It opened, the top part opened out and laid
down for letter writing, and there were drawers beneath

it.

Q How many drawers beneath 1t, do you know?

A No. It seems to me I saw three opened. Whether the

desk had three or four drawers I don't know.

Q Were there any disturbances of these drawers that you

saw open?

A I didn't look in the drawers. The only disturbance

I noticed was a few things on the floor. Envelopes and

tax stamps was all that I recall seeing.

Q When the desk was open did you notlce any distur-
bance then on the top of that desk?

A I don't remember.

Q Did you notice arything else out of the ordinary

in that room?

A Well, the desk for that top to have been down, it
wasn't normally kept down. I had never seen 1t down

before. So that in itself was dlsturbance. I saw

nothing that registered as adding up to anything 1in my
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mind.

Q Did you notice anything, any window, any door that
might have been broken?

A The door to the lake was wide open and the screen
door from the porch to the.lake was also wide open, but
I saw nothing broken.

Q Did you then go into the other part of the living
room?

A I walked around.

Q Did you notice the couch?

A Yes.

Q You were familiar with that couch on previous occa-
sions?

A Yes.

Q Did you observe anything any different on this couch
at this particular time than you did on other occaslions?
A Nothing, other than Sam's jacket lying on it.

Q Was the couch out of order, was 1t mussed up?

A It didn't appear to be.

Was the jacket mussed up?

O

A I didn't appear to be.

Was it wet?

&£

I didn't notice.

>

Did you notice any other jackets in the room?

> O

No.
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Q can you describe this jacket that was on the couch?

I believe it was hls tan corduroy.

>

Was 1t folded?
Yes.

Neatly or otherwise?

> o P ©

I don't think 1 paid that much attention other than
observing 1it. It was lying there and folded.

Q When you say folded, what do you mean?

A Well, the shoulders were together and it was lying
from the shoulder to bottom, quartered.

Q Can you take my coat and show me how 1t was folded?
A Yes. It was folded this way (witness demonstrates).
Q Like that. Did you notice any other disturbance in
the room?

A No.

Q waes there any disturbance around the fireplace?

A 1 didn't notice.

&) Did you notice any dlsturbance in Marilyn's bedroom
except what was on her bed?

A No. 1 only went into the room once, and the second
time, I mean, well, I went 1n twice. The first time to
see if I could do something for Karilyn. The second
time it was necessary to go in to pull the door closed.

Q Did you notice any llghts burning when you went up-

stairs?
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A At first I didn't notice a light, but later I
noticed the lamp in the front room on a chest of drawers
burning. It was shortly after I got there I noticed it,
but I don't know exactly when, and I am sure 1t wasn't
the first time I went upstéirs.

Q Had you been in thelr bedroom prior to her death?

A I was through the upstairs at the time they had a
fire. I don't recall having been upstairs in that house
at any other time. |

-~ How long before the death was the filre?

A That was a year ago in NMarch, I believé.

Q What kind of a bed would you call this, would you
call it an antique bed?

A Oh, four poster bed.

~ Are you acquainted, do you know whether or not there
was any broken parts to this bed?

A 1 don't know, I would have no occasion to know.

Q How long had you been in the house approximately
when you noticed the jacket?

A I don't know. 1t must have been quite a blt later,
because 1 was busy doing everything I could do, as
anybody mentioned something, I wouldn't have just walked
around trylng to gresp what happened until later.

Q Was 1t before Sam left wlth his brother, or after-

wards?
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A I have no 1ldea whether 1t was or not.

Q Who was in the house when you noticed 1t?

A I don't even know. I cant't remember whén I noticed
it. Certain things, I was trying to see so much, and

certaln things I saw and ofher things just didn't reglster.
Q In relation to the events that occurred, of people
coming and going, do you have any idea as to when you
notlced 1t?

A It must have been quite a blt later.

Q You noticed water on the steps, wet footprints on
the steps?
A Yes.

Q Did you notice it then, did you notice the couch

at that time? |

A I don't; no, I couldn't have noticed 1t at that time,
because I went through the kitchen upstalrs. It wasn't
until later that I wandered around outside and through
the living room and that was probably --

Q Now, you noticed water on the porch, & puddle of
water on the porch, and you noticed the desk or secretary
out of order belng dilsturbed?

A Yes. |

Q Did you notice the couch at that time?

A I don't think so. All that I could sée from the

hall between the study and the kitchen.,




60

Q Do you recall golng into that part of the living room
when you first went in there In the morning?
A No.
Q How long do you think you were there before you went
up, were you there a half hour or en hour or two hours
before you noticed that?
A Well, I got home at 10:30, which was my filrst
recollection of time. I left because 1t became obvious
there was nothing more I could do. Possglbly I saw that,
in relationship to time, an hour and possibly two hours
before I left. That is my only way of relating.
Q The things that you recall are the things that were
out of order or out of place or dlsturbed?
A Not necessarily.
Q Do you recall other things that you saw in those
rooms that were not out of order, not out of place, or
not disturbed?
A Anything that looked in 1its right place I just, well,
how could I explain it, you walk into a room you are used
to seeing, you don't notlce =--
MR. DANANCEAU: You mean passged
unnoticed?
A Pardon?
| MR, DANACEAU: Passed unnotlced?

A What do you mean, passed unnotlced? I walked 1in a
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i

room that I am used to seelng, and the only thlngs that

|
would attract my attention was something that didn't look -i
|
Q Hadn't existed previously, out of order, 1s that what |

!

you want to say? ;
A Not existed previouslj, just wasn't in the same order |
that I was accustomed to seeling 1it.
Q ﬁid you go down towards the beach? ‘
A No.

Q Did you go down to the head of the s tairs that lead
down to the beach?

A I think I did.

Q Did you see any wet foot marks out there?

A No, I didn't notice, I dldn't go as far as the stepsi

i
!
Q How large or how bilg were these foot steps, the :

wet foot steps that you saw on the s teps leading upstairs?l
A I merely have an ilmpression of wet foot steps. I
have no conception of slze, i
Q Do you recall anything else that Dr. Sam may have
said to you that you haven!t related here?

A No, I can't think of anything that I haven't related g
here, or 1f forgotten now that I didn't relate in my
flrst statement.

Q Now, you and Marilyn were socially acquainted?

A Yes. |

Q Dld she come over to see you frequently, or you go
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over to sese her frequently?

A No,.not as neighbors during the day. She did several
times, I wouldn't say frequently, I wouldn't even say

it was as much as once a week. There were some weeks,
possibly a year or so, befére she became interested in
golf and bowling and so many activities of the Junior
Women's group. She would come over occasionally,

possibly with a question, as to posslibly to borrow some-
thing or to return something, or with a questlion as to
what to do ebout some small thing In the house. 1 remem-
ber she wondered 1f something was wrong with something,
and I am slightly more mechanical minded at fixling things
than she was, so she would ask questlons on occasions,.

But thaet was more & year ago than recently.

Q Did she ever become confldential with you?

A No. |

Q Did she ever tell you any of her 1nﬁermost secrets?
A No.

Q You were present on occasions when her husband and

other people were around?
A Yes.

Q In parties?

A Yes. |

Q Did you ever notice any dlsagreements or difficultiles

or hear of any?
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A Not of any, shall I say, unusual nature.

Q Well, what did you hear, could you tell us?

A Well, 1t was such things as, oh, what can I use for
an example, very trivial or ordlnary.

Q What do you mean by tfivial?

A Well, he wanted her to make a couple of cherry ples
and she didn't want to, and he couldn't see why 1t would
hurt her to make a couple of ples, and she flnally baked
the ples. It was nothlng, just ordinary.

Q D1d she ever complaln to you about his staying away
at night and not telllng her where he could be found?

A No. She, well, I don't know whether I can say she
was annoyed at his hours, well, for example, last fall
when there were football games and basketball games that
we both enjoyed so much, Sam had office hours, and I
gathered she would rather have gone with him, but went
with us 1nstead because he had office hours, and whether
she liked 1t or not 1t was something she had to accept.
There didn't seem to be any necessarily anger over 1t.
It was accepted as an annoyance.

8] Did you ever see Sam dlsplay any temper?

A No.

Q Did she ever complain to you of his dlsposition

or temper towards her?

A Not that I recall,
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Q Did she ever confide in you that she had triled to
reach him at the hospltal on occasions, and his office on
occasions, after he had told her that he could be found
there, and then she wasn't able to locate him in those
placeas, did she ever tell fou anything about that?

A Yes.

Q What did she tell you?

A But not of = ccnfidenfial nature, because I had been
told I could reach him a good many times and wasn't able
to reach him.

@ That 1s what she told you?

A No. She said something, I didn't know whether it

was the relaying of the call, the swltchboard at the

hospital, or his office asslstant not glving him the call,

that 1s the impression I had, that possibly that wasn't

as efficient as might be. But my calls were never of an

emergency nature. I don't think hers would be considered .

elther, So that in ltself made no lmpression on me at
all,

Q If I remember correctly, you stated that previous to
a year ago, about a year ago, she used to be a more fre-
quent visltor?

A Yes, |

'Q What happened in this last year?

A She became more active and became better acqualnted
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with a group in the Junior Women's Club, and they were
more nearly her age and had activitles and lnterests that
we weren't in.

Q Do you know who some of these friends may be, the
name s?

A Off hand, I know she played golf wlth Mrs. Corrigan.
She bowled with a group of, I don't know whether it was,
I think 1t was four teams which would twenty.

Q Where was this?

A At the bowling alley at the center,

Q At the center, where 1Is the center?

A At Wolf and Dover,

Q Do you know who some of her particular or speclal
friends were 1in this bowling group?

A No.

Q Do you know Mrs. Corrigan's flrst name, iMlss or Mrs.

Corrigan's first name?

A NOe

Q Does she live 1In Bay Village?

A Yes,

Q Do you know what street?

A I reaed in the paper yesterday 1t was Bradley Road.
Q Da you know or did you know of Susan Hayea?

A I had met her.

Q

How long ago?
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A At least a year ago.
Q Was she employed at Bay View Hospital at that time?

A I took my daughter In for a bood count and saw her

there, and I believe she took the blood count or assisted.

Q Who directed you to her?

A Dr. Sam.

Q Dr. Sam Sheppard directed you to her. He didn't
direct you to the laboratory, but directed you to her?
A No, he directed me to the laboratory.

Q Did you ever see Susan Hayes in the company of Dr.
Sam Sheppard?

A I saw her in a group which lncluded both.

Q Wwhere was Marilyn at that tlme?

A With us. We =-- she was wlth é doctor I understood
she was to be engaged to one day down at the lake.

Q Where was this?

A When we were water skilng.

Down et the lake, where do you mean at the lake?

&

h

Well, at the beach house.
At whose beach house?

The Sheppard!s.

Sam Sheppard!'s beach house?

Yes.

How many other people were there?

2 O Lo b &

I believe there was another couple, but I don't
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recall now who. I was introduced to four people I had
never met, and Sue was the only one who I had seen before
at the hospital.

You had seen her previously-at the hospital?

Yes.

Prior to this skiing party?

Yes.

Would you call that a skllng party?

> 80 O » O

No. On a hot summer day whenever there was time,
whenever Sam was home they usually went down either for
a swim or to ski 1f somebody would run the motor.

Q How long ago was this?

A It must have been last summer., It could have been
two summers ago.

Q That is eilther in the summer of 195 -=

A 152 or 153,

Q@  Can you tell us whet happened at this particular

gathering?

A e sat and made small talk, I assume, while different

people tried the water skis.

& Where was Marllyn at thils time?

A Right there. All of us were éither sitting on the
ral} or on a bench they have there.

Q Was Sue Hayes water skiing, is she a water skier?

A I don't recall her trying that day.
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Q Was there some other time when she did try?

& 1 don't remember ever having seen her ski. I don't
know whether she did or not. We weren't down there every
time they went skllng, and they weren't down every time
we took the boat out just fsr a rilde.

Q Do you know how many skl ropes were 1in possesslion of
the Sheppards?

A I think there was two. The last time we skled, the
last time we skled somebody sald something about a new one,
but whether they had gotten it between the last time we
skled and this event or not I don't know. I know there
were two old ropes, and it 1s possible they had a third
new one, but not necessarily.

Q This rod to which the skl ropes were attached,

can you describe 1t?

A The one i1in partlcular I can, because my daughter

was trying to skl and had trouble holding 1%, It

]

at one time had been two pleces of wood with a hole through?

~

block necessary to hold onto. It was not as convenilent
as the wider hold. That is the only description I can
give.

Q This one that you just described, where were the two
ropes attached to 1t, 1In the center or on each end?

A No, there was only one -- I don't understand -- a

‘the center and somehow had doubled over to make one heavierg

:
!
|
!
|
1
!
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ski rope fastens on the back of the boat,

Q I am talking about the part that you hold.

A Oh, that comes from one rope. Comes to two pileces
and goes through the handle.

Q It 1s one handle but éttaches on both ends of 1t?

A The ropes go through that to the single rope which
attaches to the boat.

Q The plece you were talking about, were you talking
about the hand-hold?

A The hand.

Q Or were you talking about th; octher attachment?

A .That was the only thing other than a float, a wooden
float, at the joinlng of the two pleces and the one rope.
That 1s the only other piece to a skl rope.

Q How blg 1s the wooden float?

A Oh, the size of a, what do you call these things that
fishermen put on commercial nets? It is &a little round
wooden thing with a hole in it. Just possibly three or
four 1lnches.

Q A floater, in other words®?

A Yes.

Q Made out of bamboo or something like that?

A No, I think they picked a couple of those up on the

beach that had drifted in and had used them in making the

skl rope.




Q Is there anything else? Did you ever sese Marilyn ;
get angry or dlsplay temper with Dr. Sam?
A No.

Q When dld you find out that Marilyn Sheppard was

pregnant?

A She told us at a dlnner at the F.O0.P.A. dinner, I

belleve 1t was.

Q You mean the Fraternal Order of Pollce Assoclates?
A Yos. |
Q When was that?

A

It was a Thursday. I don't know whether 1t was,

around the 26th or ths 27th.

Q Of June?

A Of June.

Q Where was this dlnner?

A At Schlueter's, or what was Schlueter's, 1 don't knowé
the name of 1it. E

Q Now, who was there when she told you she was pregnant?
i
A No other person or acqualntance. i
1
{
Q No. Were you there alone? g

No, my husband and Sam and Marilyn and I.

A
Q Anyone else?
A Were together. At a table, I belleve, we were at a

table by ourselves or posslibly we werse stending 1in s,

our own group, in the hall.
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Q
A
Q

Dld Sam Sheppard know that she was pregnant?

I assume he did.

He heard her tell you she was pregnant?

Yes. |

Did she tell you anything at all about this pregnancy?
No.

Did she tell you when she expected 1t or how long she

had been pregnant?

A

Q
A

Q

Yes. I saild when wlll 1t be, and she said December.
December?

Yese.

D1d she tell you anything at all previous to realizingé

anything she had done previous to realizing that she was

pregnant, did she tell you who her doctor was?

A I don't think so,

Q Did she tell you who made an e xamination of her preg-
nancy? -

A I don't think I, I really don't remember whether she

ever did or not. I wouldn't have asked, with her father-

in-law and two brothers-in-law doctors, there would be no

point in me askilng.

Q

A

How did she happen to tell you she was pregnant?

I don't know how 1t came out, Her dress was, shse

kept complalning about her dress belng so tight. 1

don't know whether one of us, she sald something agealn




72

about 1t belng tight, and one of us just looked at her,
from the tone or something, and she just laughed and saild.
"Yes,"™ and we were surprised, She complained several
times that evenlng of her dress being so tight, she could
hardly breathse,

Q Was she a metlculous woman?

A I would say so. |

Q She kept her house pretty well iIn order?

A Yes.

Q When you went 1lnto the bedroom, did you see anything
out of the ordinary e xcept that bed?

A No. 1 saw, 1 saw some clothesvon a chair there.

I didn't see what. To me, I have a hablt of throwing
slacks I work in on a chair, not better clothes, and to
me that didn't seem normal or abnormal.

Q Were the curtains disarrayed?

A I didn't notice. |

Wwere any chalrs turned over?

&

A I didn't notice.

&L

Was the chest of drawers disarrayed?

A I didn't notice that eilther. |

Q Was anything on the top of the chest of drawers
disarrayed?

A I didn't look.

Q was anything on the bed disarrayed?
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A

I noticed the bed was folded back neatly. I didn't

see the other bed.

Q

A

Q

Was anything on the bedside stand out of order?

Not that I noticed.

In this room where the light was, did you notice

anything out of order?

= O > o r» © » O P

')
<@

No, I didn't look.

In Chip's room did you notlice anything out of order?
No.

In the kitchen did you notice anything out of order?
No. |
Did you go in the basement?

No.

On the porch did you notice anything out of order?
No. |

When you first went upstelirs was the door to the

bedroom in which Mrs. Sheppard was in, was that open or

closed?

A Yes, open.

Q Wwhat about Chip's room, was thaet door open or closed?
A Open.

DR. GERBER: That will be all,

We will recall you 1f necessary.
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LAWRENCE HOUK, having been filrst duly sworn,
was examined and testifled as follows:
EXANINATION OF LAWRENCE HOUK
BY DX. GERBER:
What 1s your name, pléase?
Larry Houk.
Larry Houk?

Yes.

Q

A

Q

A

Q How 01d are you?
A Sixteen.

Q Where do you llve?

A 29014 Lake Road, Bay Village.

Q Who is your mother and father?

A Esther Houk and Spencer Houk..

Q Spencer Houk is the Kayor of the City of Bay Village?
A Thatt's right. |
"] I want to t ake you back to July 3 of this year.

Now, did you see Dr. Sam Sheppard on July 32 That 1is

on a Saturday.

& No, I don't believe I did.

Q Did you see Mrs., Marllyn Sheppard?

A No, I didn't. |

Q Were you home at about 6;00 o'clock in the e vening

or thereabouts on Saturday?

A Yeos.




Did you have dinner with your family at that time?

Q

A Yes, I did.

Q Do you recall what you dld after you had your dinner?
A I had a date that night.

Q  You had a date that night?

A Yes. |

Q Who was the girl?

A Miss Sally Lease;

Q What time dld you return to your home?

A About a quarter to twelve.

Q What did you do then?

A Well, I imagine, after I hadisomething to eat I went
to bed.

Q Did you 1listen to the ballg ame or did you watch
television?

A Ch, wailt a minute, that, I watched a movie on T.V.
Q Do you recall the name of the movie?

A It was "Strange Holiday," I think wés on.,

Q "Strange Holiday"?

A Yes, something like that.

Q What time did you go to bed?

A Probably around 1:30. Aftef the movie was over,

Q Were there any telephone calls to your house during

the time you came home and 1:;30?

A

That would be hard to say. I don't think I can
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remember,

Q Do you recall any?

A No, I don't recali any at all.

Q Did you hear any, the teiephone ring, after 1:30
until the morning? |

A Just the ons that morning.

Q What time did you hear a telephone call?

A I don't remember at all. It wouldbe éround 6:00
because I wake upe very morning about 6:00, because that
Is when I go to work usually.

Q Was 1t daylight or daybreak?

A I don't recall what it was dut, I mean, I was just
sleeping and heeard the phone call,

Q Now, what did you heare?

A Just the phone ring was all,
Q D1d you hesar who answered it?
A No, it rang a couple of times and I was golng to

answer it, I was golng to get out of bed, and then it
stopped ringing.

Q Whet 1s the next that you recall?

A Well, then my father came home aﬂd camé up in my
bedroom and told me what had happened.

Q What did he tell you?

A Well, he came in and he was very, he was shaking then,

very vislbly, and he told me that a terrible thing had
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happened, that they thought Marilyn had been killéd, and
he came back to check to see 1If we were all right.

Q Do you know what time that was?

A Ko, I don't,

Q Was 1t daylight or dajbreak?

A It was daybreak then, just dusk, in the morning.

Q What did you do then?

A I remained in bed fof a while until he called me
dowvnstailrs.

Q How long did that take?

Well, it was probably about ten minutes.

A
Q Ten minutes?
A Yes. He had gone downstalrs and he callsed me down

to ask me to lock the doors, just to stay there, not to
stay theré, but he told me to lock the doors and just be
careful,

Q Vhat did you do?

A Well, my sister'came down then and I told her, and
then I went up and got dressed and went over there,

Q What tilme was this?

A well, I got over there I think it was just a little
before 7:00, but I am not posltlve of that time at all
because I dldn't bother to look.

Q And whet did you see when you got there?

A Well, I walked over and I saw my mom, and I am pretty
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sure the ambulance was there, and I think, I went; she told
me my father was down on the beach, so I walked down the
steps to the beach, and then just down to the bottom of

the steps, and they told me to go back.

Q Who told you to go back?

A My father. He was down on the pler at Huntington,
they were checkling the beach, I guess, snd he told me to

go back upstairs, so I went upstairs.

Q What else dld you see, who was there when you got
there?
A Chief EBaton was there. 0f course, my parents,

and I think Sergeant Hubach was thers.

Q Did you see Dr. Sam Sheppard?

A No, 1 didn't.

Q Did you see Dr. Richard Sheppard?

& He came, 1 guess he had left and he c ams back agaln.
I saw him when he came back.

a Wihat time was thet?

A It was probably somewhere around 8:;00. I am not
too sure, because I hed been there for quite a while
before he came back.

Q Where had he beer, do you Know?

A I don't kiow. 1 assume that ﬁe had taken Sam to
the hospital. I knew Sam had gone down. But I dldn't %

ask him.
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Q Then you think he arrived, came back t o Sam!'s house

about £8:00 ot'clock or thereabouts?
Thereabouts, yes.

Where was Stephen Sheppard?
He came back with Richard.

When they came back what dld they do?

» O bk O P

Well, they came in the house and they stood by the

door to the living room, and they were walking, and they

went upstalrs again.

Q They came in the house?

& Yes.

Q Which door dld they come in?

A The one, the front one.

& Which do you call the front one?

A The one that goes by the kitchen, where the hallway,

where the den is, and the kitchen,

Q The door on the road slde or the lake side?

A On the road slde.

Q@ The road side. And what did they do then?

A Well, I remember they came, they stood by the
entrance of the living room and they were talking.

Q Who with?

A I think it was one of the policemen, but I can't
remember who 1% was. My mother was there,

Q Did you hear the conversation?
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A I was standing right there, but I can't remeﬁber
anything that was saild.

Q Did you hear any part of it?

A Oh, yes, I heard the conversation.
Q What was it, can you recall anything that was said?
A Well, I think Steve mentioned once, asked about Sam's

neck, and Steve mentloned something about, I can't,

some thing about that he thought a vertebras or something
in the back had been busted, I can't remember.

Q This was at 8:;00 otclock in the morning?

A Well, when they came, now, I think 1t wés 8:00
otclock, but I am not sure, because I have no recolle ction
of time at all.

Q Was I there when they came?

A No, you weren't there.

Q Do you know what time I got there?

A I thought you got there around 8:30, but I wasn't
sure.

Q Whet else was said in thet conversation? Did he

go into any details about this vertebrae?

A No, he didn't. I just asked him, my mother had
told me that Sam when I asked her, she sald Sam was
holding his neck, was having trouble with hils neck, and
then I asked Steve what the trouble was, and he just sald

he thought it was a broken vertebrae.
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Was there any dilscussion as to how it happenéd?
Not that I recall.

What else did they talk about?

= O = O

That 1s the only thing that I can remember.

Q@  Did they talk about Chip?

A I think that, I am not sﬁre whether ' mentioned him
or not, but I recall hearing that Chip had been t aken from %
the room and was taken down to Richard!'s.

Q Did they ss&y anything about the dog?

vt Not that I remember. |

Q Did you see the dog*?

A No, I didn't. |

Q Do you know where the dog was when you got there?
A Not when I got there. I heard later that he was
out in the yard or over at the next door neighbor's,
but I did not know where he was when I got there.

Q Did you see the dog?

A No.

Q You didn't that morning?

A No, not that morning.

Q Not in the house? Did you see him either in the
house or on the outside?

A No.
Q What did you notice when you got into the house?

A Well, there was, I noticed the drawers in the lilving
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room were pulled out, and in the den, I went in ﬁhe

den and I noticed those were out.

Q Did you touch anything or handle anything during the
time you were in the house?

A I tried not to. I may have, but I don't believe I

did.
Q You tried not to. Dld somebody instruct you not to?
A I don't r emember, I Jjust, I think one of the

policemen told us, told me not to touch anything at all.
Q Was Sam Sheppard still at home when you got there
or had he been =--

A He had been taken.

Q He had been taken away?

A Yes.,

Q Did Richard and Steve say where they had taken him
to?

A I think they mentioned taking him down to the hospi-
tal.

Q No. Did they say where they had taken him to?

A (No response.)

Q What do you mean by they must have taken him down
to the hospltal, dld they mention 1t¢?

A Well, I am not sure of this, but I think that I

asked them and .they said he was taken down to the hospltal.

Q You asked them, that ls what you think you recall,
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you asked them where he was and they told you they had

taken him to the hospltel, 1s that 1t?

A

Well, I am not sure whether I asked them or not,

but I knew he was down there. They probably told me.

It was one of them.

Q

> O i

> O

Did you go in the kiltchen?

Yos. |

Did you touch anything or disturb anything?
As I sald before, I tried not to. |
No, the kitchen I am talkling about now.

Well, 1t was the same in the whole house. I tried-

not to touch anything. I may have lald my hand on

something maybe, I might have touched the teble along

there.

Q The table?

A Not the table, but underneath the cupboards thers.
Q What room are you talkling about now?

A In the kitchen.

Q In the kitchen?

A Then I may havé touched the sink when I was in
there.

Q Did you go upstairs?

A Yes, I did. |

Q What did you see?

A Well, I went up,(I followed the doctors up, and I
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went down the hall. I don't know whether they were looking

for something, I don't recall just what they went up for,
just checking around.

Q They went upstalrs, the two of them, Dr. Steve and
Dr. Richard went upstairs?'

A Yes. |

Q At the time they came back you followed them up,

1s that the idea?

A Yes. |

Q Where did they go?

A Well, they went down the hall and they went into the
far room where Dr. Hoversten hed been sleeping down at the
other end.

Q They went down the hall and went Iinto the room

where Dr. Hoversten had been sleeping?

A Yes., |

Q Did you go with them?

A Yes.

Q Did they do anything in that room?

A No, they just looked around.

Q Did they handle anythirg or did they pick up anything?
A Not that I recall. |
Q 'Did they look in the closet 1n that room?

A I don't believe they did.

Q Did they look in the chest of drawers in that room?

i
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A I don't think so.

Q Was the light burning in the room when you went in
there?
A I don't believe there was.

Q What did you ses on the floor in that room and what

dld you see in that room?

A Well, the bed was unmade and the covers were back,

and I think there were some clothes on the floor.

Q Did you touch or handle anythling 1ln that room?

A No.
Q Did anyone touch or handle
in that particulsr room?

A I dont't belleve so.

Q Was there any conversation
room?
A I am not sure whether this

later, but we had mentloned the

anything 1n that room,

whlle you were 1in that

occurred in the room or

bed belng unmade, and

somebody said that Marilyn had refused to make the bed.

We were curious whether they had slept there or not.

Q Curilous as to who glept there?

A Dr. Hoversten.

Q Dr. Hoversten?

A Yes. |

Q What else was said?

A Well, somebody sald, i1t was at the time or later,
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that Marilyn had refused to make the bed for him,ffor some
reason, that she was tired of having him sleep there or
something like that, and she wouldn't make the bed for
him., But I don't remember whether it was said in the
room or mentioned later.

Q Was there any other conversation that related to
that particular room?

A Not that I remember.

Q Did anyone open the grip that was in that room, the
medlcal grip?

A I couldﬁ't say. I don't believe so,

Q Did anyone go into the closet in that room?

A Somebody may have, but I am not positive on that
elther, I am trying to think where the closet was.

Q Isn't the closet on the right-hand side where you go
in next to the bed?

A wWell, it would have to be thers.

- Just about one or two steps away from the door jamb
as you walk in on the right?

A I can't recall the closet door at all, I mean, if
somebody may have opened it, I am not sure whether I saw
somebody looking in, I was thinking i1t was over on the
left or straight ahead on the left when you walk in.

qQ D1ld anyone touch anything in the room that leads

into this Dr. Hoversten's room%
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A I don't believe so.

Q Where did you go after you left that room, you and
the two Dr. Sheppards?

A Well, my mother Qas with us, too, and I think thers
was somebody else, but I can't recall that either. We
went back down the hall and then we went into the room
where Marllyn was.

Q All of you?

A Well, I stood right at the door, and the two doctor
went in.

What did they do in that room?

O

A They were dlscusslng something. I can't remember
just what 1t was.

Q Was your mother in there at that time?

A No, I think she remained out in the hall,

& Who else was with you at that time, do you receall,
was 1t a policeman or filreman or some other citizen?

A I think there was somebody, I think there was more
than the four of us, but I can't remember who it was.

qQ Did you go up there, all of you, for any partlcular
reason?

A I'don't know what they went up there for, they
started up for some reason, to look arournd, and I Jjust

followed them up.

Q Did you go into Chip's room, or did you look into

8
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Chip's room?

A

<

I looked into Chip's room, but I didn't go in.

Did you go into the room where Nrs. Sheppard was

killed, did you go in there?

A

I stood iIn the doorway, maybe just partially through,

but I didn't go all the way in.

Q

A

Q

But the two Dr. Sheppards were 1iIn that room?
Yes.

D1id they do anything in that room, touch anything,

handle anything in that room?

A

I don't think they d4id. I think they just stood

there. They didn't move around in the room. They just

went in and just stood there.

Q

A

o o L0 O

.

Q

The body was still there?

Yes.

Did they pilck up any clothes?

No.

Did they handle any chalrs?

No, I don't believe they did.

Did they pick up anything on the chest of drawers?
I don't believe they did, but I couldn't say.

Did anyone sit down on the other bed?

No. |

Did anyone handle anything on the night stand between

the beds?




89

A No. Nobody went over that far. Just stood there

by the door.

Q Did anyone go into the bathroom?

A I don't believe so.

Q Were you up there ast ény time alone?

A No.

Q Did you notice the couch in the living room alongside

the s tairway?

A Yes, I did.

<@ How early in the morning did you notice that?

A Well, the time I had gons, wait a minute, maybe,
well, I would have noticed 1t when I went, when I went
upstairs, because thet 1s the only time I was in that part
of the living room.

Q Did you go upstalirs through the living room and not
through the kitchen?

A I think I went up through the kltchen,

Q Did you notlce the couch whether it was disarrayed

or dlsordersd or anything?

A No.

O

Did you notlce this jacket, corduroy jacket?
A No, I dldn't.
You dldn't see a corduroy jacket?

No.

O > O

Did you notice anything, any wef footprints or
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anything?

A No. I remember looking for them, too, and I didn't
see any.

Q Did you notlice any sand in the upholstered chair, the

leather upholstered chair ih the study?

A No.
Q Did you notice any water?
A No.

Q When you were making this trip, this tour, wlth the
doctors Sheppard, where else dld you go? As I got 1%,
you went upstalrs, you went to where Mafilyn was on the
bed, you went into the room adjacent to where Dr. Hoversten
was sleeping --

A Well, first we went down through that to Dr. Hover-
sten's room, and thenwe came back in the room.

Q You can only get into Dr. Hoversten's room by going
through the other one, 1s that right?

A Yes.

Q You went through this room, that 1s on the right-
hand side, on the road side of the house, is that right?

A That's right,

Q You went into that room?
A Yes.,
Q Did you notice how many pleces of furniture were in

that room?
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A The first room?

Q Yes, |

A I thought it was empty, but I am not sure. There
might have been a chair or somethlng there.

Q Did you notice the chést of drawers against the wall?
A Against the west wall?

Q Against the east wall;

A Is 1t the east wall? No, I didn't notice.

Q@ Did you notice & desk on the south slde of the room
on the road side?

A No.

Q Did you notice the lamp?

A No. |

Q Did you notice the chair?

A I said, I might have, my.impression was 1t wasn't
completely empty, but I always thought of it as having a
bed in 1it.

Q@ You mean otherﬁise because it didn't have a bed in
it 1t was empty, 1ls that 1it?

A That was my impression; It wasn't completely
empty, I don't belleve,. I did recall a chair 1In 1i%t.

Q You went through the door into Hoverstents room, all
of you went 1in, thet is at least the four of you, is that
the 1ldea?

A Yes.

el e e e et e e e e o e
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Q Then you came back out through this room that you
entered first into the hallway, and then you went into

Marilyn's room?

A Correct.

Q Now, who went into Mafilyn‘s room, the two Dr.
Sheppards?

A Yes.,

Q Your mother went downstalrs?

A I don't remember just what my mother did,

Q Did she leave or did she stand there at the doorway
the way you sald you were standing?

A She mlight have been behind me; but I don't remember
whether she was there, I don't recall.

Q Where was this other person who was wlith you?

A I #m not positive there was another person. I
thought there was somsbody else went up with us.,.

Q At that particular time there were only two people
in MYarilyn's bedroom when her body was on the bed, and
that is the two Dr. Sheppards?

As I recall.

Steve and Richard?

Yes.

Now, where did you go?

Well, I left and went downstairs.

O B O » o »

They stayed up, you came down &alone?
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A Yes.

Q I don't want to put words in your mouth. You came
down alone?

A Yes, i did. I came down first by myself.

Q And who remained up tﬁere then? Where was your
mother at this time? |

A She might have still been upstairs, I don't remember,
but I went out to the car then and sat down, and they came
out afterwards.

Q Did you notice the Dr. Sheppards come down?

A No. |

Q Did you notice what happened to the Dr. Sheppards
after that?

4 No, I don't remember,

Q You say you went out to the car?
A Yes.

Q Then what did you do?

A I sat down.

Q You sat down in the car?

A Yes. |

Q Whose car is this?

A Our car, our station wagon.

Q Your own car?

A Yes. |

Q The Houk car, ls that the idea?
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A

Q

A

Yes.
Then how long did you stay there?

I must have remained there for maybe a half hour,

Thelr paper was dellvered thers.

Q
A

The ir paper was delivered then?

Yes, by the tims I got in the car and I was reading

theilr paper.

Q Who dellvered, who dellvers their paper?

A I think 1t was a boy by the name of Frifz up the
street.

Q Fritz, last name?

A Yes.

Q What 1s his last name?

A That 1s his last name.

Q Fritz 1s his last name?

& Yes. |

Q Liow, I want to try and refresh your memory. If I

tell you that I arrived at 8:00 ot'clock, what would be

the relationship to the time that Dr. Steve and Dr.

Richard came back to the house?

A

Well, as I remember, I thought 1t took you quite a

while getting there.

Q

I am telling you I arrlived at 8:;00 ofclock, I know

that definltely.

A

Then they probably got there around 7:30.
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Q They were there at least a half hour before Irgot therel
is that the 1ldea?

A Yes,

Q When I arrived there they were not thers,. What
happened to them?

A Well, they may have left by then.

Q Did you know Chip?

A Yes.

Q What kind of a chilld was Chip?

A Well, he was, what do you meaﬁ by what kind of a
child?

Q Well, was he a well-behaved, well-mannered child?

b
'
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A Yes, very well., He was very well brought up, I would]
say, I mean, he 1s very courteous and has manners. E
G Did he do the ordinary things that any other child
his age that you noticed would do, play the same way,

act the same way?

A Yes, he seeﬁed perfectly normal, He played indians
all the time, He was very fond of 1ndians.

< Who did he play wilth? ;
A He didn't have too many friends on that slide of the |
road, because 1t was hard for any friends to come down
and cross Lake Road to him. He usually played by him- i
self 1In the yard.

Q He played by himself. Did he appear frightened?
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A
Q

How do you mean

At any time did

of people?

= O = O

O

A

No, ﬁot at all.
Dld you ever go
Quite often.
Did you ever go
Yes.

Who else was in

Well, there was

frightened?

he appear afrald of people, frightened
water ékiing?

water skling with the Sheppards?

the party when you went water skling?

gqulte a few boys that were there.

Jim Redlinger, Stan Feely. Tom Gustason. Alex Bursilno.

<
A
Q
A

O

Q
Q
A

What about girls, women?

The girl across

Anyone else?

the street, Jean Dino.

Well, there wasn't any younger girls,

1 am talking about older gilrls.

The Sheppards had friends come down.

vWho were these frilends®?

The Aherns were

there. The Grahams. He had, I

didnt't noticd them this year, but last summer he had =

couple of friends come out from Cleveland.

Q

A

Q

A

Were there any single girls?

(No response, )

Do you know Sue

Hayes?

I have seen her, but I never met her personally.
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Q Where did you see her?

A Down at the hospital..

Q Did you ever see her at Sam Sheppard!'s house?

A I may have but I don't remember.

Q Did you ever noéice whéther or not Dr. Sam Sheppard
and Marilyn Sheppard argued or fought with each other?

A I had never seen them myself. I had heard once
that they had, but thet ls strictly rumor.

Q What did you hear?

A Well, one night aﬁ older boy, a brother of Jim
Redinger had seen Dr. Sheppard sitting down -- this is
gstrictly rumor now, this 1s what I heard.

Q Go ahead.

A That he had seen Dr. Sheppard sitting down on an
adjoining driveway to this older boy's girl friend,

he was just sitting there racing the motor and Tom
Redinger came out and asked him what the trouble was,

and he said he had an argument with hls wlfe, that he was
just sitting there racing the motor and swearing to him-
self, I don't know, just sltting there talking to himself,
Q Where was this in relationship to the Sheppard home?
A It was on Lake Road out on the east end. It 1s |
quite a ways, I would say, & mile or two anyhow from the
Sheppard home.

Q What 1s the boy's name?
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A Tom Redinger.

Q How do you spell that? ‘
A R-e~d-1-n-g-e-r. | ;
Q R-e-d-i-n-g-e-r¢ %
A Yes. | i
Q And he lives on Lake Road?

A Yes. He isn't home. He 1s away at camp now, I |
think,

Q When was this, this occasion that you were talking
about?

A it was qulte some time ago. I imagine it was last
summer,

Q Have you personally, have you observed or have you

not observed how Marilyn Sheppard and Dr. Sam Sheppard
got along?

A Iy opinion was they had gotten along very well.

I have seen them skling and things, and at night, more
or less telking. i
Q@ When you went over at night time was everybody happy |
and contented?

A Well, I hadn't gone over very often. Maybe a couple

of nights, me and the next door neighbor and I had gone

over and just sat and chewed the fat with him for a while.
Or I had gone over alone maybe a couple of times and talked

to him or see Sam about something.
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Q Dild you ever see Sam Sheppard get angry?

A I had heard, he got angry st us one davahen we were
skiing. We had a little accident. And he was also
angry at us the time, well, we used to sleep In a house,
we have a group of fellows,.and we used to sleep in that
little couple of rooms over hls garage, and a few of the
boys had gotten in trouble one night and they were out
and had stolen some stuff, and they were coming back there
afterwards, see, very late. well, it was early in the
morning, and at that time Sam was rather surprised and

he told us that we wouldn't be able to use 1t any more.

Q How dld he display his anger?

A Well, he Jjust, well, you wouldn't say he was real

angry. He was kind of just sort of miffed that these boys

had done this to him.

Q Did you ever see him blow his top?

A lo. |

& Do you know what you meen by blowlng your top?
4 Yes. |
Q

Did you ever see him display temper?

g

No. He always imprcssed me as a rather even-tempered
sort of person, I mean, I never went off the handle as
some people would.

Q Is there anything that you could contrlbute that I

didn't ask you, that I may not have asked, anything that
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you can think of?
A Well, nothing more than I felt to myself that he

was a very even-tempered person, and that I had never

seen him -- we had givern him times when he was angry at
us through skiing over there and playing basketball and

such that he might have gotten mad, but very sensible about

€

it, using hils head.
Q How many skl ropes wsre In exlstence?
A Well, they varied at times. There was two that

I know of, and I think there were three, I thlnk the one
was busted.

Q When you say busted, what was busted about 1it?

A That I can't remember. It was a heavy rope, a
thicker rope, he may have just put 1t away because 1t
was a rather big ski rope.

Q vwias it the rope thet was broken or was 1t the hand- %
hold that was broken, what was 1it?
A Well, I don't remember, I reﬁember asking about it, !
and I think one of the boys said it was broken, or
something to that effect. I don't remember just what it
was. I know that it wasn't down there.

Q Who did these skl ropes belong to?

A Well, one belonged to me, and the-other two were
his.

Q His, who do you mean by hls?
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Sam.

DR. GERBER: That 1s all.

We will adjourn until 1:00 o'clock,























































































































































NANCY AHERN, being first duly sworn

was sexamination and testified as followss:

EXAMINATION OF NANCY AHERN

By Dr. Gerber:

Q What is your name, plesase?

A Nancy Ahern. |

Q Where do you live?

A 29146 Lake Roed, an Village.

Q Now, you are married?

A Yes.

Q What is your husband's name?

A Don.

Q How long have you lived at this address?
A Four years next Christmas.

qQ You are acquainted with Dr. Sam Shepperd?
A Yes.

Q Were you acquainted with Mrs. Marilyn Sheppard?

A Yes., |

Q Over what period of time did this acqualntanceship
extend?

A Ilhave been asked this before and I can't remember --
it had been about a year. |

Q This acquaintanceship, was this more than an

scquaintanceship or a real friendship?
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I think so.

What?

A reai friendship.

Did you visit, you and your husband, visit their
and they visited your home?

Yes,

Now, I want to get to Saturday, July 3rd, of 195L.

Will you tell me whether or not you went to Dr. Sam

Sheppardts home on that date?

That evening.

A

Q What time?

A Eight o'ciock or a little thereafter.

Q And who—accompanied you?

A Dr, Sheppard, my two children, and Mr. Ahern.

&  Had Dr, Sheppard and Mrs. Sheppard been to your home
previously?

A Yes.

& wWhat time did they arrive at your home?

A Around seven o'clock.

« What did they do at your home?

A We had two cocktails before dinner and then we went

to the Sheppards! for our dinner. Mrs. Sheppard went

ahead to prepare dinner.

Q

A

What period of time did she precede you?

About ten minutes, fifteen at the most.
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Q What time did you eat?

A About 8:30 I would say.,

Q At that time who was at the dinner?

A Dr. Sheppard, Mrs. Sheppard, Mr. Aﬁern and myself.
The three children ate their dinner in the kitchen and
we ate on the porch.

@ How old are your children?

A 9 and 7.

] Is that two boys, or a boy and a girl®?

A The boy is 9 and the girl is 7,

Q Now, can you recall what time you completed the
dinner?
A It must have been a little after ten o'clock.

We sat and talked at dinner for a while.

Q Then what happened?

A Then Mr., Ahern took the children home, and we have
two German Shepherds,and he went home so ne could put the
dogs in, with children, and Mrs. Sheppard and myself went
out in the kitchen to clean up the dishes. Dr. Sheppard
sat down to watch television. Mr, Ahern came and when we
hed finished the dishes we all sat down and watched
television.

& Now, how long did it take you to do the dishes?

A We only cleaned them off to get them ready for‘the

dishwasher, We probably were through at -- Ann Southern




was on the television and I don't know what time she is
on that particular night, but it must have been some place
before eleven otclock.
Q You were through with'the dishes in order to view
Ann Southern, is that the idea?
A Well, no, Mrs, Sheppard finished putting the rest of
the things 1n the dishwasher and~i came in the living room
and we looked up the television schedule and then she

came 1In and joined’us, and Mr, Ahern.

Q When you sa2y "“she came,"

who were there then watching
the television?

A Dr. Sheppérd and I went in the living room, and then

in a few minutes Mrs. Sheppard came in and Mr. Ahern came

back from our house. Is that right, I mean,does that

enswer it?

< Yes. Dr. Sheppard ceme from the porch?
A Yes.
Q And you came from the kitchen, is that what you

are telling me?

A Yes. He ceme in from the porch and went in the living !

room. As & metter of fact, he left for a few minutes to
go into the garage and get some glue to fix young Chip's
sirplane, and he wes fixing the airplane and talking to
young Chip when I came into the living room.

Q How long did this take, to get the glue?

¢
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A A matter of two minutes. He went right out and
came right back in again.

Q Now, what kind of an evenling was this, was it cool
or was it wearm?

A Yes, it was rsther chilly because 1 shut the door
to the porch when L1 brought the last of the dishes in,
and the waves were rolling in quite hard,

Q How were you attired at that time, what sort of
clothes did you have on?

A I had shorts and a sport jacket and a blouse.

Q Did you borrow any jacket from the Sheppards?

'y No. 1 wore my own jacket down there.
@ Did your husband borrow any jacket?
A Yes, when we went out on the porch Mr. Ahern, when

I went in to get the cesscrt I got Mr. Ahern a jacket out

of the closet, and it wes & =-- do you want to know what

it was?

G Yés.

A It was a red sport jacket with a school letter on it,

and it had tan lesther slezves, and 1 put that around his
shoulders, and at the scme time Dr. Sheppard went in and
got his brown corduroy coast and put it around him.

Q To put around him or wear 1t?

Wore it, wore 1it.

A
Q Now, how wes Mrs. Sheppard dressed that evening?
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A She, Mrs, Sheppard had on white shorts, and a2 blue
tallored shirt, and also a checked jacket.

& What was this shirt like?

A Well, the best I can remember, it had a pointed
collar, very much like a men's shirt, and I think it had
long sleeves.

Q@ This was checked?

A Oh, no, no. The shirt that she had on was blue, plain

blue, light blue, and the jacket was blue and white and

bleck check, or something like that. Mine was checked,

also,

Q Was this similar to & man's shirt?

L Yes, but & small size, ofAcourse.

& Were the sleeves rolled or up or were they down?

4 It seemed to me thet they were rolled up. But I
assume, when she put her jacket on she probably put them
down.

) Wes this the type of shirt the tail of which is

worn on the outside or worn on the inside of the belt?

A I think one that could be worn either way.

Q How was it worn that night?

A I think it weas outside.

Q What sort of shoes did she have on?

A I don't remember her shoes. But in talking it over

with Mr. Ahern -- well, you don't want to know that?
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Q Go ahead, tell us.

A Well, we recall that she had on white moccasins. :
Q And socks? ;
A I don't think so. '
@ No stéckings or socks?

A No. I don't remember any socks, anyhow. 5
Q Did she have a sweater of any kind?

A No. She may have had a sweater on under hsr jacket,

but I don't remember her having a sweater on. 1 think

just the jacket over the shirt.

Q Her outer garments were the shorts, the shirt, and

the jacket and the shoes?

A Yes. i
& You didn't happen to sse her under garments of any '
kind?

£ No.

& Now, can you relete ir your own fashion just what

happened after you went into the living room to watch
television®?

A When Mr., Ahern casme beacik and we all decided we

would watch the movie, i.rs, Sheppard and I had rather
hoped we could go to a movie, but when we finished dinner
it was too late to go, and we had decided we couldn't get

8 baby-sitter at such & late deay, hour, rather, then

when she jolned us in the living room, Dr. Sheppard and she




sat in the big red chair that is in front of the television,
and Mr. Ahern and I sat on the west side of that cheair,
and for the first part of the show I sat on Mr, Ahern's
lap for a few minutes, and then 1 brought the other arm-
chair up alongside and we sat and watched the television
movie, and thought it was a bit dull. But we decided

that we would stick 1t out to the end and see if 1t
improved a little. Towards the end of the movie, 1

wbuld say half-way through, Dr. Sheppard who had had a
very tough day saild he thought he would go lie down on the
couch. So he went over on the couch which was to my

right, and to Mrs. Sheppard's left, he lay down with his

head facing the television and dropped off to sleep with

i
his head on the pillow, on his stomach, sort of watted |
up under his head, the pillow, rather. Then towards

the end the movie begen to improve for a few minutes and
Mrs, Sheppard said to Dr. Shepperd, "Sam, wake up, see
the rest of the movie, it might be good." And 1 turned
around and looked, too, becsuse he was right to my right, ;
eand he put his head up &nd very drowsy-eyed,and looked |
for a few minutes and ssid, "Oh, it is no; going to be

any good,"” and put his head down and he went back to sleep.
So when the movie was over, or a few minutes before it

was over, Mr, Ahern end I looked at Mrs. Sheppard and she

looked sort of drowsy, was sort of trylng to keep her eyes
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open, because of having company I suppose; and 4 suggested
to Mr. Ahern that it would be a good joke on them 1f we
sneaked out and didn't wake them up. But the minute we
got up out of our chéir when the movie was over, Mrs,
Sheppard immedletely woke up and popped up out of her
chair and saw us to the door. When we left, Dr. Sheppard
was sleeping very soundly, as far as elther one of us could
see, and had been for I don't know exactly how long, but
it would seem to me it woula have besn 15, 20 minutes or
half an hour. Then Mrs., Sheppard saw us to the door,

and I am sorry now that we didn't see whether the door was
locked or not when she shut it, but you don't do those

things when you figure there is a man in the house. And

we told her to hurry ané run up to bed real quickly before
she got wide aweake, end we jumped in the car and went ;
home. And that's it. g
& what time ﬁas this?

A Well, the movie, I assume, was over at twelve o'clockj
I am not just sure, or 12:05. I suppose that can be/
checked, I really don't know, but we left before the
commerclal came on.

Q What station were you watching?

A Well, that is & pretty good question. I don't know.
Whatever station Strange Holiday was on.

Q Strange Holiday. When Dr. Sheppard went over to lie
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down and go to sleep, what did he have on?

A He had on his, the same trousers -- shall I go
through what they were again?

Q Yes, go ahead.

A Brown and white or tan and white cord trousers,
white sweat socks and loafers, white T-shirt and & brown

corduroy jacket.

] Was he wearing that when we went to sleep?

A He was, and when we leflt.

Q He was wearing that when you left?

A Yes.

4] Did he have & wrist watch?

A I don't know. I have tried several times to recall.
& Did he have a key chein?

A I don't know thet either.

Q Did he have a ring?

A You don't want me to assume?

Q No.

A I don't know whether he had them on or not.
& Did dMrs. Sheppard heve on a watch?

A I don't know, but I know she always wore one.
Q She always wore one?

A Every time I saw her.

Q What sort of a watch was this?

A A small gold watch.
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Q Was it round?

A Square.

Q Square?

A Yes. |

Q Did she have any rings on?

A I don't know, but she always did wear her wedding

ring and her engegement ring.

Q She alwsys, thet was part of her costume, was 1it,
the wedding ring?

A Yes, but by the same token she might not have had
it on in that she hec been playing golf yesterday, the
day before, rather, end of course you do take your rings
off when you play golf. Now, that would be the only
reason I could think for her not having them on.

Q Have you had any other occasions to be in the

Sheppard home under the same conditions?

A Yes,

Q Did Dr., Sheppard go to sleep on those occasions?

A Yes, very often. He was quite & hard working man.
& It was, then, chasracteristic of him?

A Yes, He had a very good appetite.

Q Weit & minute.

A What I meant was he had a very good appetite and he

. mo 8%t always got sleepy after dinner.

Q You are telling me that you usually ate late, is
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that 1it?

A We‘did when we were swimming or water-skiing or
playing badminton or something like that. The children,
we often fed them earlier..

€ Had he gone to sleep on this couch on previous
occasions?

A Yes.,

Q Had he gone to sleep on this couch on previous
occasions?

& Yes.v

Q Would he go to sleep in your home?

A Yes.

Q Would you say you and Marilyn, all four of you,

were rather confidential, soclable?

A We were very good friends,

Q Very good friends?

A Yes,

& Did she ever confide in you?
& Yes.

Q Did she tell you things that she wouldn!'t tell other
people?

A Oh, I don't imagine so.

“ Did she tell you that she was pregnant?

A Yes.

Q When did she tell you thet she was pregnant?
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A About two weeks before that.

Q Two weeks before July lth?

A Yes. 1 say about two weeks.

1~ Can you recall the circumstances?

A Yes, We were going to dinner at the Country Club,
Dr. and WMrs. Sheppard and their young son, were going to
& buffet supper. I wasn't quite ready and lMrs. Sheppard
came upstairs while I fiﬁished powdering my nose and I
remarked about what an attractive dress she had on, and
she said didn't I think it was just a little bit snug,

and 1 said why no, I didn't think so. And she said, I
£i1l it out quite well, don't you think?" and then sh;
told me. And I hadn't thought about it. I hadn't known
about it before. |

Q Who was present?

A Just myself. |

Q Just the two of you?

A In my bedroom, yes.

&

Did she tell you when she expected the baby?
No.

Didn't she say how many months she had been pregnant?
Yés.

What did she say?

= o » O >

Four months.

Did she tell you when she found out that she was

&L
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pregnant?

A No. %
Q Did she tell you who her doctor was for her pregnancy%
A No., . g
Q Did she tell you who had made the examination for g

her pregnancy? :
A No. I never asked.

Q Most people are always proud of their obstetricilans,
aren't they?

A Well, second babies are a little different than firsts

You don't talk about it quite as much.

& Now, did she ever tell you, ever confide to you any |-
other things? f
A No, nothing that I can think of that would be really
pertinent.

g Did she ever get confidential with you?

A I don't think any more confidential thén she did %
any friends. You will have to ask me something, I don't
know just how confidential you mean.

Q Did you talk to each other on the telephone frequentl%
during the day? E
A Not frequently during the day, but we talked to each
other at least three or four times during the week.

Q Did you go over to her house three or four times a

week, and she would come to your house three or four times
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a week?

A No, only when we had something to go for. Not that
often, probably, but we saw each other often.

Q You saw her alone on occasions?

A Oh, yes.

Q Without either of your husbands being around?

A Oh, yes.

Q Did she ever tell you how she was getting along,
what she thought of married life?

A Yes. |

qQ What did she tell you?

A What sort of thing would you like to know?

Q I don't know, just tell me. Did she ever tell

you whethef or not she had any difficulties being married
to a doctor, whether a doctor's wife leads a life of =--

4 Oh, yes.

") What did she say?

A Well, that aftervall this time she had sort of begun
to get used to it, having to be gone often. WMrs,
Sheppard hated to be alone in the house. She didn't

like being alone because she had a rather lonesome‘child-
hood and she didn't like very much being alone, and

she just never quite got used to nights when Sam had to

be gone on a case or on something, and she always was

rether nervous until he got home.
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Q Did she ever tell you that she checked the hospital
and tried to locate Dr. Sam and was unable to find him?

A On any particular occaslon you mean?

Q Any time?

A No. Mrs. Sheppard knew most of the thiﬁgs that had
been put in the paper as to whether they were so or such,
you know, most wives know rumors that they hear and whether
they are so or whether they aren't.

Q What rumors do you have reference to?

A Hegarding the California business.

Q What did Mrs. Sheppard think about Susan Hayes?

A Mrs, Sheppard had heard the rumor that Dr. Sheppard
had been out with Mrs. Hayes and didn't seem to think too
much of 1t, didn't seem to be too upset about it. That
is what she said‘to me, anyhow. ;
Q Did she tell you about it? ;
4 Yes. é

Q That she wasn't upset about 1t?

A She told me that he had bought a watch for a young
lady in California, and I said, "Did it upset you, is
there anything to it?" and she said, "No, I don't think

there is."

Q Did she ever tell you that she contempla?ed divorce?
A No, becasuse apparently all of that must have happened

f
long before we knew them. I am going by what I read, of %
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course, and heard.

Q When did she tell you about this watch business?

A Oh, I don't remember when exactly., |

Q Six months ago?

A No,

Q Or eight months ago, or five months ago or two months
ago?

A Probably 1t woulcd be closer to two months or a month
ago.

Q Two months or & month, that is prior to her death?

A Yes, I don't know of anything that Dr. and lMrs. |
Sheppard haven't dlscussed.

Q Did she ever indicate to you that her husband had a

bad temper?

4 No. T never scen Dr. Sheppard that angry, angry
enough to heave a bad temper. ;
& Have you seen him angry?

& Not what you would call angry. 1 have seen him upset.
Thet word angry is kind of hard 1n a case like this to
describe. I have seen him about as upset as most husbands
get 1n front of friends and that isn't very angry. :
Q Did she ever tell you ebout his tempser when there
was nobody &around?

A No. I know Dr. Sheppard has never laid a hand on

her up until -- well, I have to specify this, I know that
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he had never touched her -- I assume with temper goes
something physical maybe -- up to this winter, because
there were six or eight of us who went on a skiing

trip and we rode with Dr. and Mrs, Sheppard on the skiing
trip, Mr. Ahern and myself, and on the wdy up we got in
the usual discussions that husbands and wives do some-
times, and 1 was telling him of a very funny incident

in our family 1ife, e&nd Dr. Sheppard said, "Well, I can
also say that I heve never gotten angry enough with my

' and Mrs. Sheppard laughed

wife to lay a hend on her,'
and we all lasughed &nd agreed along with it, So I

would assume thet he had never been angry enough to ever
touch her.

& How long ago was this?

A This was this winter.’

Q This past winter. Were you at any parties where

Dr. Sam Sheppard and Mrs. Sheppard were there and where
she left because she was angry?

A No, I have never been. I have read of those parties
in the newspaper, but I wasn't present at any of those.

Q You have not been present at any of those?

A No. They were always there, we often went together
and came home together.

Q Did you happen to know this Miss Hayes?

A No, I have never saw her before 1 saw her picture
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Q Who 1is your family physician?

A Dr. Ross has been several times. You see, we only

have lived here four years and we are Christian Scientists,

so we don't have a

doctor very often. But Dr. Koss has

come to the house to look after the children and came

in when Mr. Ahern was 111 this winter.

Q Is there anything that you can tell us that would

help us that you haven't told us?

A I have thought and thought, and if there was I

certainly would tel

1l you. I realize it seems like rather

peculier that we could have spent such a dull and un-

interesting evening, but that is the way it was and 1

can't make any other story out of it.

Q When did you first hear of Marilyn Sheppard's death®

A Mayor Houk ca

six on Sunday morni

G Ten after six?

iy Yes, some time
Q When you left
door, that is, the
A I didn't lock

last of the dishes

lled me up some time about ten after

ng.

arouna that.

the Sheppard home did you lock the back
door thazt goes out to the lake?

it when we left. When 1 brought the

in off the porch I locked the door that

goes from the living room on to the porch. I turned the

switch and put the

night chain on.
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Q You put the night chsin on?
A Yes.,
Q And you turned, you csll it 2 switch?

A Well, it is one of those little =--

Q Knobs?

A Yes., |

Q Did you close the screen door?

A No.

Q Was the screen door closed 2t the time you were out

on the porch?

& It was élosed, but whether it was locked or not,
that 1 don't know.

& Now, the door leeading on to Lake Koad, you know was
closed, you don't know enything about it being locked?

L No, 1 donlﬁ. I wish that I did. But we left and
we turned our backs, seid good-bye, and walked towsrds
the cer, and I can't to the best of me recall hearing

2 click or anythiné. We would have, of course, paid

particular attention if he hedn't been in the house.

g Now, on Sunday, July Lth in the afternoon you were

in the Sheppard home?

& No, I wasn't in the Sheppard home until the next
morning.,

Q The next morning?

A Or, when was July Lth -- yes, the next morning
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when they asked me to come down and see if anything
had been changed in the living room that I could

recall.

Q All right, what changes did you notice?

A The chairs had been put back, the two chairs,

armchairs, that we had pulled up.

Q They were put back?

A I can only describe with my hands. You know where
the couch 1s, and the chair, usually, there 1is & chair

that sits by the couch, there were two armchairs side

by side that Mr. Ahern and I were sitting watching televisilon,

and the chairs had been put back in their place.

Q They were put back in their usual position?

L fes, everything else was exactly the same.

& Did you notice the secretary or the desk in the living
room? E
A Well, of course, that was opened and scattered. I amg

not speaking of those things.

Q That was open and scattered?

A When I came in, that would be Tuesday morning, Monday

morning, yes.
)

Q Did you notice the couch?

A Yes.

Q With the corduroy jacket on 1t?
A Yes, laying down towards the end.
Q That was the same Jacket?
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A Yes,

Q That Dr. Sheppard was wearing?

A Yes., L didn't go up and inspe’ct it but it looked
like it was the same.

Q That he was wearing when you left?

A Yes,

Q What about the den or the office or the study, which-
ever one you want to call it, did you look in there?

A Yes. It was scattered. The things had been oﬁt of
the desk, and so on.

< Did you go up in the bedroom?

A No.

Q This was Sunday morning that we are talking about,

a few hours after the death?

A oh, no, 1 didn't go in‘the house Sunday morning.
This was Monday morning they came up and asked me to come
down end look and see if anything had been changed. I
didn't go in the house at all 2ll day Sunday.

DR. GERBER: That is all.
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DON J. AHERN, having been first

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION OF DON J. AHERN

By Dr. Gerber:

What 1s your name, please?

Don J. Ahern. |
Where do you reside?

2916 Lake Road in Bay Village.
How long have you lived there?
Since December of 1950.

Are you married?

Yes, sir,

Your wifefs name?

Nancy.

Were you friends, sociel friends and acquaintances

of Dr. Sam Sheppard and larilyn Sheppard?

L

Q

Yes, sir.

Ccan you tell us when you saw Dr. Sheppard and Marilyn !

Sheppard on Seturday, July 3rd?

A

Q

- agiza

Would you repest that pleése?

When did you see Dr. Sheppard and Marilyn Sheppard

on Saturday, July 3rd?

A
Q

Initially about six o'clock in the afternoon.

Where did you see her?
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A At our residence,
& And what occurred?
A They were there for anproximately two hours, During

that period of time we &all had psrhaps two cocktalls
aplece., e dlscussed the progress of Mrs. Sheppard's
zolf, inasmuch es my wife had been assisting her in colf,

She had nleysd very little before. Ofther than that 1

o+ )

think it wes Just ol =z ~eneral nature, nothing unusual

3
in particuler,

Q Then what ha-n -nzd?

A From th=erec ws vwont down to the residence of Dr,

[¢8

Sam Shewnnard.

- oid Dr. Zhe~-pard lisave ghzad of you or was he gone
at any time in those two hours?

A As I recell he left maybe five or t en mlnutes =rlior
to the time thet we left. 1 don't recall exactly, but
1 think he did leave prior to our departure.

& Who did you depart with?

A As 1 recell, one of our children, iilchael, I think
rode .n the car with us, lirs. cheppnard and my wife.

<« .nat heppened to the othsr child?

& Oh, 1 think their son, Chip, walked down to theilr
residence with our daughter Leslle.

Q What time did you leave your home?

A About eight o'clock.
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P Q What time did you arrive over at the Sheppard's
home ?
A Perhaps two minutes later.
& Then what happened, what happened then?
A Some time between the tims we arrived and started

eating dinner 1 recall thst Sam and I walked down to the
teach to look at the water inasmuch as he had planned on

skiing the following day.

) Was Dr. Sheppard there when you arrived?
A Yes, he was. He was there at the house.
Q He was at the house when you arrived?

;A Yes. .

;Q All right, go ahead.

A I recall the water was very rough that evenilng,
“end it was a little disappointing because he had invited

- a numozr of internes for the following day to ski.

We were down there for perhaps ten or fifteen minutes

;and came back up to the house, and shortly thereafter

?we went down in the basement, that is, Dr. Sam, our

" two children, and thelr son Chip. And Samwas showing the
ichildren how to use the nunching bag. Ve were down there

for perhaps ten or fifteen minutes and came back up.

Shortly thereafter, we had dinner on thg porch, that 1is,
the adults did, and the children ate in the kitchen,

~

- WWhat happened then?




A After dinner, the two girls, that 1s, my wife and
Nrs. Sheppard cleared the table off and then brought
dessert out, and we ate our dessert, and following that
I took our two children home, Mlke and Leslle, and that

was about 10:50. Then I returned perhaps ten minutes

later.
& What happened then®
A Well, I recall little Chilp, Just as I came in the

living room, 1little Chip dressed 1n hls pajamas came

down the steps and his mother, he sald something to his
mother which I didn't recall and she advised him to go

or. back upstailrs and go back to bed, which he did.

Then we began watching a movie on television. Of course,
hed been listening to the ball game to that time. Nothing
unusual happened for the.balance of the everning. ‘e stayed
there until the conclusion of the movie which was on
television and also listened to the ball came. And as I
recall it, it was about 12:30 when we departed. Do you
want me to contlnue?

@ Yes, go right éhead.

A I would say somewhere between 11:50 and perhaps a
guarter to twelve Sam had been drowsing a bit in the chair,
and he then went over to the couch andlaid down. I think

especially the girls were trying to keep him awake so that

he would watch the movie. He finally went to sleep I would
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say about a half hour before we left.

4 Did wou wotice how he was dressed?

A Well, I recall that he had on his cord slacks, a
white T-shirt, and sweat socks, and brown sneskers or
moccasins, I am not positlve 1f he had on his brown cordurg
jacket or not. 1 think he did. VWhatevsr, it was very
much in evidence, I can't recall seeing 1t clearly, I
know he had 1t on durilng the course of the evening,
following the time we came back up from the basement.

~ Was 1t cool enough to wear a Jacket?

A Oh, yes. 1t was rather windy that eﬁening and, of

course, we ate on the porch and 1t was qulte windy out

R

N

there.

- You were wearing a Jacket? i
A 1 had something on. I don't recall what it was., ;
< wnat about awrist watch, did Dr. Shepnard have on a |

wrist watch?

A As 1 recall, he did.

& On which hand was he wearing 1it?

A I think 1t was on hls right'hand. My recollection
of having ssen the watch wes at our house.

Q Which side of the hand was the face of the watch,

was it on the palm side or the back side of the hand?

A That is a pretty difficult question, I don't recall.

I do know that when he was at our house, we were sitting




28

in the kitchen, at sort of a breakfast bar, and he was

sitting to my left, somewhat as I am sitting now, and I

could see his hand up there, and as I recall he did have

on his watch,

4
A

&

A

Q

&

3,

Is he right-handed or left-handed?
He 1s right-handed as I recall.
Did you see a chain, a key chain, charm?

1 have seen 1t many times, but I do not recall

"having seen it on that occasion.

Did he have a ring?

I don't recall.

Praternity ring or something, any kind of & ring?
1 just don't recell.

when you left with lirs. Ahern did you notice whether

or not the door-that led out on the porch was locked?

L

-

I know that my wife had locked it previously some

time during the course of the evening. I think it was

shortly after we came in from having saten.

)

Do you know whether or not it was opened up subsequent

to that time?

A

—~

&

It hink not.

Was there anything sald or done that evening that

would irritete Dr. Sheppard or Mrs. Sheppard?

A

Not a thing. Everything was most pleasant., There

just wasn't a thing.
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< You have had many meetings or social gathsrings with
Dr. Sheppard and lirs. Sheppard?

A Yes, s ir.,

Q Wlas it characteristic of Dr. Sheppard to go to sleep
in the middle of the party?

A (wltness nods) Sam was quite a goodgdleeper. He

worked hard and slept hard. So that fact wasn't a bit

unusual.
g It wasn't unusual he went to sleep?
A Because many times at our house he has gone to sleep

after a meal.

« Do you have any knowledge of any temper that Dr.
Sam Sheppard had or may have had?

A He certainly never displayed it around me.

nothing unusual at all,

- Did you ever accept any confldences fromMrs, Sheppard,

kerilyn Sheppard?

A no, sir,
= Did she ever try to tell you anything confidential?
A No, sir, she never has,

DR. CGoRBER: That 1s all.
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