MICHELLE KNIGHT ON THE DR. PHIL SHOW:

A TRANSCRIPT OF THE INTERVIEW
NOVEMBER 6, 2013

(FIRST DRAFT)

“CHAINED, TORTURED, AND STARVED: THE FIRST CLEVELAND KIDNAPPING VICTIM REVEALS ALL”

PART 1 OF 7 (0:00-9:22)

transcribed by www.clevelandkidnappings.com

PM: DURING THE TIME THAT AMANDA WAS THERE, DID THAT DISTRACT
HIM FROM YOU? DID HE FOCUS ON YOU LESS? DID HE ABUSE YOU MORE?

MK: I THINK IT WAS A LITTLE BIT MORE 'CAUSE SHE WOULDN'T COMPLY
WITH HIM. HE'LL COME IN MY ROOM, AND HE'LL BE LIKE, “WELL SHE
WON'T DO IT, SO YOU HAVE TO DO IT”. AND IF I DIDN'T DO IT, HE WOULD
FORCE IT ON ME.

PM: AND YOU'RE ON ABOUT A THREE-FOOT CHAIN, SO IT'S HARD TO GET
AWAY.

MK: YEAH

PM: WHY DO YOU THINK HE WOULD ACCEPT “NO” FROM HER AND COME
FORCE YOU TO DO IT?

MK: I THINK IT'S BECAUSE HE LIKED HER MORE 'CAUSE HE HAS, I THINK,
AN OBSESSION WITH BLONDES. HE WOULD ALWAYS SAY THAT “I DON'T
WANT TO MAKE HER CRY, “I DON'T WANT TO MAKE HER UPSET”, OR “I
DON'T WANT TO HEAR HER WHINY MOUTH”. HE WOULD TRY TO MAKE
HER HAPPY, INSTEAD OF SAD.

PM: SO, DURING THE WINTER, YOU HAD A LITTLE BIT MORE PROVISION.
IT DOESN'T SOUND LIKE A LOT, BUT A LITTLE BIT MORE. YOU HAD AT
LEAST A COUPLE ARTICLES OF CLOTHING, BUT YOU WERE STILL CHAINED
UP IN THIS ROOM.
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MK: YES

PM: AND YOU COULD REACH THE TV NOW. DID YOU WATCH THE TV TO
SEE WHAT WAS HAPPENING?

MK: YEAH. ONE TIME WHILE I WAS LISTENING TO AMANDA'S MOTHER--

[BEGIN CLIP: AMANDA'S MOTHER ON MONTEL WILLIAMS]

LOUWANNA MILLER:
SHE USUALLY HAD SOMEBODY TO TAKE HER TO WORK.,
OR A FRIEND WOULD, YOU KNOW, MEET HER OUTSIDE OR SOMETHING.

[END CLIP]

MK: --AND I FELT SO BAD, I CRIED ALL THAT NIGHT 'CAUSE I WANTED TO
HELP HER, BUT THERE'S NO WAY I COULD HELP MY SELF.

PM: DID YOU EVER SEE OR HEAR ABOUT ANYONE ON THE NEWS LOOKING
FOR YOU?

MK: NO, HE'LL SEE AMANDA'S MOTHER ON TV, AND THE FIRST THING
HE'LL SAY TO ME IS “WHERE'S YOUR FAMILY?”, “WHY DON'T YOU HAVE
ANY?”, “THEY MUST NOT REALLY LOVE YOU”, AND IT WOULD HURT
'CAUSE I KNEW MY FAMILY DIDN'T CARE, AND I KNEW THEY WASN'T
THERE FOR ME 'CAUSE THEY NEVER WAS. AND TO SEE AMANDA HAVE
HER MOTHER, I JUST WANTED HER TO BE MY MOTHER. I WANTED HER TO
SAY THOSE THINGS TO ME. IT WAS JUST EXTREMELY PAINFUL TO HAVE
SOMEBODY COME IN YOUR ROOM DAY AFTER DAY, TELLING YOU “YOUR
FAMILY DON'T CARE ABOUT YOU. YOU NEVER HAD A FAMILY THAT LOVED
YOU, AND THAT'S THE REASON I HATE YOU-- BECAUSE I CAN ABUSE YOU,
AND NOBODY WOULD CARE. NO ONE.”

PM: YOU SEEM TO HAVE A LOT OF PEOPLE AROUND YOU THAT CARE NOW.
DOES THAT FEEL DIFFERENT?

MK: YEAH, 'CAUSE I NEVER HAD THAT.



PM: ABOUT A YEAR AFTER AMANDA BERRY CAME, AGAIN IN THE SPRING,
ON APRIL 2"*, 2004-- YOU'VE NOW BEEN IN CAPTIVITY AND CHAINED UP
FOR ALMOST TWO YEARS-- GINA DEJESUS IS TAKEN. WHEN DID YOU FIRST
HEAR ABOUT THAT?

MK: THE SAME DAY
PM: THE DAY SHE WAS TAKEN, HE BROUGHT HER THERE?

MK: HE HAD TOLD ME HE WAS BRINGING SOMEBODY IN THE HOUSE, AND
HE TOLD ME TO BE VERY QUIET. ALL I HEAR IS FIGHTING IN THE
BASEMENT. I CAN HEAR THINGS CRASH. AND I CAN HEAR SOMEBODY
SCREAMING “GET OFF OF ME, GET OFF ME, GET THE [EXPLETIVE] OFF ME”.
THAT'S ALL I COULD HEAR. ALL I CAN HEAR IS A GIRL SCREAMING FOR
HELP, AND NOBODY COMES. NOBODY HELPS HER.

PM: YOU FELT FOR HER BECAUSE YOU HAD BEEN IN THAT BASEMENT.
MK: YEAH

PM: YOU HAD HAD HIM ON TOP OF YOU. YOU HAD BEEN CHAINED TO
THAT POLE, AND YOU HAD WISHED SOMEONE HAD COME FOR YOU.

MK: AT FIRST I DIDN'T KNOW THAT I KNEW HER 'CAUSE SHE WAS SO
YOUNG. I KNEW HER SISTER. AND WHEN I SEEN HER ON TV, AND THE
DUDE WOULD COME IN MY ROOM, HE'LL TELL ME “I DIDN'T TAKE HER”,
AND I'LL LOOK UP AT HIM, I'LL BE LIKE “YOU'RE A GOD DAMN LIAR. I
KNOW YOU TOOK THAT GIRL.”

[BEGIN CLIP : GINA DEJESUS ON THE NEWS]

FEMALE REPORTER:
GINA DEJESUS HAS BEEN MISSING NOW FOR FOUR DAYS.

MALE REPORTER:
VOLUNTEERS STOP TRAFFIC TO PASS OUT FLIERS WITH HER PICTURE.
POLICE ARE WIDENING THEIR SEARCH

WOMAN:
IF ANYBODY HAS HER OUT THERE, PLEASE GIVE HER BACK.



WE LOVE HER SO MUCH.

[END CLIP]
MK: AT THE TIME, HE WAS TELLING ME THAT I NEEDED TO HELP HIM
PREPARE ANOTHER ROOM, AND I DIDN'T WANT TO PREPARE THAT ROOM.
PM: WHAT DID PREPARE MEAN?

MK: I HAD TO HELP HIM DRILL HOLES IN THE WALL TO PUT CHAINS
THROUGH TO HOOK US TOGETHER.

PM: HE WAS FORCING YOU TO PREPARE A NEW TORTURE CHAMBER FOR A
NEW VICTIM.

MK: YES. A COUPLE WEEKS LATER, HE WOULD SAY “MY DAUGHTER IS
COMING OVER, AND I WANT YOU TO MEET HER”.  KNEW THAT WASN'T HIS
DAUGHTER. AND WHEN I MET HER AT THE TIME WHEN HE WAS IN THE
KITCHEN AND WE WERE IN THE BATHROOM--

PM: HE ALLOWED THE TWO OF YOU TO BE TOGETHER IN THE BATHROOM?

MK: YEAH 'CAUSE SHE WAS DOING MY HAIR. SHE DID IT IN TWISTIES.
THEY WERE BEAUTIFUL.

PM: AND WHAT DID YOU SAY TO HER WHEN SHE WAS DOING YOUR HAIR?
MK: I TOLD HER I KNEW WHO SHE WAS. I WHISPERED INTO HER EAR. I
WAS LIKE “YOU'RE GINA DEJESUS”, AND SHE LOOKED AT ME. SHE WAS
LIKE “YOU KNOW WHO I AM?”

PM: AND WHAT ADVICE DID YOU GIVE HER?

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
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[BEGIN CLIP: GINA DEJESUS ON THE NEWS]

MALE REPORTER:
ON THIS GOOD FRIDAY, 200 PEOPLE PRAY IN THE STREET FOR A MIRACLE,
THAT MISSING TEEN GINA DEJESUS WILL COME HOME.

FEMALE REPORTER:
HER FAMILY IS TRYING NOT TO LOSE HOPE.

NANCY RUIZ (GINA'S MOTHER):

I CAN FEEL HER NEAR ME.
I KNOW SHE'S OUT THERE SOMEWHERE, AND CLOSE.

[END CLIP]

PM: WHAT ADVICE DID YOU GIVE GINA?

MK: I TOLD HER NOT TO TELL HIM THAT I KNOW WHO YOU ARE-- THAT
THERE WOULD BE CONSEQUENCES TO YOU TELLING HIM-- AND THEN I
TOLD HER WHEN I FINALLY GET A CHANCE TO TELL YOU AND TALK TO
YOU WITHOUT HIM AROUND, I'LL LET YOU KNOW MORE.

PM: HOW LONG DID YOU HAVE ALONE?

MK: MAYBE, LIKE, FIVE MINUTES

PM: SO THEN SHE HAD A ROOM, YOU HAD A ROOM, AND AMANDA HAD A
ROOM?

MK: YES
PM: WERE THE THREE OF YOU EVER TOGETHER?
MK: NOT THE THREE OF US

PM: WHAT WAS HIS DEMEANOR? HOW DID HE TREAT GINA WHEN YOU
SAW THEM TOGETHER FOR THE FIRST TIME?



MK: HE TREATED HER HALFWAY DECENT. HE LET HER HAVE WHATEVER
SHE WANTED 'CAUSE SHE WAS THE NEW GIRL.

PM: HOW DID HER BEING THERE AFFECT HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU?
MK: AT THE TIME, IT WAS OKAY. IT WASN'T, LIKE, EXTREMELY BAD
BECAUSE HE DIDN'T WANT TO SCARE HER, SO HE WANTED TO MAKE IT
LOOK BETTER THAN WHAT IT WAS.

PM: RIGHT

MK: SO HE WOULD HIDE THE ABUSE FROM HER, AND HE'LL MAKE SURE
THAT HE DIDN'T DO ANY ABUSIVE THINGS IN FRONT OF HER, AT FIRST.

PM: AND HOW LONG DID THAT LAST?

MK: THAT ONLY LASTED FOR AWHILE. THEN HE STARTED HITTING ME IN
MY HEAD IN FRONT OF HER. AND THEN SHE ASKED ME “WELL WHY DOES
HE DO THAT TO YOU?” I WAS LIKE “I DON'T KNOW WHY. I GUESS HE JUST
DON'T LIKE ME.”

PM: WHY DO YOU THINK THAT WAS?

MK: I WAS THE MOST HATED ONE BECAUSE HE COULDN'T BREAK ME. I
WAS CONSIDERED THE UNBREAKABLE.

PM: BECAUSE YOU CONTINUED TO RESIST HIM AND FIGHT BACK?

MK: YEAH

PM: DID THIS ENRAGE HIM? I MEAN--

MK: YEAH

PM: -HOW DID HE RESPOND WHEN YOU SAID “NO™?

MK: HE WOULD GET VERY UPSET. HE'LL SAY THAT “I'LL TAKE A BLACK--",
IT WAS LIKE A BICYCLE CHAIN, BUT IT WAS LIKE A RUBBER ONE. AND HE
SAID “I'LL CUT YOU FROM THE INSIDE OF YOUR UTERUS TO THE OTHER

SIDE”. AND HE'LL CONNECT IT, AND THEN I WOULDN'T BE ABLE TO DO
ANYTHING. AND HE WOULD HANG IT RIGHT IN FRONT OF THE DOOR



WHERE I WAS SLEEPING AT, AND HE'LL BE LIKE “REMEMBER THAT”.
PM: HE WOULD JUST POINT AT THAT AND SAY “YOU WANT THIS?”
MK: YEAH

PM: NOW, YOU SAID THERE WAS A POINT AT WHICH HE MOVED YOU AND
GINA IN TOGETHER?

MK: YES

PM: WERE YOU BOTH CHAINED?

MK: CHAINED BY OUR LEGS. WHEN I FIRST GOT IN THERE, I WAS CHAINED
BY MY NECK, AND THEN HE SWITCHED IT BECAUSE GINA ASKED HIM. SHE
WAS LIKE “IT'S NOT GONNA WORK IF WE'RE LEG TO--”, YOU KNOW, MY
NECK TO HER FEET BECAUSE HOW IS SHE SUPPOSED TO MOVE, AND HOW
AM I SUPPOSED TO GET UP? SO WE ASKED HIM TO PUT IT AROUND MY
ANKLE, AND HE WAS LIKE “NO, BECAUSE HER ANKLE'S TOO SMALL;
SHE'LL GET OUT”, SO HE DID IT SO TIGHT, I COULDN'T MOVE MY LEG. AND
IT WAS HARD TO, YOU KNOW, STAND OR USE MY LEG AT ALL, SO I HAD TO
USE ONE LEG JUST TO GET UP OR DOWN TO GO TO THE BATHROOM.

PM: IF YOU MADE NOISE WHAT HAPPENED?

MK: HE WOULD COME UPSTAIRS, AND HE'LL START YELLING, HITTING ME,
TELLING ME THAT I'M TRYING TO GET HIM IN TROUBLE. AND IF HE GETS
IN TROUBLE, HE'LL KILL ME.

PM: HE STARTED TO ABUSE YOU IN FRONT OF GINA. AT FIRST HE DIDN'T,
BUT THEN HE DID.

MK: YEAH

PM: DID HE RAPE YOU IN FRONT OF HER?

MK: YES

PM: HE BEAT YOU AND HIT YOU IN FRONT OF HER?

MK: YES



PM: DID HE DO HER THE SAME WAY?

MK: IT WAS MORE LIKELY NOT-- WELL, I COULD SAY PAIN IS PAIN-- BUT
HERS WERE MORE LIKE JUST SMACKS. MINE WAS MORE LIKE FISTS.
THERE WAS TIMES THAT HE WOULD HIT HER, AND I WOULD STOP HIM AND
TAKE THE HIT.

PM: HOW DID YOU DO THAT?

MK: I WOULD JUMP IN FRONT OF HER. ] WOULD START TAKING THE
ABUSE FOR HER.

PM: AND WHAT MADE YOU DO THAT?

MK: I KNOW HOW IT FEELS TO BE HURT, AND I DIDN'T WANT HER TO GO
THROUGH THAT. AND I WOULD TELL HIM “HIT ME. DON'T HIT HER. SHE
DIDN'T DO NOTHING TO YOU. I'M THE ONE YOU HATE. HIT ME. LEAVE HER
OUT OF IT” 'CAUSE HE WOULD USE THE EXCUSE THAT WE'RE IN THE
ROOM TOGEETHER, AND WHATEVER HE DOES TO ME HAS TO BE DONE TO
HER. AND I WOULDN'T LET IT HAPPEN.

PM: THAT WAS HIS LOGIC?

MK: YEAH

PM: HOW DID SHE RESPOND WHEN YOU WOULD JUMP IN AND SAY “HIT
ME INSTEAD OF HER”?

MK: SHE WOULD CRY, AND SHE'LL ASK ME WHY DID I DO THAT? AND I'LL
BE LIKE “BECAUSE I CARE™.

PM: SO YOU WERE THERE FOR HER? AND HER FOR YOU?
MK: YES

PM: AFTER THE THREE OF YOU WERE THERE, AND YOU WERE IN THE
ROOM WITH GINA, DID YOU GET PREGNANT AGAIN?

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
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[SET CHANGE: OUTSIDE, IN CASTRO'S FORMER BACKYARD]

PM: THERE WAS A TIME THAT THE POLICE CAME TO THE DOOR. SOMEONE
HAD CALLED AND SAID THEY HEARD BANGING FROM INSIDE THE HOUSE.

MK: THAT WAS ME 'CAUSE I WAS TRYING TO GET OUT.

PM: AND THE POLICE CAME AND KNOCKED ON THE DOOR.WAS HE THERE?
MK: HE WAS THERE.

PM: BUT HE DIDN'T ANSWE?

MK: [NO]

PM: SO THE COPS COME TO THE DOOR AND KNOCK, NOBODY ANSWERS,
THEY COPS LEAVE AND NEVER COME BACK.

[SET CHANGE: BACK TO THE STUDIO]
PM: AFTER THE THREE OF YOU WERE THERE, AND YOU WERE IN THE
ROOM WITH GINA, DID YOU GET PREGNANT AGAIN?
MK: YES I DID. I STARTED TO THROW UP, AND I COULDN'T KEEP
ANYTHING DOWN. I WOULD TRY TO SAVE AND STEAL FOOD JUST TO EAT,
JUST SO I WOULDN'T HURT. AND I THINK THAT'S WHAT MADE THE BABY
STAY LONGER.
PM: HOW DID YOU STEAL FOOD?
MK: I WOULD PLACE IT ANYWHERE THAT HE COULDN'T SEE IT.

PM: JUST HIDE IT ON YOUR BODY SOMEWHERE?
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MK: YEAH, AND I WOULD PRAY THAT HE WOULD NOT TRY TO TOUCH ME
AT THAT TIME BECAUSE I DIDN'T WANT HIM TO KNOW THAT I TOOK THE
FOOQOD.

PM: WERE YOU STARVED TO THE POINT THAT IT WAS BECOMING
PAINFUL?

MK: IT WAS UNBEARABLE. AND THEN [ GOT CAUGHT. AND HE STARTED TO
KEEP ME UPSTAIRS TO WHERE I COULDN'T STEAL FOOD OR I COULDN'T
TRY TO EAT. AND SOMETIMES HE'LL TELL GINA NOT TO FEED ME, AND
SHE'LL DO IT ANYWAY 'CAUSE SHE DIDN'T WANT ME TO HURT.

PM: HE KNEW YOU WERE PREGNANT THE SECOND TIME?

MK: YEAH

PM: OKAY. WHAT DID HE DO THIS TIME WHEN HE FOUND OUT?

MK: HE KEPT ON REPEATEDLY PUNCHING ME IN THE STOMACH.

PM: TAKE ME THROUGH THAT MOMENT THAT YOU LOST THE BABY THE
SECOND TIME.

MK: I WAS WITH GINA, BUT I DIDN'T LET HER KNOW THAT I WAS
MISCARRYING A BABY.

PM: WHY?

MK: BECAUSE I DIDN'T WANT HER TO HURT. I DIDN'T WANT HER TO FEEL
THAT PAIN OF WATCHING ME. I JUST WANTED HER TO THINK I WAS SICK.

PM: THIS IS NOW IN YOUR THIRD YEAR. HOW MANY TIMES DID YOU
MISCARRY WHILE YOU WERE IN CAPTIVITY?

MK: FIVE TIMES

PM: AND DID HE BRUTALIZE YOU EVER TIME HE FOUND OUT?

MK: EVERY TIME GOT WORSE THAN THE OTHER. BY THE THIRD TIME
THAT I GOT PREGNANT, IT WAS KICKING, JUMPING ON MY STOMACH, LIKE

IF I WAS A BED. HE WOULD LITERALLY HAVE ME LAY STRAIGHT, AND
HE'LL JUMP RIGHT ON MY STOMACH WITH HIS FEET AND HIS HEAVY



BODY.

PM: YOU SAID THERE WERE TIMES IN THE NIGHT WHEN YOU WOULD BE
BLEEDING AND MISCARRYING THAT GINA WOULD SIT WITH YOU.

MK: YES
PM: AND TAKE CARE OF YOU.

MK: SHE'LL RUB MY STOMACH TO EASE THE PAIN, EVEN THOUGH THERE'S
NO WAY TO EASE THE PAIN. IT JUST KEPT ON COMING LIKE A KNIFE,
THOUSANDS OF THEM HITTING ME ALL OVER.

PM: DID YOU THINK YOU WERE GOING TO DIE?

MK: YEAH. THERE'S A TIME IN THE HOUSE WHERE I WAS GOING TO DIE.
I'M ALLERGIC TO MUSTARD, AND HE MADE ME EAT TWO SANDWICHES
WITH MUSTARD ON IT. AND MY THROAT AND MY BODY SWELLED UP. I
COULDN'T BREATHE. I COULDN'T TALK. THERE'S QUITE A FEW TIMES THAT
I PASSED OUT DURING THAT TIME. THE ONLY THING I COULD THINK OF AT
THAT POINT IN TIME WAS THAT I WAS DYING, AND THERE'S NOBODY TO
HELP ME. AND JUST AT THAT POINT IN TIME, I SEE A LIGHT. I'M ALREADY
ALMOST GONE. GINA PICKS ME UP INTO HER ARMS AND TELLS ME TO
COME BACK. “YOU CAN'T GO LIKE THIS. YOUR SON LOVES YOU. YOUR
SON NEEDS YOU.“ AND SHE TELLS ME SHE LOVES ME TOO. AND I TRY TO
COME BACK.

PM: DID YOU WANT TO DIE AT THAT POINT?
MK: YEAH. I BEGGED HER TO LET ME DIE. AND SHE WOULDN'T DO IT.
PM: WHAT DID YOU SAY TO HER?

MK: I TOLD HER TO JUST TURN AROUND AND LET ME DIE, THAT I
COULDN'T DO IT ANYMORE.

PM: SOUNDS LIKE YOU AND GINA KEPT EACH OTHER ALIVE--
MK: YES

PM: --PROTECTED EACH OTHER



MK: YEAH

PM: AND YOU WERE ABLE TO TELL HER SOME THINGS SHE NEEDED TO
KNOW TO SURVIVE.

MK: YEAH. I TOLD HER THAT EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED TO ME IS
GONNA TO HAPPEN TO YOU REGARDLESS IF YOU LIKE IT OR NOT. AND I
TRIED TO HELP HER ALONG. AND I WOULD HOLD HER HAND, SO SHE
COULD SQUEEZE WHEN SHE WAS IN PAIN, TO LET HER KNOW THAT I WAS
THERE FOR HER.

PM: SO YOU WERE ABLE TO REACH OUT AND HOLD HER HAND?
MK: YEAH

PM: IT SOUNDS LIKE WHATEVER RAGE, ANGER, BITTERNESS, HATRED-- HE
TENDED TO FOCUS THAT MORE ON YOU THAN ON ANYONE ELSE.

MK: YES

PM: DID THE OTHER GIRLS KNOW IT?

MK: GINA DID. AMANDA LEARNED THAT LATER ON. SHE WAS ONE OF
THOSE GIRLS THAT REALLY DIDN'T GET IT. SHE WOULD SEE IT, BUT SHE
WOULDN'T BELIEVE IT. SHE WANTED TO THINK THAT IT WASN'T
HAPPENING. THAT'S WHAT TYPE OF GIRL SHE WAS IN THE HOUSE. IT WAS
LIKE HE TREATED HER TOTALLY DIFFERENT, SO SHE LOOKED AT THE
SITUATION IN A DIFFERENT WAY.

PM: SO, BY THE END OF THE YEAR-AND-A-HALF THE THREE OF YOU WERE
IN THERE, AND YOU CLEARLY BONDED WITH GINA, AND YOU LOVE HER
TO THIS DAY, RIGHT?

MK: YES

PM: HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT AMANDA?

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
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PM: HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT AMANDA?
MK: WE'RE OKAY-- NOT BEST OF FRIENDS-- BUT OKAY.

PM: YOU SAID THAT YOU BELIEVED HE HATED YOU AND THAT THAT'S
WHY YOU GOT TREATED THE WORST.

MK: YES

PM: HOW DID SHE FEEL ABOUT YOU?

MK: I HAVE NO CLUE.

PM: ONE OF THE THINGS THAT I THOUGHT SEEMED PARTICULARLY CRUEL
THAT I HEARD YOU TALKING ABOUT IS THAT CASTRO-- “THAT DUDE” AS
YOU CALL HIM-- PLAYED MIND GAMES WITH YOU. WOULD HE TRY TO
GIVE YOU WHAT SEEMED LIKE AN OPPORTUNITY TO ESCAPE TO SEE IF
YOU WOULD TRY?

MK: YES

PM: HOW DID--? TELL ME HOW THAT HAPPENED.

MK: HE WOULD LEAVE ME IN ONE ROOM, AND HE'LL HAVE THE DOOR
SLIGHTLY OPEN.

PM: SO HE WOULD TRY TO SEE IF YOU WERE TRYING TO GET OUT?

MK: YEAH, OR HE'LL LEAVE THE BACK DOOR OPEN. AND HE'LL LEAVE THE
OTHER ROOM, AND I'LL BE IN THE KITCHEN. AND HE HAS LIKE A-- WHAT
THEY CALL A-- DISCO BALL WHERE YOU CAN SEE EXACTLY WHAT'S IN
THE OTHER ROOM.

PM: IT WAS LIKE A MIRROR?

MK: YEAH

PM: WHERE HE COULD SEE IN THE OTHER ROOM?
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MK: MMHMM

PM: WOW

MK: AND HE WOULD HAVE MIRRORS ALL OVER THE PLACE. EVEN
INCLUDING OUTSIDE, HE'LL HAVE MIRRORS HANGING ON HIS FENCE.

HE MADE LITTLE PEEPHOLES IN THE DOOR WHERE HE CAN SEE EXACTLY
INSIDE THE ROOMS, SO HE CAN SEE DIRECTLY IN YOUR ROOM TO SEE
WHAT YOU'RE DOING.

PM: SO HE WOULD WATCH YOU WHEN YOU WOULDN'T KNOW WHETHER
HE WAS WATCHING YOU OR NOT.

MK: YES

PM: SO HE MIGHT BE THERE. HE MIGHT NOT BE.

MK: MMHMM

PM: YOU DID GET TO GO IN THE BACKYARD A LITTLE BIT, RIGHT?
MK: YES

PM: DID YOU HAVE TO WEAR A DISGUISE?

MK: YES

PM: SO YOU HAD TO PUT ON A WIG AND GLASSES?

MK: YEAH

PM: AND HIS FEAR WAS SOMEBODY WOULD RECOGNIZE YOU.
MK: YEAH, 'CAUSE I WAS SO CLOSE TO WHERE I USED TO LIVE.

PM: SO, ON ONE HAND HE SAYS NOBODY IS LOOKING FOR YOU, BUT ON
THE OTHER HAND HE'S AFRAID SOMEBODY WILL RECOGNIZE YOU?

MK: YEAH

PM: SO, HE PUT A WIG-- WHAT KIND OF WIG WAS IT?



MK: IT WAS A UGLY BROWN WIG THAT CAME TO HERE [GESTURES]. AND
THEN THERE'S ANOTHER ONE WHERE IT HAS A BRAID GOING LIKE THIS
[GESTURES], AND IT'S LONGER AND CURLY.

PM: AND WHEN YOU WERE IN THE BACKYARD, DID HE KEEP YOU
CHAINED UP?

MK: NO, HE MADE SURE THAT HE CAN SEE ME, AND HE MADE SURE THAT
ANY TIME WE WERE OUTSIDE HE HAD HIS GUN RIGHT NEXT TO HIM--

PM: UH-HUH

MK: --HE MADE SURE THAT THERE WAS NO WAY POSSIBLE THAT WE CAN
GET AWAY FROM HIM. 'CAUSE IF WE WERE TO TRY, HE SAID THAT HE
WOULD SHOOT US.

PM: ONE ARTICLE SAID THAT SOMEONE REPORTED TO THE POLICE THAT
THERE WERE THREE NAKED WOMEN IN THE BACKYARD THAT WERE ON
DOG LEASHES OR CHAINED UP. DID THAT EVER HAPPEN?

MK: THAT'S A FALSE STATEMENT.

PM: I'M GLAD TO HEAR THAT IT DIDN'T HAPPEN.

[SET CHANGE: A DIFFERENT AREA OF CASTRO'S BACKYARD]
MK: I REMEMBER THIS AREA VERY SPECIFICALLY 'CAUSE HE HAD ME
DIGGING OVER HERE IN THE OTHER YARD.

PM: HE HAD YOU DIGGING BACK THERE?
MK: YEAH

PM: FOR WHAT?

MK: I DON'T KNOW FOR SURE.

PM: SO RIGHT BEFORE THE END, HE TAKES YOU OVER HERE.



MK: MMHMM

PM: AND HAS YOU DIG A HOLE WITH WHAT?
MK: A SHOVEL

PM: SO, HOW BIG WAS THE HOLE?

MK: REALLY BIG

PM: WAS IT BIG ENOUGH TO BE A GRAVE?

MK: YES, FOR ONE PERSON.

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
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[SETTING: IN THE STUDIO]

PM: AMANDA GETS PREGNANT--
MK: 2006 IS WHEN SHE HAD THE BABY.

PM: --AND IT COMES TIME THAT SHE GOES INTO LABOR. TELL ME ABOUT
THAT NIGHT.

MK: IT WAS THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT. I WAS, LIKE, OUT OF IT. HE COMES
IN THE ROOM, AND HE TELLS ME THAT SHE'S BEEN IN LABOR ALL DAY,
AND HE TOLD ME I HAD TO BRING A SWIMMING POOL UPSTAIRS FOR HER
TO SIT IN SO THE FLOOR WOULDN'T GET MESSED UP-- OR THE BED-- FROM
THE BLOOD.

PM: SO YOU GET HER IN THIS TUB-- THIS BABY POOL--
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MK: YEAH
PM: --ON THE BED, AND WHAT HAPPENS?

MK: WELL, SHE DECIDES TO PUSH AT THE WRONG TIME WHICH CAUSES
THE BABY TO GET STUCK. SO, I'M SITTING THERE TELLING HER “YOU
CAN'T PUSH, OR THE BABY'S GONNA GET STUCK, AND SHE WON'T BE ABLE
TO BREATHE.”

AND SHE SITS THERE AND SAYS “BUT I CAN'T HELP IT! I'M PUSHING NOW!”

AND I TOLD HER “I SEE THE BABY'S HEAD. AND THE BABY IS BLUE, AND
WE NEED TO GET THIS BABY OUT RIGHT NOW”.

SO I'M SITTING THERE, I'M GRABBING HER ARMS, AND I'M TELLING HER
“WHEN [ SAY 1-2-3, I WANT YOU TO PUSH AS HARD AS POSSIBLE AND GRAB
ONTO MY HANDS.”

AND THE BABY FINALLY COMES OUT. AND I TELL HER “YOU BETTER JUST
PRAY TO GOD THAT I CAN GET HER TO BREATHE”.

SO I LAID THE BABY FLAT ON HER BACK, AND LIFTED HER HEAD UP, AND I
STARTED DOING COMPRESSIONS WITH TWO FINGERS, AND I STARTED TO
BREATHE INTO HER MOUTH. FIVE MINUTES LATER, SHE STARTED
SCREAMING.

PM: YOU SAVED THE BABY'S LIFE?
MK: YES

PM: WAS HE THREATENING YOU DURING THIS TIME? WHAT WAS HE
SAYING TO YOU?

MK: HE TOLD ME IF THE BABY DIDN'T COME OUT ALIVE THAT HE WOULD
BLAME ME. AND, AT THAT MOMENT, WHEN THE BABY DIDN'T COME OUT
BREATHING, I KNEW IF I DIDN'T GET HER TO BREATHE THAT HE WOULD
KILL ME RIGHT THEN AND THERE.

PM: THIS WAS AN AMAZING NIGHT, AND YOU ARE AN AMAZING WOMAN.
AND YOU LOVE THAT LITTLE GIRL.

MK: YES, I DO.



PM: YOU WERE PREGNANT FIVE TIMES.

MK: YES

PM: HE BRUTALIZED YOU, ATTACKED YOU, AND CAUSED YOU TO
MISCARRY FIVE TIMES, BUT YET AMANDA GOT PREGNANT AND HAD THE
BABY.

MK: YES

PM: WHY WAS IT OKAY FOR HER TO GET PREGNANT AND DELIVER A
BABY, BUT IT WAS NOT OKAY FOR YOU TO GET PREGNANT AND DELIVER A
BABY?

MK: I DIDN'T UNDERSTAND WHY. I JUST THOUGHT MAYBE IT'S BECAUSE
HE DIDN'T WANT A GIRL LIKE ME TO HAVE A KID.

PM: WHAT WAS A GIRL LIKE YOU IN HIS MIND?

MK: I WAS A GIRL THAT COULDN'T BE BROKEN, A GIRL THAT COULDN'T
BE UNDERESTIMATED. WHEN HE FIGURED OUT HE COULDN'T CONTROL
ME VERY MUCH, HE DIDN'T WANNA GIVE ME A KID.

PM: SO, YOU SAID AT ONE POINT-- THIS WAS EARLIER BEFORE THE CHILD
WAS BORN-- YOU SAID AT ONE POINT HIS FAMILY WAS COMING OVER,

MK: YEAH

PM: AND THEY CAME ONE DAY SAYING THAT THEY HAD HEARD THERE
WERE THREE WOMEN IN THE HOUSE.

MK: MMHMM

PM: THEY WANTED TO SEARCH?

MK: YEAH

PM: DID THEY THINK THEIR DAD WAS A PERVERT OR SOMETHING? WERE

THESE FAMILY MEMBERS? BROTHERS? KIDS? WHO WAS IT THAT CAME
AND WANTED TO LOOK?



MK: THE DAUGHTERS AND THEIR BOYFRIENDS CAME OVER WITH THEIR
TWO LITTLE ONES.

PM: SO SIX PEOPLE CAME IN THE HOUSE?
MK: MMHMM
PM: TWO DAUGHTERS, TWO BOYFRIENDS, AND TWO CHILDREN?

MK: AND THE ONLY REASON WHY I DIDN'T SCREAM OUT OR ANYTHING
WAS 'CAUSE I DIDN'T WANT THEM TO GET HURT.

PM: AND WHERE WERE YOU WHEN THEY CAME IN THE HOUSE?

MK: IN THE BASEMENT

PM: AND DID THEY LOOK THROUGH THE HOUSE?

MK: YEAH, THEY LOOKED THROUGH THE HOUSE. AND THEN ONE OF THE
YOUNGER BOYS CAME TO THE BASEMENT DOOR SAYING “THEY'RE DOWN
HERE, THEY'RE DOWN HERE.  HEAR MUSIC”, AND THAT'S WHEN THE
DUDE SAID “WELL, THE BASEMENT'S UNDER RENNOVATION. WE CAN'T GO
DOWN THERE RIGHT NOW.”

PM: WELL, IF THEY'RE SEARCHING THE HOUSE, DID HE JUST TALK THEM
OUT OF GOING DOWN THERE?

MK: MMHMM

PM: AND THE THREE OF YOU WERE DOWN THERE.
MK: YEAH

PM: DID THEY COME BACK THE NEXT DAY?

MK: YES, AND THAT'S WHEN EMILY SPENT THE NIGHT, AND WE WERE
MOVED IN THE VAN, IN THE GARAGE.

PM: OKAY. SO, THE THREE OF YOU WERE IN THE VAN. WERE YOU
CHAINED UP?

MK: YES



PM: YOU NEVER GOT OUT?

MK: [NO]

PM: DID HE COME GET IN THE VAN?

MK: YEAH

PM: WHAT FOR?

MK: SOMETHING DISGUSTING

PM: NOW, DID HE EVER PAY YOU FOR SEX?

MK: YES. HE'LL THROW MONEY ON THE FLOOR. HE'LL SAY THAT “I'M
PAYING YOU FOR YOUR TIME BEING HERE.” HE'LL MAKE IT A JOB. AND

WHATEVER HE WANTED, HE GOT.

PM: I WANT TO TAKE A BIG LEAP FORWARD. I WANT TO TALK ABOUT THE
DAY YOU ESCAPED.

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
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PM: I WANT TO TALK ABOUT THE DAY YOU ESCAPED. THIS HAPPENED AT
WHAT TIME OF THE DAY?

MK: ABOUT AROUND EVENING TIME

PM: OKAY. HE'S GONE, RIGHT? HOW LONG HAD HE BEEN GONE FROM THE
HOUSE?

MK: APPROXIMATELY ALL DAY

PM: AND NOBODY WAS CHAINED UP, BUT EVERYBODY WAS LOCKED IN?
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MK: I THOUGHT WE WERE LOCKED IN. I DIDN'T KNOW THAT WE WASN'T.
PM: DID YOU SEE HIM BEFORE HE LEFT?

MK: JUST FOR A BRIEF SECOND, AND HE SAID HE WAS GOING TO HIS
MOTHER'S HOUSE AND THEN GOING TO PICK UP SOMETHING FOR US TO
EAT. THEN NEXT THING I KNOW, I HEAR POUNDING. SO I'M TELLING GINA,
I WAS LIKE, “TURN DOWN THE RADIO. SOMETHING'S GOING ON
DOWNSTAIRS.” WE TURN DOWN THE RADIO. WE DON'T HEAR NOTHING
FOR A FEW SECONDS, AND THEN WE START HEARING ROUGH POUNDING.
I WAS LIKE “WELL, SOMETHING'S GOING ON.” SO WE'RE HIDING 'CAUSE
WE'RE SCARED. WE'RE TERRIFIED. WE DIDN'T KNOW THAT THE COPS
WERE DOWN THERE. WE THOUGHT SOMEBODY WAS BREAKING IN
BECAUSE IT'S A BAD NEIGHBORHOOD. SO WE'RE SITTING THERE, HIDING
BEHIND THE DRESSER. I GO TO TRY THE DOOR-- THIS IS WHEN I FIGURED
OUT THE DOOR WAS UNLOCKED. SO, I OPEN IT, AND THE COPS ARE
SAYING “POLICE! POLICE! ANYBODY UP HERE?” AND I'M STILL SCARED
BECAUSE ANYBODY CAN SAY “POLICE”. AND THEN I SEEN A BADGE, AND I
JUST RAN. I JUMPED ON HER, AND I NEVER LET GO.

PM: AND IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU JUMPED ON 'EM LIKE A SPIDER MONKEY.
MK: [LAUGHS]

PM: AFTER 11 YEARS-- DAYS AND NIGHTS, AND FREEZING, AND TORTURE,
AND RAPE-- A POLICE OFFICER IS STANDING IN THE HALLWAY.

MK: YEAH, AND THE ONLY THING I CAN DO IS JUST RUN AND NEVER-- [
NEVER LET 'EM GO. IT WAS KIND OF HARD FOR THEM TO GET ME OFF OF
HER BECAUSE I WOULDN'T LET GO. I WAS LIKE “DON'T LET ME GO!
[LAUGHS]

[BEGIN CLIP]

OFFICER ESPADA:

WE FOUND THEM. WE FOUND THEM. SEND US EMS HERE.
WE'VE GOT A FEMALE, CONSCIOUS AND BREATHING,
AND SHE'S GOT A YOUNG CHILD WITH HER.

MAKE IT TWO.



WE ALSO HAVE A MICHELLE KNIGHT IN THE HOUSE.
I DON'T KNOW IF YOU WANT TO LOOK THAT UP IN THE SYSYEM.
32 YEARS-OLD.

[END CLIP]

PM: DID IT HIT YOU WHAT WAS HAPPENING?

MK: IT WAS LIKE A ROLLERCOASTER OF MIXED EMOTIONS, AND I'M LIKE
“OH MY GOODNESS!”

PM: WHERE WAS GINA?

MK: GINA AND ME WERE IN THE SAME ROOM. WE RAN OUT AT THE SAME
TIME. AND THE FIRST THING I SAID AFTER GRABBING THE LADY IS “WE'RE
GOING HOME!” THAT'S THE ONLY THING I COULD REMEMBER-- WAS THAT
WE WERE GOING HOME.

PM: DID YOU KNOW AT THAT MOMENT THAT YOU WERE FREE?

MK: YEAH

PM: AND YOU REALIZED THIS IS FOR REAL?

MK: YEAH

PM: WHAT WAS THE FIRST THING YOU WANTED TO DQO?

MK: I WANTED TO KISS THE GROUND THAT I WAS WALKING ON AND
THANK GOD FOR LETTING ME GET OUT OF THAT HELLHOLE.

PM: SO NOW THEY HAVE THE TWO OF YOU. WHERE'S AMANDA?
MK: AMANDA'S ALREADY OUT.
PM: HOW DID SHE GET OUT?

MK: DON'T KNOW



[BEGIN CLIP]

DR. PHIL
WE NOW KNOW SHE GETS OUT AND RUNS ACROSS THE STREET.
I WANT TO GET THE REAL STORY HERE.
TELL ME WHAT YOU HEARD THAT CAUSED YOU TO PAY ATTENTION
TO WHAT WAS GOING ON ACROSS THE STREET.

ANA TEJEDA, TRANSLATING FOR AURORA MARTI:

WE WERE SITTING HERE ON THE STEP WHEN THEY HEARD A POUNDING
ON THE DOOR. SHE COULD SEE AN ARM AND SOMEBODY WAVING,
YELLING “HELP ME, HELP ME. CALL THE POLICE! I'M AMANDA BERRY!”
ANGELO [ANGEL CORDERO] PULLED THE ROTTEN PIECE OF PLASTIC
OFF THE DOOR, AND AMANDA ESCAPED WITH THE LITTLE GIRL

DR. PHIL

SO, ANA,YOU BROUGHT AMANDA ACROSS THE STREET HERE,
AND SHE USED YOUR PHONE? THIS IS THE PHONE SHE CALLED FROM?

[END CLIP]

PM: HAVE YOU EVER HEARD THE 911 CALL WHEN SHE CALLED 911?

MK: YES

PM: CAN WE LISTEN TO IT NOW?

MK: [NODS]

PM: OKAY

[BEGIN CLIP: AMANDA BERRY'S 911 CALL)]

DISPATCHER:
CLEVELAND 911. DO YOU—



AB:
HELLO, PLEASE HELP ME! I'M AMANDA BERRY!

DISPATCHER:
DO YOU NEED POLICE, FIRE, OR AMBULANCE?

AB:
I NEED POLICE!

DISPATCHER:
OKAY, AND WHAT'S GOING ON THERE?

AB:
I'VE BEEN KIDNAPPED, AND I'VE BEEN MISSING FOR 10 YEARS.
AND I'M—I'M HERE, I'M FREE NOW.

[CLIP SKIPS TO A DIFFERENT PART OF THE 911 CALL)]

AB:
OKAY, ARE THEY ON THEIR WAY RIGHT NOW? I NEED THEM NOW!

DISPATCHER:
WE GONNA SEND THEM AS SOON AS WE GET A CAR OPEN.

AB:
NO, I NEED THEM NOW! BEFORE HE GETS BACK!

DISPATCHER:
ALL RIGHT, WE'RE SENDING 'EM, OKAY?

AB:
OKAY, I MEAN—

DISPATCHER:
WHO'S—WHO'S THE GUY YOU'RE TRYING—
WHO'S THE GUY WHO WENT OUT?

AB:
UM, HIS NAME IS ARIEL CASTRO.



[END CLIP]

PM: WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THAT?

MK: SAD

PM: SAD IN WHAT WAY?

MK: 'CAUSE SHE DIDN'T MENTION US.

PM: DO YOU KNOW WHY SHE DID IT THAT DAY?
MK: MAYBE SHE WAS ANGRY?

PM: WHAT WOULD SHE HAVE BEEN ANGRY ABOUT?

MK: EVERYTHING. LIFE. THINGS THAT WENT ON IN THE HOUSE. SHE JUST
TOOK A DIFFERENT ROAD THAN EVERYBODY ELSE.

PM: IF HE HAD COME HOME AND SHE WAS GONE AND YOU WERE THERE,
WHAT WOULD HE HAVE DONE?

MK: HE WOULD HAVE KILLED US. HE SAID IF ANYBODY EVER TRIED TO
ESCAPE THAT HE WOULD KILL THEM AND THE PERSON THAT HELPED
THEM.

PM: WHAT WAS YOUR REACTION WHEN YOU FOUND OUT THAT CASTRO
WAS FOUND DEAD IN HIS CELL?

[COMMERCIAL BREAK]
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PM: YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITH YOUR EYES NOW.
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MK: YES

PM: TELL ME ABOUT THAT.

MK: I CAN'T REALLY SEE, EVEN WITH GLASSES. IT'S VERY HARD TO SEE.
PM: WHAT IS IT, YOU THINK, MADE YOUR EYES DETERIORATE SO MUCH?
MK: THE DARKNESS. IT WAS JUST WAY TOO DARK

PM: 'CAUSE YOU SAID IN THE FIRST SEVERAL WEEKS, YOU WERE IN THE
DARK ALMOST COMPLETELY, RIGHT?--

MK: MMHMM

PM: --IN THE BASEMENT. YOU HAVE NERVE DAMAGE IN YOUR HAND--
MK: YES

PM: DO YOU HAVE A TREMOR? HOLD IT OUT FOR ME.

MK: [HOLDS OUT TREMULOUS HAND]

PM: DOES IT DO THAT ALL THE TIME?

MK: MMHMM

PM: DO YOU KNOW WHAT IT'S FROM?

MK: PROBABLY FROM WHERE HE SLAMMED ME ON MY HEAD.

PM: YOU FOUND OUT WHEN CASTRO WAS FOUND DEAD IN HIS CELL--

[BEGIN CLIP: ARIEL CASTRO'S SUICIDE]

FEMALE REPORTER:
ARIEL CASTRO WAS IN HIS CELL ALONE LAST NIGHT
WHEN AUTHORITIES SAY HE TOOK HIS OWN LIFE,
THE FRANKLIN COUNTY CORONER RULES IT A SUICIDE.

[END CLIP]



PM: --WHAT WAS YOUR REACTION WHEN YOU FOIND OUT THAT HE WAS
GONE?

MK: HE TOOK A COWARD'S WAY OUT.

PM: SO, YOU WOULD HAVE PREFERRED THAT HE BE ALIVE TO BE
IMPRISONED LIKE YOU WERE--

MK: MMHMM
PM: --RATHER THAN TO ESCAPE IN DEATH?

MK: BUT I UNDERSTAND THE REASON WHY HE DID IT. HE FINALLY
FIGURED OUT THE PAIN THAT HE PUT US THROUGH WAS A PAIN THAT HE
DIDN'T WANNA GO THROUGH.

PM: YOU WERE STRONGER THAN HIM THEN; YOU'RE STRONGER THAN
HIM NOW. YOU MADE IT, AND HE DIDN'T.

MK: MMHMM

PM: I STARTED THIS BY THINKING THAT I WAS SITTING DOWN WITH A
BRAVE AND COURAGEOUS YOUNG WOMAN. AND AFTER SPENDING THESE
FEW DAY S WITH YOU HERE, I NOW KNOW THAT BRAVE AND COURAGEOUS
ARE NOT BIG ENOUGH WORDS TO DESCRIBE YOU. IT'S BEEN MY HONOR,
IT HAS BEEN MY PLEASURE, TO GET TO MEET YOU-- AND SIT HERE AND
TALK TO YOU. AND I'M JUST REALLY GLAD I GOT TO KNOW YOU.

[DR. PHIL HUGS MICHELLE]

[BEGIN CLIP]

DR. PHIL
MICHELLE'S ACCOUNT OF THE HORRIFIC EXPERIENCES SHE SHARED
WITH THE OTHER WOMEN ARE TOLD SOELY FROM HER POINT OF VIEW.
SHE WILL LEAVE IT TO AMANDA AND GINA TO TALK ABOUT THEIR TIME
IN CAPTIVITY FROM THEIR PERSPECTIVE, IF THEY EVER CHOSE TO.



IT HAS BEEN MY HONOR TO MEET MICHELLE KNIGHT. AND WE PLAN
TO STAND BY HER SIDE AND CONTINUE TO HELP HER, GOING FORWARD.

IF YOU'VE BEEN TOUCHED BY HER STORY
AND WANT TO DONATE TO MICHELLE KNIGHT,
GO TO DRPHIL.COM

THE DOCTOR PHIL FOUNDATION IS SETTING UP A FUND FOR MICHELLE,
AND WE ARE STARTING HER OFF WITH A SUBSTANTIAL DONATION.
EVERY SINGLE PENNY WILL GO STRAIGHT TO HER.

I KNOW THAT YOU, LIKE ME,WISH HER THE BEST IN HER LIFE,

AND WE'RE GONNA BE KEEPING YOU UPDATED ON WHAT HAPPENS
WITH MICHELLE KNIGHT. THANKS FOR BEING HERE. SO LONG.

[END CLIP]



