






























   
   

    
  

 

   
    
     

    

   
   

   

                
            

        

   

                
              

                
              

                 
                

                
 

  
                  

                  

 
                  

                
                 
                  

                     
                

              
                    

                 
               
 



   
   

 

  

   
                

                 
                 
                 
                    
                

                 
                     

                    

                
                

                

   
                   

                  
                    
                   

     

   
                

                    
                  

                  
                   
   

   
                 

                   
                  

                    
               
         

   
                    

                
                    

      



   
   

    

                    
                 

                
                   

                
                   

  

   
                  

                 
             

   
                    

                 
                 

                   
                
 

   
                 

                
                  

                   
                 

  

   
                   
                  
                    

                   

                    
                

                
                    

                   
 

   
                   
                  



   
   

 

                 
                   

                
          

                   
                 

                 
               

                 
                  

                  
                   

     

  
                     
                  

                   
             

                  
                 

                 
              
                

                  
 

               
               

                
                

                 
                

                   
                

                  
     

 
             

          
    



   
   

    

                 
                 

     

                
                  
 

             
     

  
                

                 
                  

              

                  
               

                   
                 

       

             
                

               
           

             
           

          

                 
                   

         

                
                  

                 
                

              

 
                

                  
                   

                 















  
      

   
   

  
 

  
 

  
    

  
     

     

  
  

                

    
  

        
         

 

   
            
           

  
     
  

  
     

  
  

   

 
 

 
 

  

    

  
  

 
 

  

 
 

    

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  
   

  

   
  

 
   

           

 

  

  
   

  
 

 

 
 

 
   

 

  

 
  

 

 
 





 

 

  
      

  
 

   

  

 
  

 

      
     

     

        
  

                

    
  

        
   

   
            
           

  
   
  

  
    

  
  

   

  
 

 

  

  

  
  

 
 

  

 

 
   

 

 

 
 

 



 

  

   

  

   
  

 

   

          

 

  

  
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 

  

 
  

 

 

 





 

 

  
   

   
  

 
   

  
 

  
 

      
  

     
    

     

      
  

                

   
  

        
   

   

            
           

  

  

  

  
  
   

  
 

 
  

  

  

 

  
 

 
 

   
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

   
   

     

  
  

   

 
 

   
  

 
   

 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 

  
 

 
 















  

 

   
     

  
  

   
    

  

 

              
      

                
      

              
      

   
 

                 
               

              
            

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

            

      

          

     

        

              
  

         

              
 





 

 

   
     

 
  

   
   

   

                   
              

                
              

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

              
 

           

           

           

                

           
   

                
            

            
               

               

                
 

               
  

         

         

           

           



 

   
     

  
  

   
    

           

           

               

      

       

        

        

       

           

       

          

           

       

         

       

         

               
            

             

       

             

             



  

   
     

  
  

   
    

        

               
 

             

             

               
 

             

             

             

                 
      

             

           

            

            

            

            

                 
 

               
       

               

       



  

 

   
     

  
  

   
    

        

       

               
             

         

               

          

          

 

             
         

 

 

 

 

 

             
          

             
          

            
               

               
              

            
               

            

          
             

             
  

            
                
       



 

 

   
     

  
  

   
    

         

 

 

 

 

           
             

 
             

     
             

              
    

           
       
        
           

 
       
         
         

    
        
       
         
      
       
      
      
       

            
          

   
        

            
             

            
 

               
              











 

 

   
     

  
  

   
    

             

        

            

           

          

          

               

             

                  
     

            

          

             

                
           

          

 

             
               

              
              

           

            
                

     



 

 

   
     

  
  

   
    

 

               
              

                 
             

        

 

                
   

      

           

           

               
 

                
 

       

          

               

       

             

            

               

             

              



 

   
     

  
  

   
    

           

              

           

        

               
 

               
   

           

             

            

               

              

          

 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

           

           

          

          

              

         

            

              
  



 

   
     

  
  

   
    

 

              
 

                
  

              
  

             
  

              
  

               
           

       
             

        
 

              
           

             
            
     

          

       
    
       
          

            
    

           
      

            
             

    



 

 

   
     

  
  

   
    

               
       

       
            

    
            

            
              

         

       
            

    
          
              

         

       

            

            

    

              
   

            
           

            
           

       

         

       

              
 







 

 

 

   
     

  
  

   
   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

         
        

            
           

       
       
            

              
    

            
              

    
            

             
 

            
         
    

          
            
  

            
           

      

        
      
            

           
            

          
     























































































 

 

  
     

  
 

  
           

              

  
     

                    
  

  

                
       

                  
                 

              

  
       

  
        

      
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

          
     

       
     

        
 

    
 

               
 

              

                 
    



 

  

  
     

  
  

  
    

                 
      

         

         
           

           
  

                   
   

    

                 
  

                  
 

                     
               

                    
      

                  
        

  
                

                
                

                 
                 

                 
      

 
 

     
   

              



 

 

  
     

  
 

                   
                 

  
        

  
      

                 
          

         

  
                

                 
          

  
      

   
    

      
    

            
              

              

  
      

                   
                

               
               

  

  
           

  
            



 

 

  
     

  
  

                   
               

                
 

      
   

      
                   

          

         
     

                   
 

             

  
                  

                   
                 

      

         
                    

                  
                 

           

       
           

                  
       

  

     
                  

                  

  
                   

     



 

 

  

  
    

  
  

           
                   

     

                   
  

     

        
                        

             

     
     

         
                   

 
 

   
   

               
 

  

                   
 

                    
                 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
    

 
 

           
    

        
                    

     



  
     

  
  

  
          

              
                 

                
         

       

               
                  

  

  
                     

       

                 
                 

   

       
  

           
       

  
          

                
  

        

               
      

  

         
              

  
                  

         



 

 

 

  
     

  
  

                
            

  
                

               
        

              
             

  
              

  
                 

    

 
 

             
   

      
  

   
    

                 
                  

                   
               

               
               

               

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
                  

 
             

           
                

               
                 



 

 

 
 

  
     

  
  

                    
    

  
                    

                
                  
                   

  
          

  
   

                  
 

                      
       

  
      

                
    

  

       
  

                 
  

  
                   

     

 
 

 

 

               
  

                 
                 

      
     



 

 

  
    

  
  

              
    

           
                  

    

                   
                 
                  

    
                

  
                 

        

 
 

 
                

    

                
 

               
                 

               
    

  
                   

                

               
 

                
                  
                 

  
                   

  

  
      



 

 

 

  
     

  
  

  
  

            
        

         
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

               
  

   
            

            
   

            
   

             
                

                 
                  

  

  
            

          
     

     
    

                   
     

  
  

 
 

          
       



 

 
 

  
     

  
  

  
                    

  

  
    

                   
     

  

       
     

     
  

    
            

                 
                 

     

  
               

               
                  

            

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

               
     

        
 

         
    

          
            



 

 

 

  
     

  
  

              
                    

               
                 

                 
                   

                  
                   

       

  
         

  
                    

             

 
 

         
                  

            

  
                  

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

              
 

                
  

 

        
  

           
 

             
        

 

               
   

 



 

 

  
     

  
  

             
          

  
              

                   
                   

              

  
                  

    

                    
               
   

 

 

 

 

 

                 
     

                  
     

     

                  
             

    

         
  

       
  

        
     

          
                     

     

  
    

                  
          

         



 

 

 
 

  
     

  
  

              
     

      
  

         

            

            





  
    

     

 

         
  

      
     

       
     

         
  

           
  

                   
                  

                    
                 

                   
                  

                
               

                 
                  

                  
                
                   

  

        
  

      
  

        
  

               

                   
                

                
               

                



  
    

   
  

 

               
      

          
    

               
   

            
                 

                  
                

              

            
   

 
 

               
 

      
  

         
                  

               
     

  
              

                 
    

                    
            

            
                   

                  
                 



  
    

   
 

 

                   
              

                     
                 
           

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                 
             

 

                  
    

 

           
 

                
     
               

                 
                   

        

                  
           

              
                
                

         

  
                

                  
           

              
                  

                   
                

             
  

    



  
    

   
  

                  
      

      

                 
   

      

  
               

               
   

      

        
     

  
   

 

              
                    

                  
               
               

           

  
               

  
                  

              

  
                 

                 
           

 
 

 
                   

           



  
    

   
  

                   
    

                  
                     

                 
                  

                   
                  

                 
                  

                   
                 

                 
                  

             

                
    

   
                   

                  
                

    

            
  

                  
 

  

             
  

           
     

  
       

    
       

  
   



  
    

   
 

 

   
         

    
  

           
   

    
         

   
                    

    

   
  

 
 

             
     

         
       

                 
  

   

             
   

                
              
 

  

                 
 

              

                     
          

                



  
    

   
  

 

  
          

                
                   

 
        

  
                 

               

      
                

                 
               

      

 
 

 
                  
    

   
                

 

         
  

          
  

             
 

  

        
  

                 
               

       
    



  
    

   
  

                
             

      
  

  
   

        
  

            
                   

         

  
          

  
                   

      

  
         

                
     

                
              

                 
                   

                 
                   

                 
              

        

               
         

                    
      

                
     

   



  
    

   
  

 

     
                  

                
                   

                 
              

                   
                

                      
                   
                  

          

   
                    

                  
                  

     

 
 

  
                 

                   
                    

                
             

     
  

  
                 

                     
                

                 
                     

             

 
 

  
                    
                 
                       
                     
                   

       



  
    

   
  

 

 

                  
      

                 
                   

                    
                    

                  
               
               

                    
                   

                
                 
           

                   
                 
              

        

 
 

 
                 

       

  
                      

                   
  

  
      

                  
     

                    
                   

   

                   
          

          



 

 

  
    

  
  

             
    

                     
                   
               

                 
                 
                  
           

               
          

   

                     
             

  
      

                   
         

                     
           

         
                 

                     
                 

 

  
        

                    
  

  

 
 

           
                  

                
                    

                   
                    

                
         



 
  

    
  
  

  
       

               
  

               
      

    
                   

                   
  

                   
              

             
                  

                    
   

  
                  

                   
                  

        

  
               

             
         

  
                  

  

                 
  

     

                 
  

    
  



  
    

   
  

 

 

                
   

     

  
                 

              
                  
          

     
              

               
   

 
 

 
                   
                    
                
                    
               

               
                

  
                     

                 
                

   

  
                     

           

 
 

 
                

                 
                 
                   

                  
                 

              
                  

                 
                  
                



 
  

    
  
  

                  
                    

                  
              

                  
                 

                   
                    

                 
         

               
            
  

   
  

           
   

 
 

       
  

                  
                  

                
                   

                  
                   
                  

                   
                   

                  
                  

            

 
 

 
 

 
 

              
 

     
         

  
                  



  
    

   
  

  
     

  
    

   

           

 

     

     
       

        



































































































































































































































































































































 SAN DIEGO POLICE  DEPARTMENT  
      INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT  
   
DATE (occurrence): August 8, 2018 (Wednesday) 
  
TIME (occurrence): 1711 Hours 
  
LOCATION: 4056 Boston Avenue  
  
SUBJECT: 664/187- Attempt Murder - SDPD Case #18-025268 

OIS/Special Investigation – SDPD Case #18-025270 
245(c) PC – Assault on an Officer – SDPD Case #18-025269 
Event #18-080013593 
Victim:  
Officer: PITTS, Corey #7564 
Suspect: DENHAM, Vaughn B/M (48) DOB: 10/01/1969 

  
CRIME SCENE REPORT 

 
CALL OUT: 
 
On August 8, 2018, at 1730 hours, I received a phone call from Detective Sergeant M. VELOVICH to 
respond to 4000 National Avenue, in the city of San Diego, regarding an Officer Involved Shooting.  I 
arrived on scene at 1800 hours and learned the Officer Involved Shooting took place on 1000 S 40th Street 
along with an additional scene located at 4056 Boston Avenue.  The scenes were located in the Southcrest 
neighborhood of San Diego.  This area of the city is patrolled by Southeastern Division and is on service 
area 442. 
 
When I arrived, I noted the weather temperature was 86 degrees with clear and sunny skies.  I observed 
1000-1100 S 40th Street was comprised of residential family homes.  The street allows for both north and 
south traffic.  4000 Boston Avenue is comprised of residential family homes.  The street allows for both 
east and west traffic. 
 
1000-1100 S 40th Street between National Avenue and Boston Avenue was cordoned off by yellow crime 
scene tape with both an inner and outer perimeter and maintained by patrol officers.  Additionally, 4000 
Boston Avenue between S 40th Street and S 41st Street was cordoned off by yellow crimes scene tape with 
officers maintaining a perimeter. 
 
HOMICIDE PERSONNEL: 
 
Present form the SDPD Homicide Unit was Captain Thomas UNDERWOOD #5001, Lieutenant Matthew 
DOBBS#5228, Detective Sergeant Michelle VELOVICH #5353, Detective Sergeant Geoff DECESARI 
#6026, Detectives Maria DELGADILLO #5596, Brian SANCHEZ #6610, Michael SHERBONDY #6516 
(Relief), Christopher MURRAY #6120 (Relief), and myself.  Also present was Crime Scene Specialist A. 
SOUTHERLAND #8841 and Criminalist Brian LEW #8228. 
 
Others present for the briefing included the following:  Chief David NISLEIT #4303, Executive Assistant 
Chief Philip JARVIS #3663, Acting Patrol Chief, Rudolph TAI #4709, Captain Jerry HARA #4973 
(Captain of Southeastern Division), Lieutenant Ernesto SERVIN #4886, Sergeant Frank WHITE #4435, 
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Sergeant Richard FOX #5050 (Internal Affairs), Sergeant Larry LEIBER #5206 (In-Service Training), 
Sergeant Alonso ALEXANDER #4638, Officer Kenneth ROBBINS #5459, and DAI Jorge DURAN #223. 
 
BRIEFING: 
 
At 1917 hours, Sergeant ALEXANDER and Sergeant WHITE conducted the briefing.  The briefing was 
audio recorded and later downloaded onto a CDR and impounded at police headquarters under barcode 
#10918132.  The briefing took place on the street of 1100 S 40th Street.  Sergeant ALEXANDER 
essentially stated the following: 
 
(The following is a paraphrased statement it is not to be considered a substitute for listening to the 
CDR containing the entire audio recorded briefing) 
 
 At 1730 hours, dispatch received a call at 4036 Boston Avenue with a phone number of 

.  A follow up call also stated a male with a machete.  The reporting party was  
 

 
 The temperature was 86 degrees. 
 
 First officer on scene was 446Y2, Officer Corey PITTS.  Officer HAMILITON #7379 arrived on 

scene and was with the initial victim .  The second officer onscene was Officer 
SERRANO.  I was the third officer to arrive onscene and briefly spoke with .   told 
me “Vaugh did it.”   initial injuries were on the left side of his head, left wrist, and two 
lacerations across his chest.   

 
 Paramedic Unit 11 and Engine 12 arrived on scene and transported  to UCSD (Trauma 

# ).  
 
 A witness ( ) had heard the suspect throw something onto a roof top.  Officers later 

located a bloody machete/knife on the roof top of .  Officers conducted a 
check of the residence and did not locate anything further.     

 
Sergeant WHITE essentially stated the following: 
 
(The following is a paraphrased statement it is not to be considered a substitute for listening to the 
CDR containing the entire audio recorded briefing) 
 
 At 1713 hours,  from  reported an 

assault with a machete.  The radio call was entered into communications at 1713 hours and 
dispatched out at 1714 hours.  The incident number was 18080013593.  The call originally came 
in as a 245 “hot call” at , beat 442.  Weather conditions were clear and 
sunny and the temperature was 86 degrees.        
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 The first officer to arrive on scene was Officer Corey PITTS #7564 at 1716 hours.  He was unit 

446Y2. 
 
 The suspect was Vaughn DENHAM, DOB 10-01-1969, black male, 6’2, and 160lbs.  Last known 

address was .  DENHAM was transported to UCSD and pronounced 
deceased at 1945 hours by Dr. CONSTANTINI.  Initially DENHAM’s injuries were described as 
one gunshot wound to the chest and one gunshot wound to left hand possibly traveling up his arm 
and out his bicep.  Officer DOWNING #7203 (431Y2) was with DENHAM as UCSD Hospital.     

 
 The following witnesses are: 
 

1.    
.   spoke with Officer BELANGER #7326 (811Z2) and 

stated her boyfriend (DENHAM) had smoked PCP 20 minutes prior.   did not stay 
at the scene.   

2.   
.   spoke with Officer BELANGER and 

stated  heard a commotion, went outside, turned on  phone, and filmed the incident.  
 was standing by with Officer BELANGER at 40th/Newton Avenue.   

3.     
.   spoke with Officer SIMMERS 

#7403 (455Q) and stated he heard yelling in the street from his doorway.  Saw a man 
swinging a chain and a police officer backing away from the suspect.  The officer was 
loudly saying stop and get down.  The suspect swung the chain at the officer and the 
officer fired two shots.   was standing by with Officer SIMMERS at  

 .   
4.      

.  spoke with Officer SIMMERS and stated  
was inside  residence, heard dog barking, went outside to quiet dog, and saw a skinny 
male with no shirt, puffy hair, and a chain around his neck.   then saw the male 
swinging the chain at the officer.  The officer told him to back up.   heard the 
shots but did not see them.   was standing by with Officer SIMMERS at  

 .   
5.      

.   spoke with Officer CUMMINGS 
#6639 (811Z2) he was a block south of the shooting, saw the police car stopped, and the 
officer was backing away from the suspect.  The officer was yelling at the suspect to drop 
what was in his hand and saw the shooting but was a block away.   was 
standing by with Officers CUMMINGS at 40th and Newton Avenue.     

6.     
.   spoke with Officer BELANGER stated she heard a commotion 

down the street.  Saw an officer walking backwards and the suspect walking towards the 
officer.  She heard the officer say stop several times and heard a pop (she thought it was 
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the Taser).  Saw the officer continue to yell stop.  then saw two officers drive 
by, stop, pull out there guns, and heard 3-4 pops.   saw the suspect holding a 
chain down by his side.   also spoke with the girlfriend of the suspect just after 
the shooting and she told  the suspect was on PCP and thinks he got a bad 
batch.   was standing by with Officer BELANGER at 40th and Newton Avenue. 

7.     
.   spoke with Officer Orso #6760 (830PT) 

and stated she heard a commotion and saw the suspect swinging a chain at a police 
officer.  The officer told the suspect to put the chain down.   began filming the 
incident with her cell phone and did capture the shooting.   was standing by with 
Officer ORSO at 40th and Newton Avenue.      

8.    
.   spoke with Officer Gonzalez #6996 

(440PT) on the phone and stated she heard a commotion and saw two officers fighting 
with the suspect in the street and there was a lot of blood.  Called 911 and doesn’t know if 
the part she saw was before or after the shooting. 

 
The scene of the OIS is located at 1000 S 40th Street.  It is directly in front of vehicle #7007 which is 
parked mid-block 1000 S 40th Street.  When I arrived, the suspect was still down in front of that vehicle 
and handcuffed.  It appeared he was originally confronted at 1100 S 40th Street because Officer PITTS’ 
taser is on 1100 S 40th Street.  Officer PITTS’ vehicle was moved from the scene and parked over in front 
of 4051 Boston Avenue.   
 
I spoke with Officer PITTS and gave me a safety briefing.  Officer PITTS told me he was facing 
southbound and the suspect was facing northbound.  He fired two shots and believed they both stuck the 
suspect.  Officer PITTS went with Officer R. MEDINA #6545 (Peer Support) to Southeastern Division 
after the incident.   
 
Officer E. LANGLEY #7523 (438Z) and Officer J. IWATSURU #7129 (438Z) arrived on scene as the 
shooting was occurring.  Sgt. C. RIVERA (SDPD Wellness) took those officers to Southeastern Division.     

    
Evidence found located at the scene:   
 

x   Chain-West curb line of 1000 S 40th Street 
x   Taser-Midblock 1100 S 40th Street 
x   In front of vehicle 7007 was a bundle of marijuana, Viejas Players Card, disposable razor, bi fold 

wallet, two bullet fragments on ground, a broken watch, one shoe, a lighter, bloody handcuffs, and 
medic supplies 

 
Medic #10-Paul MAXWELL #PM3228 and Andrea NISSLEY #AN3675 
Engine #12-Karl BENSON #KB0900, Antonio DAVIS #AD7215, Bryan GRAY #BG4773, and Paul 
MAESTRAS #PM3187  
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-End of Brief at 2032 Hours- 
 
I later determined the incident with the machete did not occur at  Avenue but at  
Avenue.   
 
After the conclusion of the briefing, Sergeant VELOVICH assigned Detective DELGADILLO and me to 
be the crime scene investigator.  Crime Scene Specialist (CSS) Ally SOUTHERLAND and Criminalist 
Brian LEW were assigned to assist with the crime scene reconstruction. Criminalist LEW later also 
assisted in collection of cell phone evidence from witness,  (See Detective Sanchez’s 
report for details).     
 
OFFICER WALK-THROUGH: 
 
Officer PITTS agreed to participate in a voluntary walk-through to show investigators the sequence of 
events that took place at the time of the shooting and for purpose of evidence recovery.  Officer PITTS’ 
walk-through began at 2127 hours and ended at 2137 hours.  The walk-through was audio recorded and 
later downloaded onto a CDR and impounded at SDPD Head quarters under barcode #10918130 (See 
Sergeant VELOVICH’S report for further details).    
 
OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING SCENE VIEWING: 
 
At approximately 2300 hours, Detective DELGADILLO, CSS Ally SOUTHERLAND, and I entered the 
inner perimeter and conducted a walk-through.  The Officer Involved Shooting scene was mid-block 1000 
S 40th Street.  I observed several items in the roadway to include a SDPD patrol vehicle (#7007) parked at 
an angle in front of various small items on the ground.  At approximately 2322 hours, CCS 
SOUTHERLAND began to take overall photos of the scene, surrounding areas, vehicles, and street.  (See 
picture below.) 
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Further down the street, I saw a black “Axon” Taser laying in the middle of the street on 1100 S 40th 
Street.  I also saw laying in front of the Taser was an expended Taser cartridge. (See picture below.) 
 

 
 
 
664*187PC (Attempted Murder) SCENE VIEWING: 

 
The attempted murder scene took place at .   is a single story 
detached residence.  The residence has light blue stucco with blue trim.  The numbers “ ” are mounted 
in black lettering against the residence, east of the front door.  There was a tan colored RV parked in the 
yard.  I observed apparent blood in the middle of the roadway, directly in front of  Boston Avenue.  
There was also apparent blood on a chair and on an inflatable pool raft.    (See picture below.) 
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Near the residence and also on the street, I saw Officer PITTS’ vehicle (#6945) parked.  I could clearly see 
several markings on the hood apparently from a chain strike.  The marks appeared fresh, new, and 
appeared consistent with a chain.  The length of the chain marks to the vehicle was approximately 9 
inches.  (See pictures below.) 
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  As I approached the residence, I saw several more apparent blood stains near the front of the residence. 
(See picture below.)  
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  SEARCH WARRANT: 
 
After the scene walk-throughs, it was believed DENHAM resided at .  A records 
check revealed DENHAM listed  as his residence.  I later obtained a telephonic 
search warrant (#E2018-596) to search the residence of  (See Detective 
DELGADILLO’S report for further details). 
 
EVIDENCE LOCATION: 
 
During the course of the investigation, as evidence was located, each item was assigned a number.  When 
appropriate, overall photographs were taken showing the relationship of each item of evidence to other 
items of evidence.  Prior to the evidence being collected, when appropriate, close-up photographs were 
taken with the numbered placards in place.  Measurements were obtained, using a roll-a-tape tape 
measuring device to more accurately depict the location of the evidence. (See attached table for 
measurements). 
 
EVIDENCE COLLECTION:  
  

At approximately 0210 hours on August 9, 2018, CSS SOUTHERLAND collected the following items 
after being photographed and the location of the evidence measured. Measurements were taken using a 
roll-a-tape and are approximate.  I used two fixed reference points. Our examination of the crime scene 
revealed the following 28 items of evidence.    
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