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I performed an autopsy on the body of -
at
the DEPARTM ENT OF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER
Los iforni
Angeles, California on_ January 28, 2020 1000
(Daug) (Timc)

From the anatomic findin 8 and pertinent hi 1 ascribe the death to:

el Blunt trauma

?%E} TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

?%E) TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

IZE%E) TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

OTHER CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING BUT NOT RELATED TO THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF DEATH

MANNER OF DEATH
Accident

HOW INJURY OCCURRED
Commercial helicopter crash (pilot)

Anatomic Summary :

I. Extensive blunt force injuries
A. Multiple fractures of the skull, spine,
extremities
B. Evisceration of the cranium and abdomen
C. Lacerations of the internal organs and major vessels

torsc and

II. No soot deposition within the airway

CIRCUMSTANCES:
This 50 year old male was reported as a John Doe following a

commercial helicopter crash with multiple passengers. He was
determined to be the pilot and was identified by fingerprints.
Please see Coroner Investigator’s report for further details.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:
The body is identified by toe tags bearing the case number and

name of the decedent. The body is that of an unembalmed
refrigerated adult male who has extensive blunt force traumatic

The body weighs 140 pounds at the time of autopsy.

injuries.
Examination of the

The body habitus does not appear overweight.
skin shows no evidence of jaundice. No prominent or unique

scars are identified., No tattoos are identified.

The majority of the head, excluding portions of occipital bone,
mandible, scalp and ears is absent. The scalp hair is gray-
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D. Upper extremities
1. Multiple gaping lacerations, proximal and

distal, bilateral
2. Multiple displaced fractures, proximal and

distal, bilateral

E. Lower extremities
1. Complete dermal avulsion of the lower extremities

from hip to ankle bilaterally :
2. Multiple displaced fractures, proximal and giatal,

bilateral

NECK:
The neck organs are removed and opened. There is no soot in the
There is no edema of the larynx or

pharynx, larynx or trachea. . .
epiglottis. There is scattered hemorrhage around the investing

fascia, strap muscles and surface of the thyroid gland. There
are prevertebral fascial hemorrhages of the cervical spine.

CHEST/ABDOMINAL CAVITY:
There is scant blood within the chest cavity. The organs of the

abdomen and pelvis have been eviscerated and show disrupted

organization.
SYSTEMIC AND ORGAN REVIEW:

Note: The following observations are limited to findings other
than described above.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM:
No abnormalities of the uninjured bony framework or muscles are

identified.

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM:
The thoracic and abdominal aorta have minimal atherosclerosis.

The pericardial sac is not intact.

The heart tissue weighs 200 grams. The configuration is
disrupted, and the anatomic landmarks are not well preserved.
The left ventricle is approximately 1.0 cm in thickness.
Discernible portions of the cardiac valves show no vegetations.
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gizgzri:traight, and up to approximately 1 % inches in length.

; some balding over the vertex of the scalp. The facial
hair appears to be recently shaven and is gray brown in color.
The facial structures have been completely disrupted. A portion
of mandible containing two molars, one of which has a metallic
filling, is identified. The tongue is fragmented. The eyes are
not identified.

There is visible and palpable chest deformity. There is
abdominal and pelvic evisceration. The penis is present within
the abdominal and pelvic contents. All extremities show
extensive blunt trauma with multiple deformities. Both hands
are present and articulate with the upper extremities. Both
feet are present and are attached to the lower extremities via
skin and soft tissue. The fingernails and toenails are neatly
trimmed and without overhang. Rigor mortis is not appreciated.
There is faint livor mortis present over the posterior torso.

EVIDENCE OF THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTION:
There is no evidence of mecical intervention.

EVIDENCE OF INJURY:

Blunt force trauma
A. Head and neck
1. Extensive comminuted fractures of the

occipital bones with scalp avulsion
2. Complete disruption cf the facial structures
3. Displaced fracture of the cervical spine
B. Thorax
1. Numerous comminuted anterior and posterior rib
fractures ;
2. Multiple lacerations of the heart, great vessels,
lungs and diaphragm
3. Displaced fracture of the thoracic spine
4, Scattered perimortem abrasions of the back
C. Abdomen and pelvis
1. Abdominal-pelvic evisceration
2. Numerous lacerations of the liver, spleen and left
kidney
3. Multiple displaced fractures of the sacrum




I

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORMONER,

Skin /g {4 437

Hf Ualar!\r‘ :

T_'_"?-b 2,6. ‘_':33‘)3 e
Zokhyda«;/ A'rf-’\
ALI’I\M?»JI
aNifee |-\". T,
wi palre fedee
anld Arcd / Johne
SLAHM -‘LrnJLn:(
175ues. 51 b Imnr-) thd/f[mu”u'%m., Seathe
‘3 Seadivrtd conduinyg [;:Li'-( e e
awd obhagd (.sll‘\—;u't .\l._,.::__:h:{-hh
|d.£é.rhj('|‘" }lll,er.h'l'l'oﬂ Gvee Loy
wi huneess 3
e enyive
r”q -£ﬂu.4ur-f
,A,l.ﬁﬂk vy | m’w,\'lol"'\ )
v “pen N feat
displat - ek .
_ﬁ(.a.c{'v"t \".
o A
N/ : my
& i:w W ' \ | :
as Jhony il Liveet Bed sk
presed | g ilore) ant Ao progent Lo ek 4
ld.icfz.:l"' Jeimmad et s "’_“H“"\‘ M‘f”\)
ln) Lravtney dedals, ne avdrka«j ideat , N dogp
5 Snn(*f 4\!’14‘-_
deap sold frasue ;
| OEWE Qxprive of l..lv
Hpem Lemw Lo hop B gkl
Lradwnr discelrladnn @ kna
Deap 52l [sggue Ltmwr, 41 (o fradtvey 5008,
g A LLaca, -i“\f
:F iy MA -Cnl- sHaced l"7 ‘
.JL‘; IJ.J ‘(‘f’-iﬁ. 5-“.{‘ ¢ A )
L. -‘r\ LLL + wn’“/f'-!\ e 4
1 et “gﬁf an dey prigord SN
-51"""’” spte 4L 2 Ny ¢ foan,
i sedures spen . W Gruin e Dae [~2%-2:2¢
.&v* Jﬁa‘i" "? 'ﬁ.m!f‘\ M'\f;l’érluuv ]

e Bay L7




DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORO!
No. 2020-00803

ZOBAYAN, ARA

Toxicological testing did not detect the presence of alcohol or
drugs of abuse. Substances tested for include: benzodiazepines,
FOEasne; fentanyl, heroin, marijuana, opioids, phencyclidine and
amphetamines. Blood carboxyhemoglobin testing revealed less
than 10% saturation.

The blunt force traumatic injuries sustained are considered
rapidly fatal. The absence of an elevated carboxyhemoglobin
level in the blood, in addition to the absence of soot in the
airways, indicates that smcke inhalation did not occur.

The cause of death is blunt trauma sustained during a commercial
helicopter crash. The manner of death is accident.

W g §-28-2020

irice L. Hunt, M.D. Date
$sociate Deputy Medical Examiner

Gt Y25-2820

: t® il
;nathan'- cas : Date
\ief dica aminer-Coroner
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! Ot enlarged and is without nodularity. The
testes are not identified.

HEMOLYMPHATIC SYSTEM:

The spleen is 40 grams. The capsule is disrupted. The
Parenchyma is dark red and soft. The bone marrow of the rib is
unremarkable,

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:
The thyroid parenchyma and right adrenal gland are unremarkable.

The parathyroid glands are not individually dissected. The
thymus is not grossly identified.

HEAD AND CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM: :
There are fragmented porticns of occipital bone identified. The

facial bones and majority cf the calvarium are unidentifiable.
There is no identifiable brain tissue or dura.

SPINAL CORD:
Segments of cervical and thoracic spinal cord are removed.

There is a transecting defect near the cervical thoracic

junction.

EVIDENCE COLLECTION:
Multiple fragments of metal and plastic were present throughout

the tissues of the head, extremities and torso. These were
collected, placed in a labeled container and turned over to the

supervising forensic technician.

RETAINED TISSUE:

Representative sections from various organs are preserved in one
storage jar.

HISTOLOGIC KEY:
Al - Liver and left ventricle of heart.

TOXICOLOGY :
Samples of chest blood, bile, liver and gastric contents are

submitted to the laboratory. An EJTA tube containing chest
blood and skeletal muscle were collected for typing. Samples of

bile, blood (cavity), gastric contents, heart, kidney, liver,
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The coronary ostia are pPatent, located at or below the
sinotubular junction and are relatively centrally located within
their respective sinuses. The coronary arteries are poorly
preserved, but atherosclerosis is not appreciated. No pallor,
softening, or fibrosis is present within the myocardium.

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM:

Scant secretions are found in the upper respiratory and 19wer
bronchial passages. No soot is present within the bronchi. The
mucosa is intact and pale. The right lung is 375 grams and the
left lung is 350 grams. The pulmonary parenchyma is dark red-
purple and the cut surfaces exude a scant amount of blood and
serous fluid. The pulmonary vasculature is without

thromboembolism.

GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM:
No esophageal varices are present. The stomach contains

approximately 5 cc of tan-brown liquid. The mucosa is
unremarkable. The small intestine and colon are unremarkable,
The appendix is present and unremarkable. The pancreas occupies
a normal position. There is no necrosis, fibrosis or hemorrhage

within the parenchyma.

HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM:
The liver tissue is coarsely fragmented, weighs 850 grams, and

is red-brown. The parenchyma is soft and friable, The cut
surface is hemorrhagic. There is no evidence of nodular
cirrhosis. The gallbladder is present. The wall is thin and
pliable. It contains 3 moderate amount of bile and no calculi.

URINARY SYSTEM:

The right kidney is 175 grams, and the left kidney is 140 grams,
The kidneys are Ssituated within the abdomen. The capsule of the
right kidney strips easily revealing a surface that shows normal
smooth glistening cortex and a single simple cortical cyst
measuring 1 cm in greatest dimension. The left kidney is
partially disrupted. The corticomedullary demarcation of the
renal parenchyma is preserved. The pyramids are unremarkable.
The urinary bladder is lacerated and hag exposed unremarkable
mucosa. It contains no urine.
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:

lung'_mUSCle and spleen were submitted to the Federal Aviation
Administration.

PHOTOGRAPHY :

Photographs were taken prior to and during the course of the
autopsy.

CLOTHING:

The clothing was examined and consisted of a fragmented black
leather belt, a black jacket with a logo reading “AS350
trained”, a black Northface brand zip up jacket, dark colored
Kuhl brand pants, and Gilden brand black briefs and white
undershirt. Fragments of metal buckle and electronic circuitry
were scattered amongst the clothes. The clothes were tattered,
blood stained, wet and smelled of fuel.

RADIOLOGY:

A postmortem computed tomocraphy scan and 25 radiographs were
obtained. They show numercus fractures of all four extremities,
the spinal column, pelvis, clavicles, cranium and scapula.

WITNESSES:
No outside personnel were present to witness the autopsy.

DIAGRAMS USED:
Diagram form #20 and 22 were used during the performance of the
autopsy. Coroner diagrams are not intended to be facsimiles nor

are they drawn to scale.

SUMMARY & OPINION:

This 50 year old male was initially reported as a John Doe
following a commercial helicopter crash involving a total of
eight other passengers on 1/26/2020. He was identified as Ara
Zobayan by fingerprint comparison on 1/27/2020, He was
determined to be the pilot of the helicopter based on his
clothing, restraint harness, and proximity to the pilots chair
at the scene.

Autopsy revealed extensive blunt force traumatic injuries
including multiple fractures of the skull and spine in addition

to multiple internal organ lacerations.
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MICROSCOPIC REPORT DEPARTMENT OF

MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER

I'performed a microscopic examinationon = | NO. 2020-00803
’ 2/10/2020
1 4 at THE DEPARTMENT OF CORONER ZOBAYAN, ARA

Los Angeles, California

Microscopic description:

Heart: A section of left ventricle shows mild interstitial and perivascular fibrosis. There is a minute
focus of replacement fibrosis. There is mild myocardiocyte nuclear hypertrophy. Focal perivascular
extravasation of intact red blood cells is present, No necrosis or inflammation are present.

Liver: A section of liver shows a normal lobular architecture without fibrosis, fatty metamorphosis or
inflammation,

Slide Key:
Al — Liver and left ventricle of heart

Diagnosis:

1. Heart with mild interstitial fibrosis
2. Liver with no histopathologic changes

m ¢/.29.242¢

Brice L. Hunt, M.D.
Associate Deputy Medical Examiner

Date

Y-2€-2020

Date
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’_‘_’__‘:‘5 FORENSIC SCIENCE LABORATORIES

1104 North Mission Rond, Los Angeles, CA 90033
Laboratory Analysis Summary Report

Marijuana:1 1-nor-Delta-9-Carboxy-THC A oniide

Methamphetamine & MDMA J. Posada
Opiotes: Codcine & Morphine He iy
Opiates: Hydrocodone & Hydromorphone o Sk
Phencyeiiding : ND 1 Posada

<10 L Lee

D. Van Cleve

R Cabrera

D. Van Cleve
D Van Cleve
D. Van Cleve
D. Van Cleve
D. Van Cleve
D. Van Cleve

§ 838¢5¢8¢ ?,E
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Case Number: 2020-00803  Decedent: ZOBAYAN, ARA

-

-

hn Doe.  *Analysis performed in singlet due to limited specimen volume, result may not be
mt.  **Test not performed due to insufficient specimen volume.

T ——

ND Not Detected SNS Specimen Not Suntable
s ng’g  Nanograms per Gram TNP  Test Not Performed
- Gram Percent ng/ml  Nanograms per Milliliter ug Micrograms
~ Inconch Presumptive Positive ug'g Micrograms per Gram
Quantity Not Sufficient ugmlL  Micrograms per Milliliter

atcurdanse to Califsrnia Code of Regolations “Titke 17" compliance by 8 quaificd analys in the Forensic Torislogy Laboratery.

 preliminary analytical is contingent confirmatory tesi. A " presumplive pasitive™ (FP)
onfir ‘:.ﬂ-umh-mmm:n:hdﬂmnm i the specimen.
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POINT OF IMPACT. THE DECEDENT WAS OBSERVED LYING ON THE VEGETATION COVERED GROUND SOUTHEAST OF THE MAIN
WRECKAGE. A SEATBELT WAS NOTED TO BE SECURED AROUND HIS WAIST. HE 1S REPORTED TO BE THE PILOT OF THE HELICOPTER.
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08 County ol Los Angeles, Department
G Investigator’s Narrative
e Number: 2020-00803

of Coroner

Decedent: ZOBAYAN, ARA

Information Sources:

1. Aircraft Accident Investigation
ety g Report, National Transportation Safety Board, Washington D.C.

2. On scene investigation,
Investigation:

lgl‘;lt:a: er:grct)irrt}s i{lhdaltt:ztiél?al on 01/26/2020 at approximately 0945 hours multiple witnesses called

e Vgir = lcopter had'crashed into the foothills of the Santa Monica mountains

o genes Road in the City of Calabasas. Deputies from the Los Angeles County
eriff's Department and personnel from the Los Angeles County Fire Department responded to

the scene. Upon arrival to the scene nine decedents were located and pronounced dead at 1010
hours by Los Angeles County Fire Department personnél.

On 01/26/2020 at 1338 hours Officer Rodriguez from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Department-Homicide Bureau called to report this multi-decedent helicopter crash fatality to
Investigator Jeffrey Guilmette at the Los Angeles County Department of the Medical Examiner-
Coroner. | was assigned this Special Operations Response Team (SORT) field case at 1400
hours by Acting Supervisor Anthony Lopez. | arrived on scene at approximately 1620 hours and
cleared the scene at approximately 1930 hours. On 01/26/2020 the following SORT team
members responded to the scene for & coordinated search and decedent removal:

M. Lee #605743, L. Cervantes #639654, P. Ngayan #531611, B. Kim #602036, E.
Napoles #465129, M. Gutierrez #479704, R. Estrada #486093, R. Gonzalez #503064, J.

Fallot #644073.

On 01/27/2020 at approximately 0630 hours | returned to the scene and cleared the scene at
approximately 1600 hours. On 01/27/2020 the following SORT Team Members returned to the
scene for a continued coordinated search and decedent removal:

M. Lee #605743, L. Cervantes #639654, P. Ngayan #531611, B. Kim #602036, E.
Napoles #465129, M. Gutierrez #479704, R. Estrada #486093, R. Gonzalez #503064, J.
Fallot #644073. F. Fernandez #486349, M. Molina #421452.

Forensic Attendant P. Ngayan transported all decedents to the Forensic Science Center.
Also present at the scene were Chief B. Elias, Captain E. Tauscher and Dr. J. Lucas.

Location:
Place of Injury/Death: Mountainside, 4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91303

Informant/Witness Statements:

A review of a report issued by the National Transportation Safety Board revealed the following
information:

On 01/26/2020 at 0945 hours a Sikorsky S-76B helicopter, N72EX, collided with hilly terrain near
the city of Calabasas. The helicopter held 8 passengers and a pilot who were all killed on impact.
The Sikorsky was in an 8-passenger seat configuration with two pilot stations up front and eight
passengers in the rear, separated by a bulkhead with sliding acrylic windows. Passenger seating
was 2 four-occupant divans, one facing forward and the other rearward. A main impact crater
measuring 24 feet by 15 feet in diameter was observed with the main wreckage noted to be about
127 feet along a 347° true bearing from the impact crater. The helicopter was destroyed by
ggactforoes and fire with the entire fuselage/cabin and both engines subjected to a post-crash
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~ Scene Description:

The scene is mountainous, vegetation covered terrain located
?he City of Calabasas. Due to the size of the scene a stake
]US} north of what appears to be the main fuselage. The GPS coordinates of the stake were

Sfl 814" N and 118°41'33" W. What appeared to be an initial point of impact designated by a
disturbance to the soil and vegetation and various helicopter parts, personal property and human
remains were located appr

_ oximately 120 feet south of the designated central stake. The
helicopter wreckage, personal property and human remains were spread in a cone shape across
the area starting at the initial point of impact and spreading toward the north stopping at the north
side of a ravine. A designated hiking path was located surrounding the scene.

Evidence:

east of 4232 Las Virgenes Road in
was placed at a central point located

No evidence was collected for this case.

Body Examination:

covered ground southeast of the main wreckage. His body was bent at the waist with his bilateral
legs outstretched from his body and his up

per body leaning toward his left. He was wearing a
. sweater, black jacket, black pants, black beit, black underwear, black socks and
v;}ht:; i::cr:t‘sgraye has gray hair and an unknown eye color. Upon external examination | noted
signiﬁcant trauma to his head, bilateral arms and lower body.

Identification:

The decedent is an aduit Caucasian male | observed in a seated position on the vegetation

itively identified as Ara Zobayan (DOB:
020 at 1854 hours the decedent was positivel
g‘?fggf!‘lz g’%) via Federal Bureau of Investigation fingerprints.

Next of Kin Notification:

ecedent was notified of the decedent's death by other family
members. | provided telephonic notification of the decedent's death to*
the decedent.

Tissue Donation:
Not addressed.

Autopsy Notification:

No exam request was noted.
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