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Report of Autopsy
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I Marilyn Reese Sheppard Age: 31 2892/, Westlake Road

Bay Village, Chio,
¢ 76629 M-7280

0£ficially pronounced dead at the Coronsr's Office following arrival at

8300 AoMo, Twdy=5ls 0

Autopgy performed at the Coroner's Office at 123130 P,M., 7=4=54,

ABSTRACT OF HISTORY

Decedent said to have bsen assaulted and found by husband apparently dead on
her bed at home, 2892, Westlake Road, Bay ViJ.laga, at about 5530 A M,, T=li=54.
She was conveyed to ths Coroner's Office where she was officislly pronounced
dead following arrivel et £:00 A M,, 7=4=54. (Dr. Gerber)

ANATOMIC DIAGNOSES

1. Multiple impacts to head and face with:
a) Comminuted fractures of skull and ssparation of frontal suture,.
b) Bilateral subdural hemorrhages.
¢) Diffuse bilateral subarachnold hemorrhages.
d) Contusions of brain,
e) Multiple contused lacerations of forehead and scelp.
f) Fractures of uppsr medial incleor teeth,
g) I"racture of nosec.

2. Mutiple abrasions and contusions., Partisl avulsion of 4th left fingsrnail.

Je Aspiration of blood.
Rl
4+ Intra=uterine pregnancy « ciera 4 months.

5« Adenomata of thyroad.

CAUSE OF DEATY

The decedent came to her death as a result ofy MULTIFLE IMPACTS TO HEAD AND
FACE WITH COMMINUTED FRACTURES OF SKULL AND SEPARATION OF FRONTAL SUTURE,
BILATERAL SUBDURAL HEMORRHAGES, DIFFUSE BILATERAL SUBARACHNOID HEMORRHAGES,

|| AND CONTUSIONS OF BRAIN.

HOMICIDE BY ASSAULT.

LABORATORY FINDINGS

Blood: alcohol = 0.00%
Blood typet O Rh negative type M3

S



i Case # 76629 ¥=7280 Post,
I E
| Marilyn Sheppard - 28924 lake Road = Bay Village, Ohio.
| 8100 A.M., July 4, 1954 ~ Date of Death '
112:30 P.M., July 4, 1954 = Date of Post.

ft GROSS ANATOMIC DESCRIPTION

E;EXTERHAL EXAMINATION: The body is that of a well developed and well nourished

ﬁwhite female who appears to be the stated age of 30 years. The body measures

”67 inches in length and weighs 125 pounds. Rigor mortis is complete. Postmortem

i 1ividity is dependent. There is a pale cyanosis of the lips and nail beds.

| The hair is brown and has a normal distribution. The irides are hazel and the

: pupile round, regular and equal. Ears, nose and mouth are not remarkable. The
teeth are natural and in good condition. Neak, ehest and abdomen are within
normal limits. Pressure on the breasts results in the appearance of clear watery

| fluid at the nipples. The abdomen reveals striae gravidarum and a well healed
suprapubic scar measuring 5" in length. The external genitalia are normal female,
The extremities are not remarkable., The toenails are tinted pink.

EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INJURY: There is abundant dried blood over the entire
face, neck, upper chest and hands, and there are bloody crusts in the nostrils
and in the mouth.

|| The following individual injuries are noted:

1. There is a contused abraded laceration measuring 1 x %" in the left frontal
f region, centered 23" from the midline. It extends from the supra-orbital

i margin cephal?d. The injury extends down to the underlying bone.

| 2. There is a contused cresentic laceration measuring 1 x »" in the left frontal

I region, centered 2" from the midline., The lowermost point of the laceration

! is loeated 1}" above the supra-orbital margin. The laceration extends down
to the underlying bone.

:3. There is a contused gaping laceration measuring 1% x 3/8" in the left frontal
region, centered 1" from the midline. It extends from the supra-orbital
ridge cephalad. The underlying bone is visible in the depths of the wound.

| 4, Thers is a linear laceration measuring 2 x " in the midfrontal region.
The injury originates at the glabella and extends cephalad. The laceration
extends through the soft tissue to the underlying bone,

1‘5. There is a ragged cresentic laceration measuring # x 1" in the right frontal
f region centered 1" from the midline and 2}" above the supra-orbital ridge.

‘ The laceration is located immediatsely below the hair line. The edges of

i the lacerntion are abraded over a zone measuring up to 1/8" in width. The

| laceration extends down to the underlying bone.

| 6, There is a ocontused laceration measuring 1 x 3" in the right frontal region
centered 2" from the midline and 13" above the supra=orbital ridge. The
laceration runs from lateral and posterior medially and anteriorly. The
laceration extends down to the underlying bone.

| Comminuted fractures of the frontal bone are visible and palpable in the depths
| of the lacerations described above.

I}
| 7o There is a gaping contused elliptieal laceration measuring 1 x A" in the
l}

It right frontal region, centered 2" above the right supra=-orbital ridge and
| 3" from the midline. The underlying bone is exposed.

i -2-
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There is a ragged contused laceration measuring 1 x 3" in tho right prietal
region, centered 4" from the midline and 4" from tho right external auditory
meatus, The lacoration extends down to the underlying bone.

There is a ragged contused laceration measuring & x 3" in the right oceiput,
sentiered 33" from the midline and S" from the right external audltory meatus.
The laceration extends only partially through the socalp.

There isc s ragged contused laceration measuring 1: x ;" in tho mid-fronto-
parietal region, oentered 3" above the glabella, The posterior aspeet of
the wound forks to produce a Y each of whose arms measure 3".

There is a ragged contused laceration in the left parietal region measuring
2" in length. The wound extends from tho midline to the left, originating
at a point G}" from the left muditory meatus.

There is & ragged oruciate contused laceration measuring 13 x 1" in the left
temporal region, centored 37 from the left lateral canthms and 43" from the
left external auditory meatus. The laceration extends down to the underlying
bone. Fractures ere visible and palpable in the depths of the laceration.

[
There is a ragged oontused laceration measuring 2} x X}" in the left parietal
rogion, centered 3" from the midline and 4}" from the left external auditory
weatuse. The injury extends from anterior and lateral posteriorly and
wedially. The anterior aspect of the injury is separated {romz the proceeding
injury (112) by a bridge of skin which measures rrom 4 to 3".

There is a contused cregentic laceration measuring 2% x " in the left
parietal region, centered 33" from the midline end 5‘3 fram the loft external
auditory meatus. It is separated from the preseedinz injury (§113) by a
bridge of skin measuring " in width. The bridge of skin separates the
postorior extremity of the preceeding injury from the present laceration.

There is & raggod oreosentio laceration in the left parietal region centered
3" from the midline and 6" from the left extornal auditory meatus. The
laceration measures 1} x 4" and is separated ‘from the prececding injury
(#14) by a bridge of skin measuring up to §" in width. Tho underlying bone
is exposed,

Thers is a laceration measuring 5/16 x 1/8" in the right preeauricular
rogion over the temporowmandibuler joint. It is ecentered 1 3/4" from the
right external aunditory meatus.

The right upper and lower eyelids are swollen and discolored a dark purplish
brown.

?hor? is on area of erusted abrasion in the mideright upper 1lid moesuring
‘X Q’“C

There ig an area of erusted abrasion messuring ¥ x 1" in the mid-right

lower lid.

There ia swelling and purpleebrown discoloration of the left uppor and 1ower
eyelids. The discoloration and swelling ere less marked than on the right.

There is a fracture of the nasal bone with orepitue on manipulatione.
1

Thers is & contused abrasion measuring * x 1/8" over the bridge of the nose |
with the long axis of the abradion following the long axis of the nose. ‘
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23. Thero is a contused abrasion measuring 1 x 3" on the left mideinfra=orbital
margin,

24, There is a oruated abrasion mossuring 1 x 3" on the bucoal surface of the
mucosa of the lower lip.

25. Thore is a complote fracture of the upper right medial ineisor at the

it Junction of the proximal and middle third of the toothe The fracture is
rocent and the fraectured surface is sharpe. The distal {ragment of the tooth
18 not present within the mouth,

126. There is a ohip defeat on the occlusal=frontal surface of the upper left
i nedial ineisor. The defect messures 3/16 x 1/8", and the edges are sharp.

i:;27. There i3 an arca of purple browmm contusion nmeasuring 2" in diameter over
i the superior aspect of the right shoulder, The discoloration is faint, |

;:28. There is a contused abrasion measuring 3" over the right radius centered

g

74" proximal to the tip of the right thumb,

/20, There ig en arca of contused abrasion measuring 2 x 3/4" on tho lateral
aspect of the dorsum of the right wriest.

30« There is a dried abracion measuring 3/4 x 3" over the base of the right
thumb on the palmar aspeot.

31, There is en abrasion measuring % x " over the dorsum of %the proximal
rhalanx of the right index finger immediately distel to the mebacerpo=-
phalangeal joint.

32, There is an area of crusted abrasion measuring } x 1/8™ over the metacarpoe
phalengeal joint on the dorsum of the right 4th finger. |

33« There is hyper-mobility and orepitus on the right Sth finger at the metacare
pophalangeel joint, |

34, There s a contused abrasion measuring 123- x ;" over the left ulna centered
10" proximal to the tip of the left middle finger.

E35. There is partisl] avulsion of the fingernail of the left 4th finger with
the root of the nail exposed.

ljBHCTIORn The body is opened through the usual "Y" shaped incision. The sube
{outaneous fat is moderate in amount. The museulature is well developed.

‘:BGDY CAVITIES: All the body cavities are smooth and glistening and none ocontaing
exoesa f{luid,

VISCURA

EART:  The heart is firmly contracted as it lies in situ. Tt weighs 225 gus,
The epieardial surfaces are smooth end glistenings The myocardium has a uniform
pale reddish brown color throughout. The endocardial surfaces are smooth and
#listenings Valve cusps and leaflets are thin and delicate, The major vossels |
leading from the heart are not romarkeble. The coronary arteries reveal no 1
latheromatous changes, Heasurements of the heart are as follows: |

i Pulmonice 540 on Mitral 740 ome
Aortie SeOom Triocuspid 8,0 cm.
Right ventricle 4.0 mm Left vertricle 12,0 mm.
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LUNGSs The right lung woighs 550 gnse and the loft 470 gmse The pleural surfaces
bilaterally are smooth and shiny throughout and the lungs are rubbory to palpation,
Cross seoction reveals a mottled reddiah purple parenchyma which ylelds moderate
quantities of bloody, frothy fluid on pressure. The traclioa and major bronohi
contain a large quaniity of bloodwstained asero-mucoid froth.

HWECK URGANS:  There is no evidence of injury to the soft or bony structures of
the neck. The thyreid hes a uniform reddish brown color throughout, with an
adenomatous nodule measuring 2 eme in diawetor in the lower pole of the left
thyroid lobe. The larynx and trachea are lined by an intoet mucous membrane,
The thymus is atrophie,

CASTROINTESTINAL TRACT: The pastrointestinal tract is lined by an intact mueous
meabrane from pharynz %o anuse. The stouach eontains one-hali’ cunee of orange=
brown mucoid fluid, The swall iuntectine contains yellowlsh brom ohyme. The
oolon contains ingpissated presn-irown stools The appendix is curplozlly absent:
and the cocuwa is bound to the anterior parietal peritonoum,

ILIVER: The liver woighs 3480 gms. Its capsule is smooth and glistening., Cross
\soction reveals good preservation of the usual hepatic architectural landmarks,
1The gall bladder and bile duets ave patent throughout.

DMANCREASs  The pancreas shows no gross abnormalities.

SPLEEN: The sploen weighs 180 grms. It is soft to palpation snd the capsule is|
wrinkled, Crosec section reveals fair dewarcation botween red and white pulp.

EfADn'z,':i.&r.Sa The adrenals are within normal llmits.

TIDNEYSs The right kidney weighs 135 gms, and the left 130 gms. The capsules
strip rendily leaving smooth, shiny reddish bromm surfaces. Crossc seetion re=
veals pood demarcatlon between cortex and medulla with ne evidonce cf any cortical.
The bladder is eaply.

TU9EmNAL CENITALIA:  The uterns is enlarged and exteads to a point 5" above the
puble symphysis, Within it there is a prognancy with the membranes intact.
Within tho amniotic sae there is a male fotus weasuring 14 em. {ram cram to
rump and 20 ome from erowa Yo heels The placente Shaws no gross abnormalities,
The corvix is within normal limitse tithin tho vagina there is a moderate
‘quantity of creauy white exudate, The tubes and ovaries show no gross abnormale |
jitiess Within the right ovary there is a corpue luteun of pregnancy. 3

f;LY’JPH NODESs The lyuph nodea are not cignifieantly enlarged in any of the body !
lcavities, |

BOME VARDOW: Tho bone marrowr has s reddish bram color throurchout,

LUNTL:  The aorta shows minimal etherommtous ohanpes within its abdominsl
rortion.

HEAD:  Pre sealp is ineised from ear to epr and the flaps reflecoted anteriorly
and nesteriorlye There ig extencive hemorrhapgic extravasation through the
ontire soalp and both temporal muscles are hoavily ingiltreted by bloods The
calvariun reveals severe conminution and splintering of the ontire frontal bone
with camplete peparation of the coronal suture, Small frarments of bone can
readily be picked {rom the sites of comminution with the ringera. The calvarium
is removed by converging sawwouts which extend from the separated coronal suture
posteriorly. The dura is intact, On reflecting the dura 20 ec. of fluid dlood |
gare found in each subdural spece. The brein weighs 1440 gms. It rewveals diffuse

A=
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pubarachnoid hemorrhage over both coerebral hemisphsres and over the cerebellar
neaisphores, Multiple coronal sestions thwourh the brain revesl pood preservation
of the usual cerevrul architectural laudmarks, “hero is contusion with foeal and
confluent homorrimges iavolving {he cortex on the undersuriaco of the temporal

wnd {rontal lobes bilaterally. In the right besal ganglia there are focal and
coniluent areas of hemorrhage. The floor of the cranial cavity revesls severe com-
minution involving the mnterior oranlal fossee. The roofs of both orbits ere i
‘splintered and fragmented and the interior of the frontal sinus is vieibles The|
parietal bones, oceipital bones and the floor of the middle and posterior touaoi
‘shaw no fractures, |

|

PITOITARY: The pltuitary gland s not remarkablo, |

YICROBCOPIC DESCRIPTION

ji‘JkJGS: Pooal cangostion and edemas
';Tlml‘OIDs Follicular edenocmata.
%BIIIJL'\:;T: Secrstory changes.

iOVA}\‘Yx Corpus luteun of prognanocy.
{ﬁmnm: iined by declidual tissues IHypertrophy of miscle. ‘
E_VAG’INAL BVBARSs  Abundant epitheliel cells and hacteria, \

,mem Pooal and confluent cortical hemorrhages with lacerstion.

Il
I
Bections of heart, liver, kidneoy, placenta and umbllioal oord are negative,

ii
i
i
f
:
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